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Carolyn Reres
elected By acclamation as 32nd State President
at the 109th annual Convention

executive Council and national Delegates also elected
“Celebrating the Past ... Shaping the Future!” theme of Convention
~~~ ( Convention coverage begins on page 12) ~~~~~

NY State President Carolyn Reres (center) poses with the 2015-2017 NY Grand Lodge Executive Board Officers - From left: Treasurer Arthur Spera, Financial
Secretary John Fratta, Recording Secretary Biagio Isgro, 2nd Vice President Anthony Naccarato, President Reres, 1st Vice President Robert Ferrito, Immediate
Past President Joseph Rondinelli, Orator Michele Ment, and Corresponding Secretary James Spatafora.

NY Grand Lodge Commitment To Higher Education Continues
$83,900 in Scholarships and Grants
Awarded to Our Youth
At A Special Ceremony on June 13th
At Tappan Zee High School
Coverage and photo of each recipient will
appear in the September-October issue

54th Biennial national Convention
august 16 - 23, 2015, in Bonita Springs, Fl
national President and Supreme Council to Be elected

~ Ordine Figli d’Italia in America ~

Deadline
for the

Next Golden Lion Issue is

September 7, 2015
All articles for publication must be typed and double spaced.
All photograph captions must be typed and all persons identified.
If possible submit all photographs in black & white for better reproduction.
Digital photos should taken in the highest quality setting possible of camera,
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with phones are usually of poor quality and may NOT be published
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Please Note - Photographs are NOT returned, unless a self-addressed
envelope is provided. (Sufficiently large for photo size submitted).
Unpublished articles are not returned.
The Editor reserves the right to edit articles, letters, advertisements, and
other material submitted for publication, for its length, clarity, accuracy,
and for conformity to the ideals of the Order.
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From The State President’s Desk
“Today I have a dream, and hope that
someday, even if it takes a hundred more
years before we are fully accepted, our
children and their children’s children,
even if they carry a single drop of
Italian blood will be able and proud to
continue to carry on our traditions, our
culture and our language. It is up to us,
and what we do today!” With these
words, thus began the Order Sons of
Italy in America. Now, 110 years later,
Dr. Sellaro’s dream is still alive. Their
children’s children ARE able and proud
to continue to carry on the traditions, the
culture and the language. WE are
THEY! We are carrying on that legacy.

Carolyn Reres
State President
Grand Lodge of New York
Dear Brothers and Sisters of the
NYSOSIA Grand Lodge:

O

n May 30, 2015, with a deep sense
of pride and humility, I was
installed as 32nd president of our
great organization. Let me express my
heartfelt gratitude to all for electing me
as your president, and to all that supported me through the many years in
bringing me to this glorious moment,
beginning with the members of my family, of my lodge, of District II, and to
everyone at the Grand Lodge level who
always encouraged me to progress in the
ranks of the Order.

This past year has been a particularly
difficult one for me. Immediately after
last year’s convention, my only sibling,
Mary, entered the hospital and on June
30th, 2014, was taken from us. And the
Saturday before the 2015 convention,
my Aunt Helen passed. I know that
Mary and Aunt Helen and my parents
are looking down and probably asking
“What is she getting herself into?” I also
know that they are very proud and wishing me all the best. I can hear my mother cautioning me, as she always did, to
“think before you speak.” I will always
keep that in mind.
It was so gratifying to have so many
of my family at Villa Roma to celebrate
with me, but more importantly, I thank
them for their love and support not only
at the installation, but always - in sorrow
and in joy. Thank you all.
A special thank you to my long time
friend, National and State Past President
Joseph Sciame, who was the installing
officer; to National Foundation
President Joseph DiTrapani, who served
as herald; and all the State Past
Presidents who acted as assistant heralds. There were so many others to
thank, and I did that in person.

Once again there has been transfer of
authority and the baton has been passed
forward with a ceremony which marks a
new beginning, while at the same time
affirming our traditions.
And, before I go any further, I applaud
our Immediate Past President Joseph
Rondinelli, in recognition of the many
successes of his administration. Thank
you, Brother Joe. In addition to him, I
have had the privilege to work with or
serve under several State Presidents:
Peter Zuzolo, Joseph E. Fay, Nicholas
Viglietta, Joseph Sciame, Joseph
Cangemi, Joseph DiTrapani, Carlo
Matteucci, Nancy DiFiore Quinn,
Salvatore Lanzilotta, and Thom Lupo.
Each of these past presidents has built
on the legacy of the past and each has
influenced me in a unique way. Now, it
is up to me to assume the leadership,
and to write my page in the Grand
Lodge history. A new administration is
an opportunity for new ideas, new directions, but I will build on their foundation as I seek to pursue my vision.

In the King and I, Anna sings that
“..…when you’re a teacher, by your students you’ll be taught.” Years ago, a
student of mine wrote that it was important “to speak so that others will listen
and to listen so others will speak.” This
was the promise I made to America
Lodge on becoming its president, and
my brothers and sisters, these words
will become my pledge to you now.
In 1981, the state convention elected
another State President from America
Lodge. And I thank Rosemarie
Montemarano for allowing me to be
vested with his regalia. Joseph
Montemarano was a man of vision and
foresight. Today, we are reaping the
benefits of his efforts. As a result of
then State President Montemarano’s forward thinking tenacity, the Sons of Italy
housing project in Brooklyn became a
reality. And thanks to the tenacity of
State Past President Joseph DiTrapani in
overseeing the lengthy process of restructuring the housing’s finances, the
New York Grand Lodge Foundation is
in its best financial condition. Our charitable giving is well-established. Our
incredible scholarship program is
exceedingly secure; well beyond what
we would have imagined just a few
years ago. We are now in a position to
pursue educational programs, which
will promote and preserve our Italian
traditions, culture and language - as
Sellaro dreamt - throughout our great
state. And that will be the focus of this
administration. I sincerely doubt that it
is a surprise to anyone that a teacher
would want such an emphasis.
At the end of June, OSIA celebrated
its 110th anniversary. Although it is
impossible to calculate precisely OSIA’s
influence in alleviating the hardships
encountered by our forefathers when
they passed Lady Liberty and landed in

New York, I would venture to say that it
was significant. Our grandparents and
great grandparents, who came to this
wonderful country at the turn of the last
century, encountered numerous challenges. Yet, armed with the support of
community groups like OSIA, loving
families, their characteristic strong work
ethic and native ability, Italians have
succeeded in every area. Tribute is paid
to them each and every time we open a
meeting.
The entire executive board you have
elected has proven its dedication and
commitment through years of service.
We are grateful to you, my brothers and
sisters, for your confidence in us and
will work diligently to justify that confidence. We look forward to these next
two years with excitement and anticipation.
I am fully aware that the responsibility for decision making is mine, and I
promise not to shrink from that responsibility, but I need and will seek, encourage, welcome AND listen to your input
and advice.
Respect for each and every brother
and sister will be in the forefront of our
thinking and our actions. All of us,
because of our love of and belief in the
Sons of Italy and the work we do, we
begin this journey together. Let us all
pledge to do the work of the Order in the
spirit of its motto of Liberty, Equality,
and Fraternity. Let us pledge to keep the
Lion on the move.
Let’s hear the Lion roar!

Carolyn Reres
State President
Grand Lodge of New York

Every administration has its own
style, and leaves its own imprint on the
tapestry which is the legacy of the
Grand Lodge of NY. And I hope to leave
my imprint:
• By continuing to build our membership to strengthen NY OSIA.
• By seeking communication with
other organizations of Italian Americans
so that the love of our shared heritage
can effectively promulgate and preserve
it.
• By increasing our visibility and
involvement in the community to foster
understanding and respect.
• By establishing an articulation with
our local schools and provide our youth
with an opportunity to interact with one
another.
• By sponsoring cultural events for the
enrichment of our members and the general public.
In the days and weeks ahead you will
hear more about these and the programs
which will be suggested for them.

At the State Convention, newly installed State President Carolyn Reres’ family
was there to congratulate and support her in her new position at the helm of the
New York Grand Lodge. Pictured are: cousins Nina Prince, Vincent and Terry
Gulino, Mary Modica, Fred and Mona Gulino, and Vincent and Joanne Modica.
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32nd New York Grand Lodge President

Carolyn Reres

C

arolyn Reres is the elder of two daughters born to Lillian and Frank Reres.
Through her maternal grandparents, Maria DiGiovanna and Vincenzo Gulino,
she traces her Italian roots to Menfi and Sciacca, and through her paternal grandparents, Caroline Mulé and Nicola Reres, to Villalba and Mezzojuso.
Carolyn earned both her bachelor’s and master’s degrees from St. John’s University,
where she majored in mathematics and education, and earned a certificate in computer studies from Adelphi University. Upon her graduation, Carolyn joined the
mathematics faculty of H. Frank Carey High School, Sewanhaka Central High
School District (SCHSD), where she taught mathematics and computer science and
mentored the Talented and Gifted Program. Eager to share her skills, she conducted
teacher workshops and in-service courses on various computer topics for the professional development of teachers, and served on numerous prestigious committees.
Always seeking new challenges, she applied for, received, and implemented three
Superintendent’s Mini-Grants for Educational Innovation on the topics of ethnic
diversity, global communications in the classroom, and Franklin Square history.
The Carey student government selected Carolyn to receive the prestigious Nordahl
Award for her service to the school and the community. In 1990, she was H. Frank
Carey High School’s “Teacher of the Year,” an award presented by the SCHSD Board
of Education and the Superintendent of Schools for innovation and excellence in the
profession of teaching.
After retiring from Carey High School, she returned to her alma mater as an adjunct
assistant professor at St. John’s College of Professional Studies teaching mathematics and software applications. Carolyn volunteered her time to assist with the coordination of a Summer Enrichment Program, in which St. John’s provided community elementary students with a unique opportunity to participate in diverse workshops:
music, power point presentations, TV production, pharmacy, leadership, and sports.
St. John’s School of Education recognized her in 2010 with the Leadership in
Education Award (L.E.A.D).
Carolyn Reres served two five-year terms as a public member of the New York State
Board of Pharmacy, an interesting, challenging and enjoyable position. While on the
board, she served on various committees and participated in presentations to Nassau
and Brooklyn high school students on the dangers of steroids and amphetamines.
Currently, Carolyn serves as an extended member of the board.
Raised in the New York City’s Borough of Queens, she moved to Nassau twenty-five
(25) years ago and immediately became an active member of America Lodge #2245,
Order Sons of Italy in America. During her lodge presidency, the America Lodge
launched a membership drive culminating in the initiation of a record 109 new members in a single year, and sponsored programs on Italian Culture and the history of the
Italians in Franklin Square. These events, which were open to the public, presented
a positive image of the Italian-American to the community. While leading her lodge
into the new millennium, she also served as treasurer and then president of the
District II Presidents’ Council.
Carolyn has been a member of the Executive Board of the NYS OSIA since 2001,
serving with distinction in each of the positions she has held. After serving as NY
State Deputy, the highest appointed office in the Grand Lodge, Carolyn was elected
successively to the positions of financial secretary, recording secretary, orator, 2nd
vice president and 1st vice president. She sits on the boards of the Grand Lodge of
New York Foundation, Lion’s Pride Day Care Center and Senior Citizens Housing.
She has presented at the Leaderships Seminars, created a membership power point
program, which she has shown at several venues, and has been the keynote speaker
at lodge scholarship programs.
As state fund raising chair, she set and achieved a goal to combine culture and heritage with fund raising, and produced a concert, Dall’Italia Con Amore, at Hofstra
University. An extremely enjoyable and financially successful event, this sold-out
concert was well-attended by OSIA and by the general public. Carolyn chaired the
state golf outing, and served as the General Dinner Chairperson of the Golden Lion
Awards Dinner, and brought the $100 raffle drawing back to the state convention via
Skype.

From Your Chaplain
Sisters and Brothers, Saluti!

I

wish to thank State Immediatet Past
President Joseph Rondinelli for his
support of my little humor book,
together with Nancy DiFiore Quinn for
heading the project along with others
named in the book. It has been a huge
success in making our brothers and sisters in OSIA laugh from coast to coast.
We sold well over 150 books at the
New York Grand Lodge Convention
and 150 at the California Grand Lodge
Convention; and we look forward to
selling them at the National Convention
in August. I have been selling dozens
of books at the churches I serve
throughout the summer and in total have
autographed over 450 books to date.
The deadline for the “summer sale” of
Father Forno’s “Wholly Humor”
book is September 1st. A donation of
$13.00 (includes S/H) per book can be
made in the form of a check to the NY
Grand Lodge Foundation and sent to:
Rev. R. Adam Forno - Church of St.
Joseph - 416 Third St. - Troy, NY
12180. All proceeds go to Bethlehem
University in the Holy Land - a
Catholic co-educational institution
open to men and women of all faiths
in the tradition of the De La Salle
Christian Brothers.
Secondly, I wish to thank our new
Grand Lodge President Carolyn Reres
for reappointing me as the NY OSIA
Grand Lodge Chaplain. I appreciate her
confidence in me over the years to serve
the Grand Lodge. Of course, I do not do
this alone. I have the assistance of
District Chaplains who attend Grand
Lodge functions and are dedicated to
promoting a positive image of
Americans of Italian descent (even
retired Msgr. McNamara!).
We can anticipate a great two years
under President Reres with her particular focus on education and culture. In an
ever increasing, multi-cultural society,
we must never lose our own cultural
identity. Frankly, we must remind fellow Americans that it is our ancestors
who helped shape this country; and that
Americans of Italian descent continue
today to contribute to the legacy of this
great nation. Our new membership
video “Seize the Future” proudly
reflects this. I hope lodge presidents
will show this video to their members
this fall, especially as we near October’s
Heritage Month. Indeed we are blessed
to be a part of the American dream!
Not so blessed, however, are the people

Reverend R. Adam Forno
State and National
Chaplain, OSIA

of the Third World such as those I visited back in April on a pilgrimage to
Haiti. It is a country which some have
called the “Fourth World” due to its
acute poverty, and it well could be
called the Haitian nightmare. Because
of the compassionate care for the “poorest of the poor” by the internationally
recognized Food For the Poor (FFP),
the Haitian people receive a litany of
services, too many to name here, effecting miracle-like results as in 17 other
countries served by FFP. They do this
with an unbelievable annual 4% total
administrative cost. One example in
Haiti would be the feeding of 15,000
people a day, six days a week. I witnessed this service by FFP and it was
reminiscent of the miracle of the loaves
and the fishes.
While I am profoundly aware that the
Order Sons of Italy in America proudly
supports an abundance of charities at
the local, state, and national level, and
additionally we have our own personal
charities, nothing has touched me so
deeply as the on-going need in Haiti.
Happily, in the face of such privation I
witnessed hope being bestowed upon
these poorest of our brothers and sisters
in the Western Hemisphere through the
donor gifts to FFP.
I invite you to visit the link below to
experience, through a five minute montage, how Americans like us are bringing “More Hope to Haiti.” If you are so
moved I ask that you consider making a
donation of any amount on our
Champion Page for the La Fosse – Haiti
initiative of building 10 more homes.
Thanks to you!
www.foodforthepoor.org/fatheradam
May God reward the labor of your summer months with an abundance of joy
and love.

Rev. R. Adam Forno,
National/NYS OSIA Chaplain

On the National OSIA level, she has served seven terms as a delegate to the biennial
National Convention, where she has served diligently on numerous committees.
Carolyn was a mentor to the two National Sons of Italy Student Summits held in
Washington, DC. This program provided superb opportunities for young Americans
of Italian descent from across our nation to meet; explore Washington, DC; visit the
Italian Embassy; and learn about their heritage.

Mah Jongg, “lunch with the bunch,” and retired teacher field trips provide opportunities for frequent get-togethers with a wide circle of friends and former colleagues.
Carolyn is a member of the Italian Culture Center at St. John’s, and has been the coordinator of the Nassau County Italian-American Night at Eisenhower Park for fifteen
years.

Carolyn is extremely proud of her nephews, David and Jeffrey Scott, the sons of her
late sister, Mary and her brother-in law, Mike Scott. The entire family delights in
Carter and Lily, the nine year old twins of Jeff and Danielle Scott.

An exceptional role model, Carolyn Reres has demonstrated the ability and the willingness to share her leadership skills and experience for the benefit of the community, her lodge and the Order. n
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NYS OSIA First Lady Honored
First Lady Joan Rondinelli’s Testimonial Breakfast

W

Saturday, May 28, 2015

hat a Beautiful Saturday morning to honor and pay tribute to a most gracious
First Lady, Joan Rondinelli, for a job well done while serving in that supportive position and for taking good care of her man, our State President Joseph
Rondinelli, during his tenure.
She fulfilled her major role as First Lady by giving her personal attention to the
President, so that he could best serve the members of the Order, and while at the same
time, being there for her children, her family, and her lodge. Joan knew of her responsibilities and she fulfilled them eloquently, with dedication and love.
At presentation time, one after another, came, friends and members of the Order
bringing their gifts to thank Joan for all her hard work. But, the best gift of all for
“Joanie,” came from her husband, who professed his love for her and thanked her for
all her dedication. Without her support, he could not have accomplished all that he
did as President of the New York Grand Lodge.

WOW What a Day!

The event committee was chaired by Immediate Past First Lady Barbara Lupo, assisted by all the Past First Ladies: Rae Lanzilotta, Carol DiTrapani, Edith Zuzolo,
Madeline Matteucci, and Rosemarie Montemarano; and First Gent John Quinn.
Bravo a Tutti! n

All the Past First Ladies and Past First Gent congratulating Joan.

Her dear family will always be there for her.

Down Memory Lane

Dear friends and part of her family.

On September 13, 1998, the then First Vice President of America Lodge
#2245 of Franklin Square, Carolyn Reres (front), is shown making a floral presentation to NYS Grand Lodge First Vice President Joseph DiTrapani and
State Coordinator for Charities Carol DiTrapani, at a Testimonial DinnerDance held in their honor. Others in photo are. Lodge President Anthony
Arena (center), and Lodge Second Vice President Bruno Caracciolo (right).

Her devoted sisters of the Per Sempre Ladies Lodge show their support.
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OSIA’s 110th Anniversary Celebrated by the NY Grand Lodge
Presidential Lifetime Achievement Award
Presented to Josephine Morici Cohen and Michael Santo, Esq.

S

unday, June 28th, while the weather did not fully co-operate, nevertheless it
turned out to be a beautiful day to celebrate the founding of the Order Sona of
Italy in America. The morning began with the celebration of Mass at 11 am,
at Most Precious Blood Church, by Rev. Monsignor Donald Sakano, Pastor of Old
St. Patrick’s and also a member of the Order.
State first VP Robert Ferrito did the First Reading and State 2nd VP Anthony
Naccarato followed with the second reading. IPP Joseph Rondinelli delivered the
Prayer of the Faithful. The gifts were carried to the altar by State President Carolyn
Reres and National/State Past President Joseph Sciame.
Normally, after Mass the attendees walk to the founding site at 203 Grand Street,
but due to the weather, the program at the site for the laying of the wreath was shortened. The remainder of the anniversay program then continued at Old St. Patrick’s
Youth Center for a sumptous luncheon.
In addition to celebrating the 110th Anniversary of the Order, we were also celebrating the presentation of the 2015 Presidential Lifetime Achievement Award. The
recipients were Josepine Morici Cohen and Michael Santo, Esq.
Known for their devotions to OSIA and their communities, they well deserved all the
accolodes received at the presentation.
The 2015 Presidential Lifetime Achievement Award was proudly presented to them
by New York State President Carolyn Reres and by NYS IPP Joseph F. Rondinelli. .

Honored By Their Communities

OSIA Members Honored. Maria D’Urso of the Cellini Lodge No. 2206 of New
Hyde Park; and Barbara and Tom Faticone of the John Michael Marino Lodge
No. 1389 of Port Washington (left to right), were among the honorees at the
May 13, 2015 Town of North Hempstead’s 43rd Annual Senior Recognition
Luncheon. The event honored seniors, nominated by their peers, who have
worked tirelessly over many years to help build their communities.
Phyllis Lowrey, IPP of the Geneva American
Italian Ladies Lodge (GAIL) #2397A, was
named Senior Volunteer of the Year for
Ontario County, at the Senior Volunteer
Event Awards Ceremony and Luncheon on
May 15th.
Few volunteers have a resume of service as
extensive as Phyllis. Be it at the OSIA, or for
community, social, fraternal, veterans, and
religious organizations, she has volunteered
her services for over 35 years. In addition to
her employment at the Geneva General
Hospital, Phyllis has raised a family of four
children and is the grandmother of twelve
and great grandmother of two. For these reasons and many others, Phyllis was the recipient of this award. A much deserved one!
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National Education and Leadership Award Gala

18th Annual Walk-A-Thon
Saturday, May 16, 2015

“W

alk For a Cure,”

was the new theme for this year’s Walk-a-Thon. The
fund-raiser will benefit three worthy charities of the NY Grand Lodge
Foundation: Alzheimer’s, Cancer, and Autism.

As the walkers gathered at Eisenhower Park in East Meadow, they were treated to
a continental breakfast, followed by a BBQ, refreshments. music, and a bocce tournament. A few went home with a few “bucks” in their pockets as the lucky winners
of fund-raiser raffles. It was a great day to be an Italian American and be together
with the brothers and sisters of the Order and enjoy a day of fun, family, food, and
especially fraternity.
The then NYS First VP Carolyn Reres, led the walkers with a brisk start, followed
by a few stragglers at the rear.
The committee, led by chairpersons Eleanor Jobbagy and Ernest Magliato did a
superlative job in coordinating the event. Assisting them were - Cancer Research
Chair Joseph Fratta; Alzheimer’s Foundation Chair Anna Magliato; Autism Charity
Chair Rae Lanzilotta. n

WASHINGTON, DC – Leaders in military, labor, medicine, public service, and
sports received awards from the Sons of Italy Foundation (SIF), the philanthropic
arm of the Order Sons of Italy in America (OSIA), on May 21 at the SIF’s 27th
Annual National Education and Leadership Award (NELA) Gala at the National
Building Museum in Washington, D.C.
In addition to honoring these distinguished individuals, the SIF awarded ten highly
selective scholarships to undergraduate and graduate students of Italian descent for
exemplary academic performance, school leadership, and community service. The
gala featured the presentation of the initial SIF-CCF (Columbus Citizens Foundation)
joint scholarship, a $20,000 two-year grant.
pp Shown above are the three National Education and Leadership
Scholarship recipients from New York, posing with Michele Ment - National
Scholarship Chairperson (left) and the then NYS President Joseph Rondinelli
(center). From left: Jude Rich, Michael Crapotta, and Sara Friedman.
qq Below, from left: SIF President and OSIA National Immediate Past
President Joseph DiTrapani, Italy's Ambassador to the United States Claudio
Bisogniero, and OSIA National Past President Joseph Sciame.

LETTERS
Congratulations and Best Wishes
Carolyn Reres
State President
Grand Lodge of New York
Dear President Reres,
Congratulations on your election as State President of the Grand Lodge of New
York, Order Sons of Italy in America.
You are well prepared to meet the challenges in this new leadership position. I
wish you a successful and fulfilling term as president.
If my staff and I can be of any assistance, please feel free to call on me.
Good luck and best wishes!
Sincerely,
Thomas P. DiNapoli
NY State Comptroller
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Commission For Social Justice
“Fighting Bias,
Building Pride”
Louis J. Gallo Jr.

CSJ Chairman’s Message
Saluti Fratelli e Sorelle!
Summer is now upon us, and I hope you’re enjoying the season. As I now have
a chance to reflect subsequent to our state convention this year, I want to personally congratulate Carolyn Reres for acceding to the Presidency of our Order and
thank her graciously for appointing me for another term as the New York State
Chairman of the CSJ. I wish her the best of good fortune, and I will work just as
diligently as I did under her predecessor Joe Rondinelli.
The last edition of the Golden Lion did not allow me enough space to review
for you bias and bigotry issues that surfaced at that time. So, a synopsis of these
are in order. Radio stations 95.1 and 96.5 in upstate Rochester went to the extreme
on defamation through the callous and carefree use of the slur “dago” referring to
Italians. Thanks to the spontaneity of CSJ Executive Board member Silvano Orsi
in District 8 these stations were taken to task. Not only did the radio jockeys apologize publicly on the air, but the executives at 95.1 repented by allowing Silvano to
come on the air and publicize the Italian Festival he runs in Rochester and matching dollar-for-dollar any revenues he would receive at the festival. Great work
Silvano!
Then, it was back to the Southampton School District for another simmering
crisis. An article appeared in the local weekly there, the Southampton Press, that
mentioned that 7th graders in the Southampton Intermediate School had held a
mock trial on Columbus and convicted him of murder. Furthermore, they appeared
before the school board to request a change in the name of the holiday Columbus
Day. Thanks to the superintendent’s invitation I quickly dispatched myself to this
school and made a 45-minute positive presentation on Columbus’ pivotal discovery
in world history. Press and radio coverage were checkered, but some students did
admit the presentation had value. Follow-up included my sending an article written by New Jersey State Historian Sal Turchio to the teachers and students about
the proper context of Columbus in history. I will continue to further our cause with
a dialogue with the Shinnecock Nation in Southampton.
Shortly after this crisis, a TV and internet commercial surfaced regarding
Halos Mandarins. It involved a young female child upset that her household had
run out of Halos mandarins. She retaliated by placing a headless toy horse in her
father’s bed, which terrified him to the extent that he hustled to the supermarket to
stock up on more mandarins. We vehemently expressed our outrage to the company, the ad department, and the talent agency which hired the girl for using a
Godfather movie image to portray its point. I sent a press release to the major
daily, the Delano Record, in Delano, California, the location of corporate headquarters, demanding that the commercial be taken off the air and urged readers to boycott Halos mandarins. Follow-up is still needed because the commercial is still running on the internet.
Furthermore, a most disturbing article appeared in the New York Post that was a
shocker! Queens Supreme Court Justice Duane Hart unsuspectingly looked at the
surname and asked the plaintiff before him, a naturalized citizen from Italy,
Maurizio Oppedisano, if he had mob connections. The plaintiff was stunned! Hart
even made a joke about it. Incensed I dispatched a letter to the New York State
Commission on Judicial Conduct excoriating the judge. The Commission replied
to me and said the matter was under review and eventually I would be notified of
the result.
Continuing in this vein, a lodge member in District 8 brought an article to my
attention in early May entitled “Does Your Corporate Mission Statement Pass the
Mafia Test?” This article was a horror on two counts. Firstly, it was written by a
gentleman who headed the Rochester BUSINESS ETHICS Foundation (emphasis
added). Secondly, the author, James Nortz, posed the question to corporate executives about whether their companies demand loyalty, respect, and obedience just
like the Mafia, as if these traits are wholly endemic to the Mafia only! The
Executive Board and District 8 Liaisons responded to Mr. Nortz by telling him that
these qualities are natural in any worthy corporation. There was absolutely no
need to judge corporations against a diabolical syndicate. Nortz did reply by saying
he meant no harm and he was sorry to offend.
From Rochester we turned our attention to New York City. Thanks to the vigilance and efforts of National CSJ Vice-President John Fratta, we’ve come to learn
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that the NYC schools have an Al Capone book series as part of its required reading
list for elementary school students (“Al Capone Does My Shirts,” “Shines My
Shoes,” and “Does My Homework” - 3 books). In fact, the contents of the books
have nothing to do with Al Capone per se! So, we wonder then why the titles?
Overtures have been made to Schools Chancellor Carmen Farina to meet to discuss
the series, but she has not responded. John has planned a rally in July in front of
her office to protest the book and her indifference. I also plan to write to Farina
and meet with the author to investigate her mindset about these titles. Our goal is
drop the series from the schools’ reading list. Hopefully, we’ll be successful.
New York City has just been the scene of another brouhaha. The New York
Daily News has released a story describing the feud between Governor Andrew
Cuomo and Mayor Bill de Blasio over recent political issues. Pictures included in
the article show both looking like mobsters wearing fedoras and shooting machine
guns at each other. Of course, it’s obvious what the portrayal represents! John
Fratta and I have agreed that we must now meet with the editors or the publisher to
demand a change in attitude when covering Italian Americans in the news.
How amazing it is that in so many quarters so many take so much license in
defaming and stereotyping Italian people! We will remain ever so vigilant and take
bold action to stop this mania, and of course please give us your support when
called upon so we can be as effective as possible.
As much as we get frustrated by these occurrences, there are always positive
things that bring euphoria and pride to us. I was invited in May to the Wappingers
Central School District Italian Awards Night gala in Hopewell Junction sponsored
by the Joe DiMaggio Lodge and led by Joe Zingone. What an impressive affair it
was! There 786 students took Italian in the district this year. Of that number, 350
received certificates that night for maintaining a 90% average or above! One student from each of the 4 high schools received a major scholarship also.
Superintendents, school board trustees, principals, parents, teachers, and students
all attended the event - a real collaborative, joyous effort by all stakeholders!
A nationwide petition was circulated in May for the great Yankee catcher Yogi
Berra to award him the Presidential Medal of Freedom for not only his prowess as
a ballplayer but also for his social activism. NYS CSJ took part. The petition had
to have 100,000 signatures by June 8th for the presidential administration to seriously entertain the petition. By that deadline date 103,000 were secured! Joseph
Scafidi who works closely with Yankee owners the Steinbrenner family told us that
CSJ’s efforts were a significant reason why the threshold was reached! The next
stop is the President of the United States!
At this year’s state convention, District 7 CSJ Chairman Carmine Federico was
awarded the Bene Emeritus Award. At the state scholarship breakfast Dr.
Annamaria Monaco of Suffolk Community College, who works closely with CSJ
in the promotion of the Italian language, received the Cornaro Award, and on
Founders Day in June, Josephine Morici Cohen and Mike Santo received the
Lifetime Achievement Awards. We are elated that these four garnered the awards
this year, which enhances the prestige of CSJ. Great work all of you!
Finally, this year’s summer cultural festival was a big hit on June 27th despite
the weather dampening the attendance. About 720 people attended with approximately 40 vendors selling their wares. Entertainers and presenters still performed
passionately and enthralled the crowd. Italian culture and heritage were staged for
all to see and enjoy! A whale of thanks to the whole Festival Committee which
worked so hard for nine months!
SEMPRE AVANTI!
Fraternally,

Lou

~~~~~~~~~~

On June 27th, State President Carolyn Reres joined the Commission for Social
Justice’s Italian Culture and Heritage Festival committee for a photo op.

An n u aall I ta lia n M u s ic N igh t a t Eis en h ow
o w er Pa r k
On Monday evening, June 22nd (which is also the 110th Anniversary of the
founding of our Order), a fantastic program and wonderful weather combined to
provide a large group of music lovers to enjoy most enjoyable Italian-American
Night at Eisenhower Park, East Meadow, NY.
Accomplished artists, with beautiful and passionate voices - Christopher Macchio
and Marissa Famighetti, thrilled the audience and reached their hearts with their stirring performances.
Also, children from the Park Avenue Elementary School Italian Club provided
their rendition of the Italian National Anthem. It was a delight to hear them sing in
perfect Italian.
Prior to the concert held under the stars, Nassau County Comptroller George
Maragos, on behalf of Nassau County Executive Edward Mangano, paid tribute to
State President Carolyn Reres, IPP Joseph Rondinelli, and the Lodge Presidents of
District II (Nassau County) for their service to OSIA and to their local communities.
A Citation was presented to each one of them.
State President Carolyn Reres, coordinated the event, presented by the Nassau
County Department of Recreation and Parks.
Italian-American Night at Eisenhower Park is one of twenty-one international
concerts presented at the park, all of which are sponsored by Canon. n

MUSEUM HAPPENINGS
GARIBALDI-MEUCCI MUSEUM
420 Tompkins Avenue
Staten Island, New York
718-442-1608garibaldimeuccimuseum.org
Submitted by Madeline Matteucci, Museum Chairperson
I am deeply honored to be appointed Chairperson of the Garibaldi-Meucci Museum
by State President Carolyn Reres. The museum is owned by the National Sons of
Italy Foundation, and is operated by the New York Grand Lodge Board of
Commissioners. The board consists of six elected commissioners for a two year
term. The current board of commissioners are:
President/CEO Joseph Sciame
Museum Chairperson/Commissioner Madeline Matteucci
Museum Vice-Chairperson/Commissioner Anthony Conetta
Commissioner Theresa Corey
Commissioner Pasquale Greco
Commissioner Colette Grillo
Commissioner Mildred Mancusi
Treasurer Rose Frisari
The National Lodge has a Board of Overseers appointed by the national president.
They are:
Carlo Matteucci New York, Chairperson
Carol Berardi, New York
Joy Bruno, California
Frances Cicero, New York
Francis Cipriotti, Maryland
Steve Cozzaglio, Massachusetts
Rosemary Feterik, New Jersey
Sam Fumosa, New Jersey
Michele Ment, New York
Anthony Naccarato, New York
Lino Pizzaia, New York
Patricia Vellecca, Connecticut
The National Sons of Italy Foundation also has a representative: Sal Lanzilotta,
New York
THANK YOU – I would like to thank the local lodges and the members of the Order
for your generous donations at this year’s state convention. Your generosity has
enabled the museum to continue its vital programs.
MUSEUM STAFF – At this time the museum does not have a curator, but has an
administrator, Stephanie Lundegard. At every quarterly meeting she gives a very
detailed and comprehensive Museum report. The museum staff also includes Fran
Cicero, assistant to the administrator, membership/brick campaign coordinator, luncheon chairperson; Marianna Randazzo, director for children’s education programs;
Rose Frisari and Lou Leonini, Italian language classes; Carol Berardi, community
outreach and events coordinator; Bill Castello, grants writer; Jorene Coloantuono,
bookkeeper; Elisabetta Grasso, assistant to the children’s education programs; and
Theresa Corey, volunteer coordinator.
2015 MUSEUM LUNCHEON – Mark your calendars. On Saturday, November 7th
the museum will have its annual luncheon at LiGreci’s on Staten Island. The honorees are State Immediate Past President Joseph Rondinelli, Past Museum
Chairperson Luigi Squillante, Staten Island Chamber of Commerce President Anna
Marie Gentile, and New York State Board of Regent Christine Cea. More information will follow. A bus will be available in Nassau and Suffolk Counties. Depending
upon the responses, a bus can be available in other areas of the state.
BRICK PROGRAM – In 2011 the museum began a brick program. Our goal was to
sell 1,089 bricks. To date we have sold 925; we have 164 bricks remaining. On occasions when an individual is being honored by a local lodge, a brick can be purchased
in their name. If a member of your lodge passes away, you can memorialize their
memory. A brick can be purchased on special occasions in your life, such as an
anniversary, wedding or birth of a grandchild. They are available in $1000, $250, or
$100 increments. For further information contact the museum.
MEMBERSHIP – When the museum applies for grants, the question that is always
asked is how many members belong to the museum? The higher the number the
more likely a grant will be issued. That is why it is critical that every member of the
Order become a member of the museum. The fees are $25 for a senior/student, $40
individual, $50-$99 household, $100-$499 Sponsor, $500-$999 benefactor, and
$1,000 and up patron. For further information contact the museum.
PLEASE KEEP THE MUSEUM IN YOUR HEARTS. IT IS PART OF OUR ITALIAN-CULTURE AND HERITAGE. WE ALL OWN OUR MUSEUM AS MEMBERS OF THE ORDER. PLEASE CONTINUE TO SUPPORT IT, IF WE DON’T,
WHO WILL?
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Proudly displaying his coveted Bene Emeritus Award Plaque is Carmine Federico. The
presentation was made at the 109th State Convention on May 29th. Sharing the happy
occasion with Carmine are, from left: Bene Emeritus Award Chairperson Nancy DiFiore
Quinn; State Recording Secretary Michele Ment, and State President Joseph
Rondinelli.

Ernest and Anna Magliato, the 2015 State Family of the Year recipients, accepting from NY State President Joseph Rondinelli (right), the “Family of the Year
Award” plaque at the 109th State Convention at the Villa Roma Resort and
Conference Center.

Carmine Federico

Magliato Family

Valedictorian of his high school class. He then attended apprenticeship training in
metal fabricating, and won first place in competition for four consecutive years. He
attended North Carolina State University for Industrial Ventilation training and
served his country for six years as a member of the NY Army National Guard where
he attained the rank of Sergeant. In 1964, Carmine married Josephine Sindoni.
Carmine retired as a sales engineer/estimator and fabrication superintendent from
House Sheet Metal Co., Inc. of Syracuse, New York.

well as their family and extended family are proud to belong to a lodge that is located in the heart of Little Italy where their grandparents and great grandparents settled
after emigrating to the United States and have lived for generations. Ernest is very
proud to say his family is from Naples and Sciacca. Ernest and Anna moved to
Massapequa last summer, but their hearts remain on Mulberry Street. A majority of
the Magliato/Pipoli family still reside within a few blocks from where it all began
for their family, and our great Order.

Forty-two years ago, in 1973, Carmine joined the Progresso Lodge #1047, and
quickly rose through the ranks. He became President of the Progresso Lodge and
served from 1976 to 1980 and from 1989 to 1995; and as of March 2015, he is serving another term as Lodge President. After becoming a delegate to the NYS Grand
Lodge Convention, he was elected as a State Trustee (1980-1984). Subsequently, he
was elected as State Commissioner of Arbitration for four years, at which time his
wife Josephine was elected State Trustee. They were the first husband and wife serving on the Grand Lodge Council simultaneously. They also served together from
2006 to 2010. Carmine was elected as a Delegate to the National Convention for six
terms. At the National level, he was elected and served two terms as National
Commissioner of Arbitration (1997-2001) and in 2013, Carmine was re-elected to
that position and currently serves as its chairman. In 2000, Carmine was elected
again as New York Grand Lodge Trustee. In 2004, he was elected as State
Corresponding Secretary and served in this position for five and a half years. In
2009, he was elected as State Recording Secretary and served for two terms. He
simultaneously has held the position of Lodge and District Deputy, having been
appointed to several lodges in the upstate area and as Chairperson for District VII
Presidents.

Ernest is a Local 3 Electrician for the past 14 years. From childhood he has had the
desire to take electronics apart, and fix and build anything he could get his hands on.
He is also very involved in the Little Italy community. He sits on the board of directors of Figli Di San Gennaro, that produces the annual feast. His family has been
participating in San Gennaro for three generations and still does today. Ernest also
sits on the board for LIRA (Little Italy Restoration Association). Volunteering and
community service began for Ernest at a very young age. Upon graduating from elementary school he began volunteering his summers at the Marist Brothers camp in
Esopus, New York, and was always ready to lend a helping hand in his elementary
and high school. In 1994, a local group called “LMNOP” asked Ernest for his input
on the renovation of De Salvio playground, and this is where his love for community involvement began.

Family are members of the Lt. Joseph Petrosino Lodge #285
Tin heLittleMagliato/Pipoli
Clivedarmine
Federico came to the United States from Italy at the age of thirteen, and
Italy, NYC. They are proud to be members of a lodge that is located a few
with his brother and sister-in-law in Syracuse, New York. He graduated as the
blocks away from where OSIA originated in 1905. Ernest and Anna Magliato as

Although the Sons of Italy has been his life, Carmine has been involved in numerous community activities. He is a member of the Sheet Metal Workers Union Local
58 and International Organization. Carmine’s Italian related activities include:
member of the Italian-American Heritage Association; volunteer for Festa Italiana
in Syracuse; Board member of the Syracuse Columbus Day Parade Committee; and
Chairperson for Congressional Medal of Honor Display for Progresso Lodge and
other lodges in the district; member of the Columbus Monument Association and
proponent for Columbus Day Activities; organizer and Chairperson for the Lodge’s
Bingo Committee and organizer of Italian Night for the Syracuse Chiefs Baseball
Team.
Carmine has served a leadership role in the Progresso Lodge of Syracuse for the past
42 years. He has served tirelessly on every committee in his lodge, and the Progresso
Lodge recently awarded him a certificate for his many years of service. The Grand
Lodge also recognized the Federicos, when, in 1995, Carmine and Josephine were
chosen as the New York State OSIA “Family of the Year.” For all his time in the
Order, Carmine has been a staunch proponent and representative for the upstate area
in the Order Sons of Italy in America.
The Federico’s have two children, who, with their spouses are all members of OSIA.
Dr. Carmen J. Federico, D.O. is presently practicing medicine in North Syracuse,
NY, Joanna M. Federico Cox teaches music in the Marietta School District in
Marietta, Georgia. Carmine and Josephine are the proud grandparents of six grandchildren, Daniel, Zachary, Emma, and Jacob Federico; and Benjamin Carmine and
Mary Elizabeth Cox. Bravo e auguri!
10 • The Golden Lion • July-August 2015

Ernest is a charter member of the Petrosino Lodge and joined at its inception in
1999. He was asked to join by Joe and John Fratta. At just 19 years old, he joined,
never realizing the journey it would take him on. He fell in love with the Lodge and
the Order where he quickly moved up the ranks from Trustee, then onto 2nd Vice
President, 1st Vice President, and then in 2011, elected unanimously as President.
He later became Deputy to the A.P. Giannini Lodge. At the 2014 NYS Convention,
Ernest was elected by acclamation NYS Trustee from District 3.
After meeting Anna in 2008, while serving as an active member of the Petrosino
Lodge Council, she too, quickly became extremely involved and began to hold positions on the Council. Anna was Financial Secretary, which was fitting as she was
employed by LeSchack & Grodensky Law Firm, as their Chief Financial Officer.
She later became Orator and 2nd Vice President and currently is serving as 1st Vice
President to the Petrosino Lodge. Anna is currently the house accountant for Grotta
Azzurra Restaurant and their property management company. She quickly got
involved in the Little Italy community and was asked to be the Treasurer for the
Little Italy Merchants Association, which she did from 2009-2014. Ernest and Anna
married in 2012 while Ernest was serving as President, and for the first time in
Petrosino Lodge history, a President stepped in as single and ended his term married
(as Mr & Mrs). Ernest and Anna have been either chair people or members of each
of the Lodge committees and also chaired some of the Lodges most successful
fundraising events. Today, both Ernest and Anna sit on numerous NYS Committees.
In 2013, Anna was appointed to be the NYS Alzheimer’s Chairperson. Ernest was
appointed Co-Chair of the NYS Walk-for-A-Cure in 2015.
Together they are proud to say although they may not be the quintessential OSIA
family, they by their own right are a prime example of the embodiment of how
OSIA and many prominent Italian Americans started. They started with a dream and
a desire, and either met their spouses or significant others here or brought them from
abroad. Together they flourished and became what is known as the Italian American.
n

2015 D r. Vi n c e n z o S e l l a ro Aw a rd R e c i p i e n t s

NY State President Joseph Rondinelli with the Sellaro Award recipient Mildred
Mancusi.

M

Joseph Fratta (right), proudly displays the Sellaro Award plaque presented to him
by NY State President Joseph Rondinelli.

Mi ldred R. Man cusi

ildred Rosemary Camuti (better known to all of us as Mildred Mancusi) was born in Astoria, New
York to Rose and Dominick Camuti on June 5, 1943. She was raised in an extremely close family atmosphere
with her brothers Gary and Dominick and sister Geraldine. A typical Sunday dinner at the Camuti’s revolved
around grandparents, aunts, uncles and cousins. They would share a special meal and then wind up watching
the Ed Sullivan Show together before returning home.
Mildred grew up in Bayside, New York and attended elementary school at P.S. 162 and then moved on to
Marie Curie Junior High School in Bayside. In 1961, she graduated from Bayside High School. After graduation, she went directly to work for Metropolitan Life Insurance Company as a computer programmer and
eventually worked her way up to Manager of the Computer Division.
Mildred met her husband Leonard on October 9, 1960. They knew from the very first moment they met that
they would be together forever. After six years of dating, they married on May 28, 1966 - and the rest is history!
Their only child, Stephanie Elizabeth Mancusi was born on 9/11/1969. Mildred absolutely loved being a
mother and wife, but just could not get used to being an “at home” mom. Leonard began Law School the day
that Stephanie was born and with his long hours working and law school at night, she made the decision to
return to the work force on a part time basis. She began working for the New York City Off Track Betting
Corporation and remained with them for 36 years before retiring. She was a Union Delegate and Shop
Steward and learned a lot about the racing industry.
In April 1986, Mildred was encouraged by Mary and Sam DiTrapani to join the Per Sempre Ladies Lodge.
Mildred wasn’t really too interested at first because she was so busy with Leonard’s career in City
Government. She thoroughly enjoyed being a political wife - attending numerous events and meeting with
so many elected officials.
Since the day Mildred joined the Per Sempre Ladies Lodge she was always giving 150%. She represented
Per Sempre Ladies Lodge for many years as a delegate to the State Convention. This wonderful journey led
up to her being elected President of this great lodge in 2009. She served in this position for four years and
under her leadership, membership increased, fraternity was fostered and financial stability of the lodge was
established.
Her long time experience in the business world gave her the opportunity to expertly chair so many of the Per
Sempre Ladies Lodge committees! She chaired the Chinese Auction for eight years, Annual Fashion Show
for six years, Supermarket Bingo, Pound Auction and so on and so on. Actually, she probably has served one
time or another on every single activity held by the lodge. Miraculously, she still does!
On a state level, Mildred is the deputy to the Lt. Joseph Petrosino Lodge #285. She currently serves as the
NYSOSIA Cooley’s Anemia Co-Chairperson and has given her expertise to the Convention Committee,
Newsletter Competition Committee, and Autism Committee. In addition, Mildred currently serves as the
Chairperson of the District III Presidents’ Council and Commissioner of the Garibaldi Meucci Museum.
On a community level, Mildred was a Girl Scout Leader for five years and in June 2013 she was elected as
Financial Secretary to Franklin Elementary School PTA in Woodmere, Long Island. She was an active member of the John Lindsay Democratic Club and the Queens Civic Association in Whitestone. Mildred worked on
campaigns for Mayor John Lindsay, Governor Mario Cuomo, Comptroller Jay Golden and Comptroller Alan
Hevesi. She also campaigned for Mayor David Dinkens and Assemblyman Alton Waldon. Mildred has been
engaged in politics for over 45 years and has enjoyed every minute of her civic volunteerism.
Mildred’s daughter Stephanie is married to Andrew DeCicco and they have four children - each of which have
a special place in their Grandma’s heart. Samantha, Kristen, Michael, and Matthew are definitely the “loves
of Mildred’s life.”
All of Mildred’s grandchildren literally “grew up” in the lodge and they supported and helped Mildred during her four years in office. Stephanie is a member of the lodge and also served on the lodge council.
Samantha and Kristen could never understand why they couldn’t become “Junior Members” of the lodge
because they helped with so many functions since they were very young children.

Jose ph Fratt a
J

oseph was born on September 29, 1948 to Anthony and Agnes in Little Italy,
New York. Growing up in Little Italy came very easy for “Joey” as he is called; he
was very likable and always the first to assist anyone in need.
He attended Transfiguration Roman Catholic Elementary School, then went on to
Colby Academy High School and finished high school at Seward Park. As a young
boy he worked in his family’s flower shop and funeral home. As soon as he got his
driver’s license he started delivering flowers. He just loved driving, and up to this
day, Joey is the family driver and the lodge chauffeur.
In 1968, Joey was drafted into the US Army, and after six months of training he was
shipped to Viet Nam for thirteen months. While there he received the Bronze Star,
Viet Nam Service Medal, Viet Nam Commendation Medal, Tuy Hoa Appreciation
Medal, and the National Defense Service Medal. After nine months of combat, he
was promoted to Sergeant.
As attested by the charitable committees that he is involved in the Order, that he is
a very caring person. While in Tuy Hoa, Vietnam, he was driving through the village and saw some children playing by a burnt-out building. A few days later, he
and an army buddy decided to try to rebuild the building and turn it into an orphanage. Getting help from his superiors and his other buddy he then wrote home for
donations. Within two months they raised $25,000. When it was finished it accommodated 25 children. Joey oversaw the project until he was shipped to another area.
That is how he is in OSIA, always there to help raise money for charity. He joined
the Lt. Joseph Petrosino Lodge in 1999 as a charter member. He rose through the
ranks to Lodge President in 2008. While President he brought the membership up
from 75 to 135. He also kept the lodge afloat financially during the difficult times.
He has chaired numerous committees and is still on every committee that the lodge
has. On a state level he is Cancer Research Chair, Commissioner of Arbitration
Chair. As per other committees, he is on the Golf Outing, Autism, Cooley’s Anemia,
Walk for a Cure, and CSJ Liaison. He is currently Grand Deputy to the Father
Vincent Capodanno Lodge on Staten Island.
Joey is very involved within his community. He is part of the San Gennaro Feast in
NYC’s Little Italy, and member of the Memorial Day celebration. He is always
ready to assist his brother John on any type of bias situations that are aimed at our
culture and heritage.
Joey still lives a couple of blocks from Little Italy with his wife Beatrice. His
daughter Tricia and his son Danny live in the same complex, and his son Joseph
lives in Brooklyn with his wife Danielle and their two daughters Isabella and
Luciana. n

Mildred Mancusi has become a pivotal part of Per Sempre Ladies Lodge. She is proud of her Italian heritage
- proud of her lodge and will continue to support the Order Sons of Italy in America for many years to come.n
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109th New York OSIA
Annual State Convention
By Nancy DiFiore Quinn - Co-Editor

T

he 109th Annual State Convention of the
Grand Lodge of New York, Order Sons of
Italy in America. was held at Villa Roma
Resort & Conference Center on Thursday, May
27th through Sunday, May 31st. Kudos to State
Convention Chairperson Carol DiTrapani, CoChairpersons Carmine Rosato, Annette
Lankewish, Ernest Magliato, and Rae Lanzilotta
… and the entire Convention Committee for a
spectacular event!
State President Joseph Rondinelli presided over
the convention and it was obvious to all that he
was well prepared and enjoyed the “coming
together” of the Brothers and Sisters of the
Grand Lodge of New York.
Our State Historian Lucy Codella presented a
film (which we viewed in segments all during
the convention) of all the State Past Presidents.
It certainly will remain as a video journal of the
accomplishments of the Past Presidents beginning with Grand Venerable (State President)
Joseph E. Fay.
During this State Convention the delegates of
the New York Grand Lodge, Order Sons of Italy
in America elected a new State President by
acclamation … Sister Carolyn Reres of the
America Lodge #2245, Franklin Square. She
has been in the Order for over twenty years and
has served in various key positions on the
Executive Board of the Grand Council. We look
forward to her knowledgeable leadership!
The following Executive Board Officers were
also elected by acclamation: 1st Vice President
Robert Ferrito of the John D. Calandra Lodge
#2600, Yonkers; 2nd Vice President Anthony
Naccarato of the Giuseppe Verdi Lodge #2163
of Syosset; State Orator Michele Ment of the Fr.
Donald B. Licata Lodge #2435 of Carmel; State
Recording Secretary Biagio Isgro of the Roma
Intangible Lodge of Albany; State Financial
Secretary John Fratta of the Lt. Joseph Petrosino
Lodge #285, Manhattan; State Corresponding
Secretary James Spatafora of the Duca Degli
Abruzzi Lodge #443 of Endicott, and State
Treasurer Arthur Spera of the Constantino
Brumidi Lodge #2211 of Deer Park. Luigi
Squillante of the Cellini Lodge #2206 of New
Hyde Park was appointed by President Reres as
the State Principal Trustee. Of course, our Past
State President Joseph Rondinelli now serves as
the Immediate Past President and a member of
the Executive Board. In addition, President
Carolyn re-appointed Fr. Adam Forno as chaplain of the New York Grand Lodge and Anthony
D’Angelis of the Galileo Galilei Lodge #2253 of
Hicksville as the New York State Deputy.
The following brothers and sisters were also
elected to serve as National Delegates from the
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Grand Lodge of New York at the upcoming 54th
Biennial National Convention to be held in
Bonita Springs, Florida: Michele Ment, Biagio
Isgro, John Fratta, Arthur Spera, Luigi
Squillante, Joan Rondinelli, Eleanor Jobbagy,
Keith Wilson and Lucy Codella. Brother Joseph
Fratta was elected as the first alternate delegate.
We will be electing a new National President
and National Officers at this convention.
On Friday afternoon, Sister Mildred Mancusi of
the Per Sempre Ladies Lodge #2344A,
Lynbrook was awarded the prestigious Dr.
Vincenzo Sellaro Award together with Brother
Joseph Fratta of the Lt. Joseph Petrosino Lodge
#285, Little Italy. The purpose of the award is to
recognize and acknowledge OSIA members who
have distinguished themselves in the ideals and
principles exemplified by its founder, Dr.
Sellaro. Both surely deserved this award!
Ernest & Anna Magliato and family were presented with the 2015 Family of the Year Award.
The Magliato Family hails from the Lt. Joseph
Petrosino Lodge #285 in Little Italy. They were
honored for their outstanding involvement within the Sons of Italy as well as their civic and
community service.
The Bene Emeritus Award, the State’s highest
award was presented to Brother Carmine
Federico at a special Awards Banquet on Friday,
May 29th. The award is given for outstanding
and distinguished service in accordance with our
motto … Liberty, Equality, and Fraternity.
Brother Carmine is a Past President of the
Progresso Lodge #1047 in Syracuse and is currently serving as the National Arbitration
Committee Chairperson of the Supreme Lodge
of OSIA.
Also on Friday evening, more than 350 delegates and guests were delighted to welcome
New York State Comptroller Thomas DiNapoli
as the keynote speaker. NYOSIA is proud to
acknowledge the great achievements of this
Cellini Lodge brother Tom DiNapoli … and we
could not be prouder to share his Italian heritage.
On Saturday, we were advised by Chairperson
Emelise Aleandri that the Cornaro Award will be
presented to Dr. Anna Maria Monaco at the June
13th Scholarship Awards Presentation. The
Italian American Literary Award was presented
to Philip Cioffari.
Filial lodges and individual brothers and sisters
from all over the state donated $83,000 to various worthwhile charities including: Cooley’s
Anemia, Alzheimer’s, Cancer Research, the
Commission for Social Justice (CSJ), New York
OSIA’s own Garibaldi Meucci Museum, and the
Gift of Sight.
The theme of this convention was “Celebrating
the past … Shaping the future!” We certainly
did a lot of celebrating as well as discussed new
innovative ideas to shape the future. Thank you
State IPP Joseph Rondinelli for a memorable
two years … and welcome State President
Carolyn Reres who will now shape the future!

Selected photos by Joseph Fratta
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2015 P rESidEntiAl l ifEtiME A chiEvEMEnt AwArd

Accepting the award from NYS President Carolyn Reres and IPP Joseph
Rondinelli with gratitude and humility is Josephine Morici Cohen. The award
was presented to her at the OSIA’s 110th Anniversary Celebration in NYC’s
“Little Italy” on June 28, 2015.

J

The second recipient of the coveted award was Michael Santo, Esq. He was
selected for exemplifying the principles of the Order and for his contribution to
the betterment of his community. Michael is flanked by NYS President Carolyn
Reres and IPP Joseph Rondinelli.

Josephine Morici cohen

osephine was born in Manhattan to Rosaria and John Morici. She was raised with her siblings Peter, Rose Ann and Cyrus (Rosario) in a very traditional, warm and loving family.
The family moved to Ozone Park Queens, where Josephine attended John Adams High
School.
Josephine continued her education at New York University where she majored in foreign languages - Spanish and Italian. She was a member of "II Circolo Italiano,” the Pi Phi Alpha
Sorority for Italian American Women and the Neuman Club. She met and married Joseph
Ortego, and together, until his early passing, they raised their children, Joseph John, Jr., Susan
Marie, and Sandy Marie.
Before retiring to care for her family, Josephine held the position of Assistant film Librarian at
New York University. She also held the position of Assistant Director of Sales and Promotion
of a book publishing firm. She found it rewarding teaching Spanish privately.
Josephine met and married Murray Cohen, a Professional Engineer and together they joined the
family of the Order Sons of Italy in America. Murray was a member of Columbus Lodge #2143
until his passing. He was supportive and always worked silently behind the scenes in all of
Josephine's endeavors.
Josephine has been affiliated with the Order Sons of Italy in America for the past forty-five
years, and is a charter member of the Ann Bambino Lodge #2353. She was a member of the
Council for over twenty years, served as Sentinel, moved up through the chairs to the
Presidency of the Ann Bambino Lodge. She was an active member of the lodge, serving as
chairperson and a member of many of the Lodge's functions. She served as State Deputy to the
Aida Ladies Lodge for ten years and was a delegate to the New York State Convention for
twenty years. Upon moving to Suffolk County, she is currently an active member of the P.
Vincent Landi Lodge #2239 where she serves on the council and served as president to the
Lodge. Josephine has been on the executive board of the Commission for Social Justice since
its inception thirty-five years ago. She served as secretary for ten years, Chairperson of
Intergroup Relations and Senior Vice President. As Chairperson of Intergroup Relations for the
CSJ, she has worked jointly with other groups such as the Anti-Defamation League of B'nai
B'rith, American Jewish Committee, Conference of Jewish Organizations, Hadassah and the
National Italian American Foundation in promoting a better image for Italian Americans, and
fighting bias and bigotry for all. For twenty-two years she was the notable Chairperson and
Mistress of Ceremonies for the very successful Annual Solidarity Breakfast between the
Commission for Social Justice and B'nai B'rith. The two organizations presented the prestigious
Lehman-LaGuardia Award for civic achievement to outstanding Jews and Italians. She was
instrumental in organizing solidarity breakfasts between the Order Sons of Italy and B'nai B'rith
Lodges. Josephine has been chairperson and Mistress of Ceremonies for the Annual fund raiser Dinner Dance for the Commission for Social Justice for the past thirty-five years. Josephine
is the recipient of the distinguished Dr. Vincenzo Sellaro Award. She was chosen "Woman of
the Year" by the Verrazzano and Rocky Marciano Lodge of OSIA and the Trophy Lodge of
B'nai B'rith.
Josephine received special recognitions by the Anti- Defamation League and the Order of B'nai
B'rith. She was recognized as one of the "Outstanding Women of the Order" by the Per Sempre
Ladies Lodge. Josephine was honored by the Organization Pathways for Womens Health.
Josephine received numerous citations from state and county officials and was published in
Newsday's Winner Circle as an activist. She has been a member of the National Organization
of Italian American Women, the Seaford Chamber of Commerce, Ministry of Consolation at
Maria Regina Church, and Catholic Daughters of America at St Frances Cabrini Church.
Josephine resides in a community in Middle Island where she organized and is President of the
Birchwood Italian Culture Club. She was President of the Birchwood Entertainment Committee
and the Birchwood Theatre Group.
She raised and nurtured a loving, harmonious and closely knit family. Josephine derives great
pleasure sharing time with her companion Dr. Arthur Siegel, and her children who now include
Shirley, Dominic, Greg, her granddaughters, Alexandra, Juliana and Jovanna and grandsons
Michael and Sen. To Josephine, family and good friends is what life is all about. n
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Michael A. Santo, Esq.

ichael A. Santo is a trial counsel at Duffy & Duffy, focusing on medical
malpractice and personal injury cases. Before arriving at the firm, Mr.
Santo was a long time senior trial counsel at another Nassau County firm
concentrating in personal injury and medical malpractice claims.

In addition to his trial work, Mr. Santo is general counsel to the Executive
Board of the Order Sons of Italy in New York as well as the Order’s
Foundation Corporation and its Commission for Social Justice, the antidefamation arm of the Order.
Mr. Santo serves as a Board Member of H.E.V.N., a local non-profit community-based organization helping to eradicate gang and youth violence. Mr.
Santo has been a long standing volunteer with the Tabernacle of Joy Church in
Uniondale.
Mr. Santo is admitted to practice in New York, New Jersey and Massachusetts,
and is also admitted to practice in the local federal courts.
He graduated from New England School of Law where he was the managing
editor of the school’s law journal. He holds a Masters Degree in criminal justice and served numerous legal internships at the state and federal level in the
civil and criminal fields.
Mr. Santo is a member of the New York State Bar Association, the New York
State Academy of Trial Lawyers, the New Jersey State Bar Association, the
Association of Trial Lawyers of America, the New York State Trial Lawyers
Association and the Nassau County Bar Association.
In addition. Mr. Santo has provided pro bono legal services to the Family
Baptist Church, Bronx, NY as well as pro bono legal services to the
Tabernacle of Joy Church, Uniondale, NY.
He is currently running a project to erect a life-sized statue of JOHN
LENNON in NYC, for which he holds a joint copyright with the sculpture.
Additionally, Mr. Santo is currently conducting private international art
research into a currently “undiscovered” multi-medial Pablo Picasso art form
from Paris, circa 1936.
He has received a range of awards, including:
Selected to The National Trial Lawyers – Top 100 Trial Lawyers
Selected to “SUPER LAWYERS” 2013
Rated by Martindale-Hubbell: Pre-eminent: 5.0/5.0
Honoree, H.E.V.N. (Help Eliminate Violence Now), 2012.
Honoree, New York State Commission for Social Justice, 2007.
Selected as a New York City Urban Fellow: 1980 – 1981.
Academic Achievement Award, 1977.
Selected to “Top Lawyer” by Global Directory of Who's Who n

2015 C ornaro award

Following the award presentation, Dr. Annamaria Monaco (right) poses with Dr.
Emelise Aleandri, Lucrezia Cornaro Award Chairperson (left); and NY State Grand
Lodge President Carolyn Reres. Dr. Monaco gave the keynote speech at the NY
OSIA Scholarship Award ceremony at Tappan Zee HS, in Orangeburg, NY.

annamaria Monaco, Ph.d.
D r. Annamaria

Monaco graduated from the University of Pavia, Alma Ticinensis
Universitas, in Lombardy, Italy, where she received a Bachelor’s and a Master’s degree
in Italian Literature and Philosophy. Upon graduation, she moved to New York and was
admitted into a doctorate program at Stony Brook University. After completing her
coursework and dissertation in Neapolitan Dialect, she earned a Doctorate in Foreign
Language Education.
She was recently promoted to Full Professor of Italian at Suffolk County Community
College, where she also serves as the advisor for the Italian Club and the coordinator and
faculty leader of the Summer Study Abroad Program in Italy, with Sorrento as its main
location.
As faculty advisor for the Italian Club, Dr. Monaco is as innovative as she is in the
classroom. The Ammerman Campus Italian Club sponsors trips to the Metropolitan
Opera, to museums, exhibits, lectures, performances, and demonstrations. Each month
another vibrant activity is listed in the schedule. Therefore, on several occasions the
Italian Club has been a finalist for “Club of the Year” honors.
In an effort to encourage Suffolk County Community College students to broaden their
horizons and live in another culture, in 2010 Dr. Monaco proposed a summer study
abroad program. She is the director of the program as well as one of the instructors
teaching in Italy. Dr. Monaco is especially proud of this program, which has afforded
students an opportunity to experience another culture firsthand and to put their language
skills to authentic use. Moreover, Dr. Monaco is thrilled to be instrumental in guiding
Suffolk County Community College students on their way to becoming “citizens of the
world.”
Since she immigrated to the United States, Dr. Monaco has been involved in teaching
and promoting Italian language and culture, first as a scholar, and later as a valuable
instructor. She regularly gives presentations, lectures and workshops on foreign
language pedagogy and Italian culture and society. She is a member of several language
organizations at the local, state, and national levels. She has written several book
reviews, published articles on Italian society and culture, and edited a chapter for a new
textbook in Italian.
Dr. Monaco is currently the President of AATI-LI (Association of Teachers of ItalianLong Island Chapter) and workshop coordinator for the variety of workshops offered for
Italian teachers on Long Island. In her capacity as President of AATI-LI, she promotes
the study, teaching and appreciation of Italian culture and language in academic and
community settings. She is also the AATI-LI Listserv Administrator of the organization.
Dr. Monaco is instrumental in offering a communicative network among all teachers of
Italian throughout Long Island. She is also active in proposing various opportunities for
professional growth, such as informational meetings, lectures, conferences, workshops
and culturally enriching events to all her colleagues. Furthermore, Dr. Monaco also
serves as member of the editorial board of the AATI online working papers.
In 2012, Dr. Monaco received the prestigious State University of New York Chancellor’s
Award for Excellence in Teaching. A full-time member of the Suffolk County
Community College Foreign Language faculty since September 2003, she has proven to
be a most valuable asset to the Foreign Language program, particularly in Italian, which
underwent profound revitalization and renewal during that period.
Dr. Monaco’s research interests include the study of the changes of Italian society and
culture in the last fifty years, immigration to Italy, Italian Cinema, and Italian language
teaching materials and methodology. auguri dottoressa Monaco. n

2015 L iteray award

Literary Award recipient, Dr. Phlip Cioffari (right), accepting the award from NY
State President Joseph Rondinelli and Dr. Emelise Aleandri, the Literary
Award Committee Chairperson, presented to him at the 109th State
Convention.

P

Philip Cioffari

HILIP CIOFFARI received his Ph.D. in Literature from New York University
and is a professor of English at William Paterson University in New Jersey
where he teaches Creative Writing and serves as director of the Performing &
Literary Arts Honors Program.
His latest novel, Dark Road, Dead End, was published in November 2014. His
collection of stories, A History of Things Lost or Broken, (2007) won the Tartt fiction prize and the D. H. Lawrence award for fiction. His first novel, Catholic
Boys, was published in December, 2007 and his novel, Jesusville, in 2011. Some
fifty or so of his short stories have appeared in North American Review, Playboy,
Michigan Quarterly, Northwest Review, Southern Humanities Review, William
and Mary Review, Platinum, Mississippi Review, Bayou, Mangrove, Gulfstream,
Italian Americana, Turnstile, The Paterson Literary Review, The Westchester
Review and many other magazines and journals.
His poetry has appeared in Southern Poetry Review, the Midwest Quarterly, The
Worcester Review, Calypso, the Green Mountains Review, the New Mexico
Humanities Review, New York Quarterly, etc.
His work has been anthologized in Men of Our Time (U. of Georgia Press),
100% Pure Florida Fiction (U. of Florida Press), the Anthology of Magazine
Verse 1988, Many Lights in Many Windows (Milkweed), Literature Connections
(McDougell-Littell), and Wild Dreams (Fordham U. Press).
He wrote and directed the Independent feature film, Love in the Age of Dion,
which has won a number of awards at film festivals, including Best Feature Film
at the Long Island Int’l Film Expo (2006), and Best Director at the New York
Independent Film & Video Festival (2009). His plays have been produced at the
Belmont Italian American Playhouse in the Bronx, Circle Repertory Lab, Lincoln
Center Library for the Performing Arts, American Globe Theatre, American
Theater of Actors, Pulse Ensemble Theater, JET (formerly Inner Space), the
Gettysburg College Play Festival and the New Jersey Playwright’s Festival. He
has directed numerous plays Off-Off Broadway. He has written several optioned
screenplays, including--for Roman Polanski--a contemporary version of Alice in
Wonderland.
He received the New Voice Fiction Prize by the Writers' Voice in New York City
in 1994 and has been nominated three times for a Pushcart Press Literary Prize.
He has been awarded several dozen writing fellowships at various institutions,
including MacDowell Colony, Virginia Center for the Creative Arts, Blue
Mountian Colony, the Bread Loaf Writers’ Conference, and the Sewanee Writers’
Conference. His website: www.philipcioffari.com. n

In Mem oriam
District Lodge Member
3
2344 Ralph Rosato

DOD
7/8/2015

May their souls, and all the souls of the faithful departed through the mercy of God, rest in peace. Amen.
Names as submitted by Lodges as of July 9, 2015
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The four recipients at the America Lodge #2245 of Franklin Square
Scholarship Night held on June 17, 2015, are shown with members of the Order.
From left: Maya Whalen-Kipp; Victoria Charbonneau; Lorenzo Gisonda; and
Antonia Palmeri (Antonia is also a recipient of a Grand Lodge Scholarship).
Standing behind them are, from left: Sylvia Giglio, Lodge President; Vincent
Muscarella, Nassau County Legislator; Carolyn Reres, NY State President; and
Nancy DiFiore Quinn, National Fifth Vice President.

Judge Frank A. Gulotta Lodge #2180 - East Rockaway. IPP Gil DeCosimo
(left) and President Pasquale Greco are shown with recipients of the Vincent
Cottone Education Awards. Two monetary awards were given by the lodge to
students with achievement in Italian Language. The recipients for 2015 are
Diana Sharkey and Briana Holmes, seniors at East Rockaway HS. The lodge is
very proud of them for taking the Italian AP test.

Loggia Glen Cove No. 1016, recently awarded Scholarships, Dante Medals,
and a Community Service Award at its last meeting. The scholarship night was
well attended by State and Lodge officers, members, dignitaries, as well as the
parents and families of the scholarship and award recipients. The Local
Scholarship Award Recipients were: Elizabeth Capobianco, Christopher Palmieri,
and Nicki Stanco; the Dante Medal Recipients were: Elena Stanco, Alexanndra
Biolsi, Mary Kate Guma, and Mara Hammerschmidt; the Community Service
Award recipient was Tristin Vitale. In photo, seated are: Scholarship and Award
Recipients- Standing: NYS 2nd VP, Anthony Naccarato; NYS President, Carolyn
Reres; Scholarship Recipients; Joseph Gallo, Lodge President; Kathryn Grande,
Scholarship Chairperson; and Angelo Grande, Scholarship Committee.
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Columbus Lodge #2143 - Farmingdale. Ten of the seventeen recipients are
shown with a host of dignitaries that attended the scholarship award ceremony
on June 7, 2015, at the lodge. Among the recipients, three were also recipients
of the Grand Lodge scholarship. This year, the lodge awarded $11,150 to the
deserving graduates for their scholastics achievements including three for excellence in Italian studies.

John Michael Marino Lodge No. 1389 of Port Washington, held its 35th
Annual Scholarships and Charities Awards Presentation on June 17th. Twelve
scholarships were presented to graduating students from nine high schools. Four
students were awarded the Dante Medal for Excellence in the Study of the Italian
Language and another student was presented with an award for Italian Studies.
Three other students received the John Michael Marino Athletic Award. Pictured
with the recipients are members of the lodge including Lodge President Marianne
Bortone Prince and Lodge Foundation President and IPP Tony Conetta (standing
first and third from right).

Le Amiche Lodge #2550 of Yonkers, held its annual Scholarship Awards
Ceremony on Tuesday, July 7, 2015, honoring three deserving students:
Nicholas Russo, Vincent Russo, and Joseph Oleskovic (seated in center).
Pictured with the recipients are: seated, from left - parents of Nicholas and
Vincent; and Joseph’s mother. Standing: Committee Member Allison Montovelli,
State Trustee Cathy Lembo-Lloyd, Committee Members Margaret Forte and
Mary DeMattia, VP Geri Esposito, State 1st VP Robert Ferrito, Scholarship
Chairperson Teri Tirone, Joseph’s Aunt, and Committee Member Fran Esposito.

Giovanni Caboto Lodge No. 2372 - Bellmore. On June 16th, at its Annual
Scholarship Night, the lodge presented four awards for excellence in Italian studies to local Middle Schools; four scholarships to local High Schools; and four
scholarships to members’ grandchildren - Elizabeth Moschella (seated, left),
Taylour Bianco and Tom Adamo (standing, 4th and 6th from left. The fourth,
Sabrina Gatto, couldn’t be present. (Moschella and Gatto also received
NYSOSIA scholarships). Posing with the recipients are, from left: Tom Adamo,
Scholarship Chair; Carolyn Reres, NYS President; Steven Rhoads, Nassau
County Legislator; and Anthony Capriola, Lodge President.

Galileo Galilei Lodge #2253, Hicksville. Scholarship Awards Ceremony was
attended by Town of Oyster Bay Councilman Anthony Macagnone; State Deputy
Anthony D'Angelis; NYS Grand Lodge President Carolyn Reres; Lodge President
Anthony Cuccia Jr., Laura DiGirolamo, NYS 2nd VP Anthony Naccarato; and
Joseph Monticciolo, in rear left to right. The scholarship recipients are: Michael
Kemmet, Thomas Kemmet, and Marisa Fulgieri. Two other recipients were
unable to attend.

The Cellini Lodge #2206 of New Hyde Park, held its 47th Annual Scholarship
Awards Night in June, presenting a total of over $18,000 in scholarships and
awards to students who attained the highest of academic achievements.
Presented were Post High School On-Going Gold and Silver Awards, Grandchild
Awards and Graduate Studies Awards. Cellini Lodge also gives an annual award
to one student from each of ten public schools in the community for excellence in
Italian Language Studies. Congratulating the students on their achievements are
at center, Cellini Lodge President Alfonso Squillante and Guest Speaker Maria
Tamburri, Chair of the National Organization of Italian American Women, and the
Cellini Lodge Scholarship Committee.

On May 18, 2015, Loggia Giovanni da Verrazzano #1236 of Piermont, honored Italian students from Tappan Zee High School in Orangeburg, during its 28th
Annual Ceremony. 10 scholarships were awarded to qualifying seniors. Students
in grades 8-12 were honored for their achievement of an average of 90 or above
this year. Students who achieved an average of 90 or above throughout high
school were honored in an induction ceremony and their names were inscribed
on a plaque which hangs in the school lobby. Pictured are the scholarship recipients with members of the lodge. Front row, left to right: Joseph Stillo,
Scholarship Chairman; Maria Stub and Patrizia Castelli, Italian Teachers; recipients - Annika Scilipote, Stephanie Sweeney, Amanda Violetto, and Margaret
Mitard; Sonny DiCasoli, Scholarship Committee; and Rocco Trentinella IPP. Back
row, left to right, recipients: Jenna Woulfe, Shannon Ehmsen, Kathleen Skelly,
Samantha McGoldrick, Christina Nilson, Italian Teacher, Lindsay Maldari, and
Alexandra Calegari.

On June 10, 2015, the Perry Como Lodge #2846 of Northport, held its annual scholarship awards night. Five graduating seniors with Italian Heritage were
presented with scholarships based upon their essays, grade point average,
community service & other criteria. Pictured are the recipients along with the
lodge president and the chairman of the scholarship committee. Pictured from
left: Charles Sorrentino, President; recipients - Nicholas Giordano, Lauren
DiSalvo, Samantha Itace, Giovanna Lesser, and Lawrence Lesser; and Charles
Lucie, Chairman of the awards Committee.

Rockland Sons of Italy Lodge #2176 - Blauvelt. At the May 6th Scholarship
Awards Dinner, the lodge presented six Scholarships Awards; four Achievement
Awards; one Excellence in Italian Language Award, and one Leadership Award
to deserving students from local High Schools. The recipients are shown with
Lodge President Greg DeCola, Jr., Dr. John Guglielmucci, NYS Senator David
Carlucci, and Dr. John Bosso. One of the recipients, Amanda Violetto, was also
the recipient of a NY Grand Lodge scholarship.
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Italy Famous For Building The Pipe Organ
by Prof./Cav. Philip J. DiNovo
Recently, I attended an event where it was my privilege to hear Diane Bish, who is
one of the most influential classical organists performing today. She is a concert and
recording artist, composer, conductor and international television personality. I love
organ music and believe the organ is the “king” of instruments. Ms. Bish played
Pietro Yon's "Allegro" from Concerto Gregoriano, and it received the greatest
acclaim of all the pieces which she presented. I had never heard about Pietro Yon
before and did not realize he composed Gesù Bambino. The information on the front
page is just a modicum of the international Italian-American organist’s creativity
and virtuosity.
Throughout my research I learned a great deal about Italian organs. Padua, as well
as the entire Venetian area of Italy, has always been famous for pipe organ building.
By the 1700s, a unique school of organ building had emerged in Venice, founded by
Pietro Nacchini and his successors. The most famous of these was Gaetano Callido,
who built more than four hundred organs in his lifetime. The unique characteristics
of this historic organ building school form the basis of the famous Italian Ruffati
organ. From simple beginnings five centuries ago came the sweet sounds of Italian
organs.
In the year 1940, Antonio Rufatti and his two brothers founded the firms of
Famiglia Artigiano Fratelli Ruffatti Brothers, Family of Artisans. The firm has produced more than five hundred instruments of all sizes around the world. The lineage
and heritage of Fratelli Ruffatti, from traditional mechanical action organs to highly
developed and efficient electro-pneumatic action organs to all electric action organs,
offer custom tonal and architectural design and meticulously handmade pipes.
Greece is commonly credited with the origin of the organ (actually, the water organ)
in the 3rd century BC. The word organ is derived from the Latin organum, an instrument similar to a portative organ used in ancient Roman circus games.
I never gave it much thought, but the thousands of churches in Italy all have
organs. A most interesting fact gleaned from my research is that the Italian organ
changed very little from around 1600 until the eighteenth Century. The typical
Italian instrument of the piano inherited most of its characteristics from the sixteenth
Century. Stoppel organs were not common in Italy, even in the 17th century. Today,
Fratelli Ruffatti is one of the few organ builders to make all the instrument's components themselves. For instance, most of the new organ's 2,699 pipes are made by
hand from a tin-lead alloy, while the majority of full-bodied sounds are achieved
from wooden pipes. Italian organs are installed in churches, synagogues, concert
halls and other public buildings. The organ boasts a substantial repertoire which
encompasses a span of over five hundred years.
There are a number of famous Italian organs in the United States, one of which is
located in Rochester, N.Y. The Eastman School of Music has installed an historic
full-size Italian Baroque organ in the University of Rochester's Memorial Art
Gallery. Built around 1770 in the region of central Italy, this magnificent instrument
represents the genesis of Baroque organ music played and taught worldwide.
Many prominent organ builders are continuing this important work in Italy.
Organists and organ enthusiasts throughout the world appreciate the cultural value
and diversity of the Italian organ landscape. Each Italian historic and modern organ
masterpiece uniquely reflects the culture of those for whom the organ was built.
Italian organs are noted for their design, superior quality materials, fine woodworking, and exquisite craftsmanship and refined sounds.
Hopefully, our own appreciation of the way in which our Italian heritage has influenced the making of such beautiful sounds has been deepened. n

Duca Degli Abruzzi Lodge #443 (The Dukes)
Celebrates its 100th Birthday
Reminiscing on the last Century
A place to smoke a cigar, relax by playing cards with the guys and drink a glass of
wine.
In the early years of the 20th century, local Italian American immigrants who
were among the throngs who came to this country needed to look no further for a
place to unwind than at the Sons of Italy lodge. This was among a handful of ethnic
fraternities that sprang up during the immigrant boom. One of those organizations
can be found in the Village of Endicott's North Side, where the Sons of Italy on
Odell Avenue commemorates its 100th anniversary this year.
The organization's members are celebrating with several social activities, dinners
and parties. To mark the occasion, Endicott resident Luigi Gobbo spent several
weeks piecing together a colorful mosaic of the Sons of Italy emblem. I think it's
great that we preserve tradition," he said. "We embrace the American way of life,
but also embrace our family traditions."
The Sons of Italy was established in the Little Italy neighborhood of New York
City in 1905, as a support system for Italian immigrants. In Broome County, many
of the men came to the Endicott lodge after working in Endicott Johnson factories
or elsewhere.
"The Order in general is big on promoting the Italian American culture, and so
we try to get a lot of people involved," said Pat Cerra, 58, of Johnson City. "It's not
like the old days." A social group at its core, the Sons of Italy also participates in a
range of community events and fundraisers. There are two Sons of Italy lodges in
Broome County; the second is on Carroll Street in Binghamton.
Two sculpted lions flank the steps leading to the Endicott lodge's main entrance.
The site on Odell Avenue was donated to the Sons of Italy by local industrialist and
philanthropist George F. Johnson, who employed many immigrants in his factories.
The Sons of Italy in Endicott celebrates its 100th anniversary this year. Although
numbers have dwindled over the years, the North Side of Endicott has long been
home to many Italian American families.
Steve Rogers, 50, of Endicott, speaks of the Sons of Italy like a family. His greatgrandfather, Angelo Bontempo, was among the Endicott lodge's founding members.
"Tradition to me here is food and drink, I mean - we're Italian," Rogers said.
“These guys who joined (Sons of Italy), they helped build each other's homes and
they stuck together." But membership is not what it used to be, either at the
Endicott lodge, or others like it across the country, Cerra said.
While to date, the Sons of Italy in Endicott has 500 members, finding new faces
to join is a bit of a struggle. Cerra is a Sons of Italy member of 15 years and
Rogers has been involved for 25 years.
Part of the problem in replenishing the ranks, as with many ethnic fraternal organizations like these, they said, are the younger generations move further away from
their family neighborhoods. Fortunately, Rogers said, there seems a renewed interest among younger generations in wanting to learn more about their culture and traditions. Many Sons of Italy members followed their family members into the fold.
Cerra was introduced into it by his father.
"When I was younger I wondered why would I want to hang out with a bunch of
old Italians?" Cerra said. "Now, I am one of the old Italians - so this one's to you
pops." A un altro cent’anni!

Professor/Cavaliere DiNovo is a frequent contributor of articles devoted to Italian
heritage and culture.

The then NYS 2nd Vice President Robert Ferrito (standing, 4th from left) and
State Trustee Cathy Lembo Llyod (standing, 2nd from left), joined members of
the three Yonkers’ lodges - Anthony Maggiacomo Lodge #2320, the John
Calandra Lodge #2600, and the Le Amiche Lodge #2550, at a fund-raising
breakfast to benefit the Enrico Fermi Scholarship.
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Posing with the colorful mosaic of the Sons of Italy emblem, are: Lodge President
Pat Cerra; Luigi Gobbo, who built the emblem; and Lodge Past President Steve
Rogers.

Then and

Now

by Florence Gatto - Contributing Writer

The Tooth Fairy
My youngest grandchildren live in California. I yearn to see them, so each morning I look for them on my computer. A few days ago a video of my very excited six
year old grandson, Daniel, started my day. “Granny Flo, Granny Flo, the tooth fairy
left me six dollars under my pillow.” He beamed his toothless smile on my screen.
His top front teeth were missing and two on the bottom also gone. He was classic, with gummy grin and whistle as he spoke. It was reminiscent of the old song
“All I Want for Christmas is my Two Front Teeth.” I remember getting 25 cents
for my baby teeth.
Later I called to congratulate him on his first step toward growing up - permanent teeth. I pray they come in straight with no spaces or need
for braces. I did not have the heart to tell my grandson that I,
too, lost a tooth that week - by painful extraction, in a dental
chair. My only visit was from the mailman with an exhorbitant
dental bill. I guess I’m the tooth fairy for the dentist! Even
worse, that tooth will not grow back. I do have options though
- an expensive dental implant, post and crown, a bridge, or a
space in my upper gum, forever! I’m thinking about it.
Then I recalled two kindly dentists in my childhood
neighborhood, Dr. Gallo and Dr. Giannini. Since they were
able to communicate in Italian, their practices consisted of
mostly local immigrant families. X-rays were not common in those days, so the
dentist poked around and filled a few minor cavities. You received the required
under treatment note for school and instructions to brush, brush, brush, your teeth
three times a day.
Luckily our Italian diet did not include many sweets that caused tooth decay –
except on Sundays when you could have all the cannoli or sfogliatelle you wanted.
We did drink sugary soda occasionally, but it was mixed with some wine, even for
the children, because it was supposed to “strengthen the gums.”
If adults showed up in a dental office it was a more drastic situation. Swelling
and severe tooth ache led them to seek professional help - usually too late. The
diagnosis and remedy were always the same “Si deve tirare.” “We have to pull it
out.”
Many men had broken teeth from work accidents or buddy brawls. Some had silver caps from the old country. Extraction was welcomed to alleviate the pain. Then
the patients had to substitute our sumptuous cuisine with a no munch “pastina in
brodo” regime. The nutritious soup was easy to gulp down!
Later when more teeth were lost, dentures would be required. I remember an old
aunt who would take her teeth out and place them in a glass of water on the side of
the bed each night. I was very young and this was baffling to me. I used to wonder
if the tooth fairy would come for those teeth. Surely Auntie would get a bonanza
for that many teeth, But, night after night, La Fatina did not arrive
Now, I do hope I take after my grandmother who kept all her teeth well into her
90s. The tooth fairy never came for her because her secret learned in Italy, was to
use a toothpick, some bicarbonate of soda, and lemon rinse a few times a day.
I can’t wait to see Daniel’s big impish smile when I go to California, but this
time with all his pearly whites.
Florence is a Past President of the Giovanni Caboto Lodge #2372, and a member of the
OSIA Scholarship Committee. Flo is the author of “The Scent of Jasmine - Vignettes from
a Sicilian Heritage.” She has studied in Italy under Fulbright and NYS Teacher Grants.

Nine members of the Gift of Sight committee participated in the 6th Annual
Northport VA Paralympic Adaptive Sports Clinic, held on Wednesday, June 17,
2015. The volunteers served food to over 200 blind and disabled veterans. The
satisfaction of accomplishment on the faces of these veterans, after their participation in their chosen sport, was priceless. Pictured are the volunters, led by Bob
Ferrari, NYS Gift of Sight Vice Chair (2nd from right).

In search of Venetian history ... and a good cocktail
by Mike Cutillo - Contributing Writer

I

enjoy chasing history. I also enjoy a
good cocktail every now and again.

When I can combine the two, I am in
heaven.
If I told you Ernest Hemingway wrote
those sentences, would you believe me?
OK, if I told you that I wrote them after
hanging out in a joint that Hemingway
used to frequent, then would you believe
me?
That's the effect
throwing back a
cocktail - OK, two
cocktails, if you
must know - had on
me after a recent
afternoon with my
daughter at Harry's
Bar in Venice, a
stone's throw from
St. Mark's square
and the Grand
Canal and a longtime "Bucket List"
objective of mine.
There are other Harry's Bars around the
world, but the one in Venice, founded in
1931 by Giuseppe Cipriani and run
today by his son Arrigo and his grandson
Giuseppe, is the original. It is one of the
world's iconic bars, at least in my rankings. Its staff is credited with inventing
both a famous cocktail (the Bellini) and
a famous dish (Carpaccio), both of
which were named after a famous
painter.
Try finding that triple at any other establishment on the planet.
It's not particularly lavish, other than the
stunning, shiny, wood-trimmed bar, but
it oozes style and class, the way a young
Sinatra did in black-and-white photos.
The barmen wear sharp white jackets
and pressed dress shirts along with black
bow ties.
Hemingway was indeed a fixture during
the long winter of 1949-50 and beyond.
Scenes in his 1950 novel "Across the
River and Into the Trees" are set at
Harry's, and you can still sit at the corner
table that Hemingway preferred while
sipping his martinis.
Truman Capote used to hang there. So
did Orson Welles, Peggy Guggenheim,
and Aristotle Onassis. Among folks who
happen to still be breathing, Woody
Allen, Helen Hunt, and Nicole Kidman
have been known to pop in. I asked our
barman, Gabriele, the most recent
famous person to visit, and he said
George Clooney during his wedding celebration last September.
I couldn't verify that on the Internet,
although Clooney did reportedly host a
dinner for friends and relatives at Hotel
Cipriani, on the Venetian island of
Giudecca, just to the south of St. Mark's.
Because that exclusive hotel was founded by our friend Giuseppe Sr. as well, I
figure it's close enough, so I will give
Gabriele a pass.
That's the historical part. Now, for that
drink: My daughter ordered up a Bellini
(sparkling Prosecco wine and peach

purée), to which Gabriele, who was
from the Italian city of Udine, smiled
and said, "Ah, that is our classic." I went
with a Negroni (gin, vermouth, and
Campari).
There are only six stools at the small bar,
and we occupied two of them - ideal
front-row seats to chat with Gabriele
(about his 3-month-old daughter, Italian
soccer and Barack Obama) and watch
him cruise through the preparation of
those two drinks like the seasoned
mixologist he is. The cocktails were
exquisite ... and crazy expensive, just
like I figured. The Bellini was 18 Euros
(about $20), and the Negroni was a couple of Euros less.
It's funny because I had looked up some
reviews of Harry's on TripAdvisor.com
before we went, and the words "overpriced" and "not worth the money" and
"there are cheaper places to drink" came
up often.
I'm no high roller by a long shot, but I
look at it this way: It is what it is. Just as
bad reviews of a film that I really want
to see won't stop me from going to see it,
negative online reviews of Harry's
weren't going to stop me from my
appointed rounds.
Besides, you don't go to Harry's to save
a Euro or two. You go to soak up all that
atmosphere ... and to drink with famous
ghosts.
Oh, and one other thing about Harry's:
Gentlemen don't wear shorts there after
6 p.m. So, shorts-wearing American
tourist that I was, as the clock ticked
toward 6, my daughter and I bid adieu to
Gabriele. As reputation has it, if I had
been able to pop into Harry's the next
day, and if Gabriele was working, he
would have said: "Good day, sir. Can I
get you your regular?"
I came across a 2001 article in the
British newspaper The Guardian about
Harry's in which the head barman at the
time, a Claudio Ponzio, was asked how
Harry's had changed over the years. "In
the 32 years I've worked in Harry's Bar I
don't believe it has changed at all, we
have simply grown old together. That is
the secret of its unique success."
It’s a throwback that never changed ... a
speakeasy in the good sense, discreet,
not much in the way of signage, its reputation proliferated mainly by word-ofmouth ... barkeeps who are good listeners but can spin a tale as well.
So, having indulged two of my passions
- history and adult beverages - I will
close the way Hemingway might have ...
of course, with all due respect to the man
known as Papà.
We pulled open the door of Harry's Bar
and stepped back in time. The cocktails
were familiar, fabulous. The ambiance
was even better, marvelous really.
Life is good. Or as they say in Italian, la
vita è bella.
Mike Cutillo is past president of Geneva
Lodge 2397 and News Editor at the
daily Finger Lakes Times. Contact him
at mcutillo1@rochester.rr.com.
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Membership - 2015
New members initiated as of June 30, 2015

Columbus Lodge #2143 - Farmingdale. On May 13, 2015, four new members
joined the lodge. They are shown taking the Oath of the Order being administered by Lodge Past President and State Trustee, Keith Wilson. The new brothers are - from left: Charles Diana, Gabriel Marino, Joseph Napoli, and Walter
Bachynski, Jr. Benvenuti!

Le Amiche Lodge #2550 of Yonkers, is proud to have initiated 6 new members
at its monthly meeting held on Tuesday, June 2, 2015. Lodge President Paula
Baratta is pictured in center, along with all new members, as well as Immediate
Past President Joanne Alfonso, State Deputy Mary Morra, Vice President
Geraldine Esposito, and Orator Margaret A. Forte.

On April 30th, the Rockland Lodge #2176 of Blauvelt, hosted a dinner to welcome several new members into the Order. They are pictured with the lodge
president - from left: Jamie Valentino, Joe Kusnir, Michael Kusnir, Greg Decola,
Jr., Lodge President, Steve Gizzi, Vincent Abbatecola, and John DiNoia.

Get More Out Of Your Membership
Join a Committee In Your Lodge
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AT LARGE
MEMBERS
Kristin Accardo
Joseph Acquaviva
Deanna Aliperti
Gabrielle Barone
Michael Battiato
Sebastian Bauco
Jonah Bennett
Justin Bobiello
Eric Bosso
Elizabeth Capobianco
Laura Capozzi
Emily Cirgliano
Brittany Colatosi
Samuel Corso
James Cotumaccio
Michael Crapotta
Christopher DeAngelis
Mia DeMarco
DeAnna Dickinson
Anthony DiGirolamo
Kristin Domizio
Lauren Donadio
Nicole Esposito
Fressia Ferrantino
Jessica Flamio
Sabrina Gatto
Jacob Grimaldi
Joseph Guadagno
Sonya Harrow
Rachel Kline
Anegla Licht
Salvatore A. Liotta
Nicholas Lorusso
Natalie Mallarino
Benjamin Mart
Bianca Mascitelli
Elizabeth Moschella
Erin O’Connell
Christina O’Toole
Allegra Padula
Antonia Palmeri
Christopher Palmeri
Rosa Pangari
Victoria Panicola
Nicole Pannullo
Alyssa Petry
Domenico Pietomonaco
Faith Redmond
Jude Rich
Christopher Rose
Nina Rossiello
Nicole Russo
Nicholas Russo
Adriana Sallucci
Cara Salzone
Rebecca Sansotta
Matthew Selts
Mark Trupiano
Gianna VanHeel
Nicholas Vella
Alyssa Verdino
Amanda Violetto
Patrick Weber
Alexander White
Jeremy Wiss
DISTRICT I
2107
Linda Seibert
John Seibert
2211
Thomas Polito
Frank Palopoli
Joan Sparacino
2232
Peter Aiello
Vincent M. Buscemi

DISTRICT I (con’t)
442
Louis Bastone
Vincent Campana
Ann Hernandez
2451
Loretta S. Best
2612
Salvatore DePetro
Nancy DePetro
Joseph Tramutolo
Libro Tramutolo
3436
Carol A. Alessi
Marissa Gouldsbury
Robert Gouldsbury
Eileen Recchia
Sylvia Russo
Scott Savelli
Collen Savelli
Anthony A. Vasaturo
Patricia Valvo
Vincent Valvo
Helen Indovino

DISTRICT III (con’t)
2344A
Maria Arianas
Anne Perroni
2344
Bruce Corey
Alexis Corey
2428
Louise Allocca
Carmine Allocca
Jolene Mazzatenna
Salvatore Mazzatenna
Juliana Notaro
Paul Nappi
Rosanne Puchal
Cav. Mitchell Rivers
2491
Rose Ann Alleva
Nicholas Alleva
2859
Dominick Pinello
Geralyn Grasso
Josephine V. Vindigni
Elaine Molluso

DISTRICT II
1016
Diana Garofalo
2143
Walter Bachynski, Jr.
Charles G. Diana
Dan Egher
Frank Marino
Gabriel Marino
Joseph Napoli
Sonny Spagnuolo
2163
Robert J. Scarpa
Marie Trovato
Mariann Pontillo
Anthony Costanza
Samantina Vrook
Martha C. Sammartano
Bernadette Visconti
2163A
Saverio Tuzzolo
2180
James Sessa
2206
Robert Cotumaccio
Michael Graziose
2226
Louis Fatae
Robert Giordano
Neal Rosenberg
2245
Lucille Cavaleri
2353
Gaye DiStefano
2372
Catherine Battaglia
Paul Battaglia
Linda Brendee
Denise Cavaliere
Norma Cardo
Eileen Crescenzi
Barbara Cochran
Joseph Ievolello
John F. Piccipillo
Joyce Pira
Eugene Sanquini

DISTRICT IV
213
Louis Calvelli
Laura DeCicco
Michael Fetta
Rachel Filasto
2550
Kristen Herzner
Lisa Sinatra
Theresa Zaffino
Maryann Martuscelli
Dora Stella DiDomizio
Patricia Pace
2600
Nicholas Farenga

DISTRICT III
285
Connie Gelardi
Monica Guardrola
Peter Tiscione
Rosemarie Baranin
Constance Pradelli
Robert Agnoli

DISTRICT VII
443
Frederick J. Akshar
Martin Ciccione
Anthony Coletta
Anthony Cucci
James DiMaria
John Gaetano
Max Hansen
Ray Howard
Soutchay Insyxiengmay
Arthur S. Tombasco
Robert J. Longo
Shane Lomber
Stephen A. Lea
Joseph Morgan
William Phillips
Christopher B. Pozzi
Vanes Pompeii
487
Armand D’Abbracci
DISTRICT VIII
2270
Sharon Avery
Mary Lou Cadena
Jeremy DiFilippo
2397
Steve DeRaddo
David DeRaddo
Daniel A. Hennessy
Robert Urbano
James Vedore

2015 OSIA UPCOMING EVENTS
State/National Events
2015
Aug. 1 - NYOSIA Summer Plenary Session
to be hosted by America Lodge #2245 at St.
Catherine of Sienna Church Hall, 990
Holzheimer Street, Franklin Square. Contact:
Eileen Stavis @ 516-785-4623.
Aug. 16-23rd - 54th OSIA Biennial National
Convention to be held at the Hyatt Regency
Coconut Point Resort and Spa, Bonita
Springs, Florida. Contact: Carol DiTrapani @
516-785-4623.
Oct. 19 - NYOSIA Annual State Golf Outing
honoring State Recording Secretary Biagio
Isgro Jr., Frank Trotta, President of North
Shore Golf Car, Inc., and Michael Ruggiero,
Owner of F. Ruggiero & Sons Funeral Home
to be held at the Town of Oyster Bay Golf
Course, 1 Southwoods Road, Woodbury.
Dinner to follow at the Woodbury Country
Club. Contact: Anthony Naccarato @ 917539-9321.
Oct. 17 - NYOSIA Fall Plenary Session to be
hosted by Gabriele D’Annunzio Lodge #321
at the Gabriele D’Annunzio Lodge Hall,
2984 Hamburg Street, Schenectady. Contact:
Eileen Stavis @ 516-785-4623.
Nov. 7 - NYOSIA Garibaldi Meucci Museum
27th Annual Fundraiser Luncheon at the
Staaten, Staten Island honoring then State
IPP Joseph Rondinelli, Past GMM Chair
Luigi Squillante, Anna Maria Gentile,
President of the SI Chamber of Commerce
and Christine Cea, NYS Regent for Staten
Island, 11:00am, $75pp. Contact: Fran Cicero
@ 718-442-1608.
Nov. 14 - NYOSIA Gift of Sight Annual
Awards Luncheon to be held at the
Immaculate Conception Center, Douglaston
Parkway, Douglaston, 12:00pm. Contact:
Marianne Principe O’Neil @ 516-883-5762.

Local Lodges
2015
July 23 - Donatello Lodge #2559 - Annual
D/D honoring IPP Rae Lanzilotta, Lodge
Members Carmela Baldino and Anna Maria
Fornaro at the Chateau Briand, Carle Place,
6:30pm, $85pp. Contact: Annette Lankewish
@ 516-933-7393.
July 26 - District I & District II Queen’s
Pageant - Pageant at the Constantino
Brumidi Lodge Hall, Deer Park, 3:00pm,
$45pp. Contact: Diana Grauer @ 631-2422710 or Joseph Gallo @ 516-801-4151.

Aug. 9 - Loggia Glen Cove #1016 - Annual
Picnic at YMCA, 12:00pm, $12 non-members. Contact: Steve Ryder @ 516-674-3562.
Aug. 20 - Guglielmo Marconi Lodge #2232 Ladies Auxiliary Fashion Show at Marconi
Lodge Hall, Islip, 6:30pm. Contact: Irma
Jacinto @ 516-457-2956.
Aug. 26-30 - Cellini Lodge #2206 - Annual
Feast @ Michael S. Tully Park. Wed-Fri. 611pm; Sat. 3-11pm; Sun. 3-10pm. Contact
Juliette Milazzo @ 516-485-7011.
Aug. 28-30th & Sept. 5-10th - Giuseppe A.
Nigro Lodge #2234 - Mother Cabrini Feast at
Suffolk Community College, 4:00pm.
Contact: Theresa Pernice @ 631-231-7033.
Aug. 30 - Per Sempre Lodge #2344 & Per
Sempre Ladies Lodge #2344A - 14th Joint
Testimonial D/D honoring Per Sempre IPP
Joseph Chiarovano and Per Sempre Ladies
Past Deputy Rae Lanzilotta at the Woodbury
Country Club, Woodbury, 12:00pm. Contact:
Anita Rosato @ 631-271-1272.

Oct. 1 - Guglielmo Marconi Lodge #2232 Social Night at Marconi Lodge Hall, Islip,
7:30pm, $15pp. Contact: Joe Canestro @
631-678-3220.
Oct. 3 - Dr. Vincenzo Sellaro Lodge #2319 Testimonial Brunch honoring IPP Geraldine
Iannello Graham at Villa Lombardi’s,
Holbrook, 11:00am. Contact: Angelo Crimi
@ 631-587-0598.
Oct. 11 - District I & II - LI Sons of Italy
Columbus Day Parade. More info to follow.
Contact: Keith Wilson @ 516-633-1435.
Oct. 17 - Roma Intangible Lodge #215 Golden Lion Awards Dinner at the Mansion
at Cedar Hill, Selkirk, 7:00pm. Contact:
Heike Hyson @ 518-857-7573.
Oct. 18 - Giuseppe A. Nigro Lodge #2234 Fundraiser to benefit Pancreatic Cancer at
Marconi Manor, Islip, 5:00pm, $45pp.
Contact: MaryAnn DeCostanzo @ 631-7302846.

Sept. 9 - Guglielmo Marconi Lodge #2232 Social Night at Marconi Lodge Hall, Islip,
7:30pm, $15pp. Contact: Joe Canestro @
631-678-3220.

Oct. 18 - Gabriele D’Annunzio Lodge #321 100th Anniversary Columbus Day D/D at
Mallozzi’s Caterers, Schenectady, 1:00pm.
Contact: Louis Fazzone @ 518-393-7356.

Sept. 10 - Cellini Lodge #2206 - Fall Fashion
Show, @ Verdi’s of Westbury, 6pm. $50 pp.
Contact Joann Grossman @ 718-428+8725.

Oct. 23 - Vincent Lombardi Lodge #2270 October Heritage D/D at Burgundy Basin
Inn, 6:00pm, $50pp. Contact: Sandra Meleca
@ 315-986-1097.

Sept. 13 - Judge Frank Gulotta Lodge #2180
- Testimonial Luncheon honoring IPP Gil
DeCosimo and Past Lodge Deputy Maria
Kobylarz at the Pompei Ristorante, W.
Hempstead, 1:00pm. Contact: Angela
DeCosimo @ 516-658-9592.
Sept. 13 - Marco Polo Lodge #2214 Scholarship D/D honoring IPP Mary DeRosa
and NYOSIA IPP Joseph Rondinelli at
Verdi’s of Westbury, Westbury, 12:00pm,
$85pp. Contact: Ann Acquaviva @ 516-7991959.

Oct. 27 - Guglielmo Marconi Lodge #2232 Traditional German Oktoberfest at Marconi
Lodge Hall, Islip, 6:30pm, $28pp. Contact:
Jean Simeone @ 631-581-7520.
Oct. 30 - Giuseppe Garibaldi Lodge #2583 Annual Scholarship D/D at Marina Del Ray,
The Bronx, $125pp. Contact: Mario
Annunziata @ 914-879-2523.

Nov. 1 - Giovanni Caboto Lodge #2372 39th Annual D/D at the North Ritz Club,
Jericho Turnpike, Syosset, 12:00pm. Contact:
Rick Trapani @ 516-997-9800.
Nov. 5 - Per Sempre Ladies Lodge #2344A Annual Fall Fashion Show at Verdi’s of
Westbury, 6:30pm, $49pp. Contact: Mildred
Mancusi @ 516-359-1745.
Nov. 5 - Guglielmo Marconi Lodge #2232 Social Night at Marconi Lodge Hall, Islip,
7:30pm, $15pp. Contact: Joe Canestro @
631-678-3220.
Nov. 8 - Perry Como Lodge #2846 - 7th
Anniversary D/D honoring IPP Anthony
Gallo at the Huntington Crescent Club,
Huntington, 6:00pm. Contact: Anne Cajigas
@ 631-754-2730.
Nov. 10 - John Michael Marino Lodge #1389
- 90th Anniversary D/D honoring IPP
Anthony Conetta at the Chateau Briand,
Carle Place, 7:00pm, $85pp. Contact: Cookie
Biundo @ 516-671-4877 or Marianne
Bortone Prince @ 718-631-7917.
Nov. 15 - Fr. John Pappallo Lodge #2684 Brunch/Dinner Dance honoring IPP
Maddalena McKee, 11am to 2pm at
Crestwood Manor, Ft. Salonga. Contact Joan
Aliperti by e-mail Joan1963@optonline.net.
Dec. 3 - Guglielmo Marconi Lodge #2232 Social Night at Marconi Lodge Hall, Islip,
7:30pm, $15pp. Contact: Joe Canestro @
631-678-3220.
Dec. 6 - Giuseppe A. Nigro Lodge #2234 Holiday Party at the Irish Coffee Pub, E.
Islip. Contact: Theresa Pernice @ 631-2317033.
Dec. 17 - Guglielmo Marconi Lodge #2232 Annual Lodge Christmas Party at Marconi
Lodge Hall, Islip, 7:30pm, $30pp. Contact:
William Trinceri @ 631-581-5763.
Dec. 31 - Guglielmo Marconi Lodge #2232 New Years Eve Party at Marconi Lodge Hall,
Islip, 8:00pm, $75pp. Contact: Joe Canestro
@ 631-678-3220.
As of 7/15/15

Sept. 19 - America Lodge #2245 - Annual
D/D at Verdi’s of Westbury honoring
NYOSIA State President Carolyn Reres,
12:00pm, $85pp. Contact: Sylvia Giglio @
516-356-5887.
Sept. 19-20th - Giovanni Caboto Lodge
#2372 Bellmore Street Fair on Petit Avenue,
Bellmore, 11:00am. Contact: Anthony
Capriola @ 516-390-7199.
Sept. 20 - Vigiano Brothers Lodge #3436 Testimonial Brunch honoring IPP Michele
Sescila at the Beach Club at Windows on
Lake Ronkonkoma, 12:00pm, $60pp.
Contact: Suellen Farino @ 631-627-3549.

Aug. 6 - Guglielmo Marconi Lodge #2232 Social Night at Marconi Lodge Hall, Islip,
7:30pm, $15pp. Contact: Joe Canestro @
631-678-3220.

Sept. 21 - Fr. John Pappallo Lodge #2684 Paint Night to raise money for Cooley’s
Anemia. 7pm at Smithtown Landing Country
Club, Smithtown. $30pp. Contact Joan
Aliperti by e-mail Joan1963@optonline.net.

Aug. 9 - Constantino Brumidi Lodge #2211 Testimonial D/D honoring IPP Bob Savino
and Auxiliary Past President Sabrina Savino
at Chateau LaMer, Lindenhurst, 1:30pm,
$85pp. Contact: Daniel Calise @ 631-6823568.

Sept. 27 - Michael Valente Lodge #2667 Annual Brunch at the Rockville Centre Links
Golf Club, Rockville Centre, 11:00am.
Contact: Barbara Mosca @ 516-897-8663.

Sept. 9-13th - John Michael Marino Lodge
#1389 - 36th Annual Grande Festa Italiana at
N. Hempstead Beach Park, Pt. Washington.
Contact: John Maura @ 516-250-2900 or
John O’Neil @ 516-883-5762.

July 27 - Loggia Glen Cove #1016 - Golf
Tournament at Glen Cove Golf Course, Glen
Cove, 11:30am, $185pp. Contact: Portia
Ryder @ 516-674-3562.

Aug. 8 - District I & II Long Island Sons of
Italy Columbus Day Parade Committee Mystery Dinner Theatre Fundraiser at Our
Lady of Lourdes Auditorium, 855 Carmans
Road, Massapequa Park, 1:00pm, $30pp.
Contact: Anthony Calabro @ 516-640-8057
or Valerie Alfarone Hughes @ 516-579-2146.

Sept. 27 - Columbus Lodge #2143 - Annual
Feast and Festival on Broadway in
Massapequa. Sunday, 11am to 6pm. Food,
ride, and fun. Contact Tony Ventiera @516851-8531

Sept. 24 - Giovanni Caboto Lodge #2372 Annual Fashion Show at the Fox Hollow,
Woodbury, 7:00pm, $50pp. Contact: Marge
Moschella @ 516-249-2879.
Sept. 27 - Arturo Toscanini Lodge #2107 55th
Anniversary
D/D
honoring
National/State Past President Peter Zuzolo
and National/State Past First Lady Edith
Zuzolo at the Watermill Caterers, Smithtown,
12:00pm, $85pp. Contact: Fran Bruno @
631-981-2497.

Have a Lucky or Favorite Three Digit Number Between 000 and 999
Call Margaret Forte @914-337-1387 to Reserve Your Number
We Will Do Our Best To Get It For You

Attention All NY State Officers and Chairpersons
Scheduled Plenary Session
August 1, 2015 - Summer Session
Hosted by America Lodge #2245
Franklin Square, NY
October 17, 2015 - Fall Session
Hosted by Gabriele D’Annunzio Lodge #321
Schenectady, NY
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Italian American Heroes
Congressional Medal of Honor Recipients

Joseph J. Cicchetti
Born - June 8, 1923 - Waynesburg. OH
Died - February 9, 1945 - South Manila, Phillipine Islands
Rank and organization: Pfc., U.S. Army, Company A, 148th Infantry, 37th
Infantry Division. Place and date of action: South Manila, Luzon, Philippine
Islands, 9 February 1945. Entered service at: Waynesburg, Ohio.

At a recent testimonial dinner dance of the Glen Cove No. 1016, the lodge honored Vito Palmieri, Esq. The dinner was attended by national and state officers,
lodge presidents, members, family, friends and other dignitaries. The Lodge also
celebrated its 95th Anniversary. Formed in 1920, it is the oldest Lodge on Long
Island. In photo, from left: Mary Desmond; Joseph Gallo, President; Tony
Ceriello, Event Co-Chair; Honoree Vito Palmieri, Esq.; Janis Ceriello; Antonetta
Sclafani, Journal Co-Chairs; and Kathryn Grande, Event Co-Chair.

Citation: He was with troops assaulting the first important line of enemy
defenses. The Japanese had converted the partially destroyed Manila Gas
Works and adjacent buildings into a formidable system of mutually supporting
strong points from which they were concentrating machine-gun, mortar, and
heavy artillery fire on the American forces. Casualties rapidly mounted, and the
medical aid men, finding it increasingly difficult to evacuate
the wounded, called for volunteer litter bearers. Pfc.
Cicchetti immediately responded, organized a litter team
and skillfully led it for more than four hours in rescuing
fourteen wounded men, constantly passing back and forth
over a four-hundred-yard route which was the impact area
for a tremendous volume of the most intense enemy fire. On
one return trip, the path was blocked by machine-gun fire,
but Pfc. Cicchetti deliberately exposed himself to draw the
automatic fire which he neutralized with his own rifle while
ordering the rest of the team to rush past to safety with the
wounded. While gallantly continuing his work, he noticed a group of wounded
and helpless soldiers some distance away and ran to their rescue although the
enemy fire had increased to new fury. As he approached the casualties, he was
struck in the head by a shell fragment, but with complete disregard for his
gaping wound he continued to his comrades, lifted one and carried him on his
shoulders fifty yards to safety. He then collapsed and died. By his skilled
leadership.indomitable will, and dauntless courage, Pfc. Cicchetti saved the
lives of many of his fellow soldiers at the cost of his own.
Ciccheti was killed in action 2 days after the previous Navigator issue featured
MOH recipient Robert Viale. The two heroes, with another 27 military personnel
are known as the Heroes of Luzon. All were awarded the Congressional Medal of
Honor in the bloody battles against the Japanese in liberating that part of the
Phillipines.in early 1945. Cicchetti had already served in Europe before being reassigned to the Pacific Theater. He was twenty-one years old.

Leonardo Da Vinci Lodge #2385 of Inwood. Members of the lodge marched
with their float in the Inwood Memorial Day parade. The float was decorated with
the 20 pictures of members who have served in the armed forces. Pictured L to
R: Vice Pres. Dave Hance, Andrew Reilly Jr., Carl Strain, Pete Capozzi, Jimmy
Rizzo, John Super, John Palladino, President. Giovanni Soto, Grand Marshal
Frank Santora, Mark Sarro, Frank Sanutti, James Esopa, Joseph Santillo, Andy
Aschettino, Frank Sarro, and Ben Gallagher.

President Harry Truman posthumously awarded Cicchetti with the Medal of
Honor on December 8, 1945.
Ciccheti is buried at Sandy Valley Cemetery, in his hometown of Waynesburg,
OH. The State of Ohio has place an historical marker to remember this heroic
patriot.of World War II. Several veterans associations have also placed markers in
his memory. The US Army has named two military facilities in his honor. n
Prepared by Sal Moschella - Editor.

OOOOOOOOOOOOO

La Bella Lingua Achievement Award. On June 18th, District 2 Commission for
Social Justice (CSJ) presented at its annual award ceremony, three $500 awards
to three deserving graduating students from high schools in Nassau County
(District 2), who excelled in the Italian language. Established in 2006, the program has awarded to date, over $11,000 to twenty-two students. A very competitive program, the 2015 recipients were selected from twenty-nine applicants.
In photo the three recipients (center): Mary Kate Guma, Jonathan Ascatigno,
and Diana Sharkey, are flanked by the Bella Lingua committee and CSJ chairs.
From left - Lisa Velotti, Mary Abbey, Maryann Rispoli, Committee Chair; Lou
Gallo, NYS CSJ Chairperson; Jean Gagliardo, Lee Cerullo, District 2 Chair;
Phyllis Cerullo, and Ann Acquaviva.
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Guglielmo Marconi Lodge #2232 - Islip. The newly crowned 2015 Lodge
Queen Julianna Sellik, is escorted by Lodge President William Trinceri and
Ladies Auxiliary President Liz Piazza. She will repreent the lodge at the Districts
I and II Queens’ Pageant.

Diciamolo In Italiano (Let’s Say It In Italian)
By Professor Emeritus Joseph A.Tursi - Arturo Toscanini Lodge #2107, Dix Hills

(LEZIONE NUMERO NOVE) LESSON NUMBER NINE
Laura is showing her friend Maurizio pictures from her album.
This is uncle Michele, aunt Maria,
Laura: Ecco lo zio Michele, la zia
Maria, il nonno Paolo e la nonna Tina. grandfather Paolo and grandmother
Tina. Here's another photograph.
Ecco un’altra fotograﬁa.
Maurizio: La donna chi è? L’uomo chi
è?

Who is the woman? Who is the man?

Laura: L’uomo è mio fratello Gino e la
donna e la moglie, Ada.

The man is my brother Gino and the
woman is his wife, Ada.

Carla M. Parrella
Italian Translations and Documents
Notaio Pubblico Procure - Apostille
Travel Agency- Specializing in Italy
Tours - Groups or Individuals
Phone/Fax 845-452-3749
28 Catskill Avenue
Poughkeepsie, NY 12603 todonnell28@hotmail.com

S olutionS F or Y our B uSineSS

The Deﬁnite Article
In English, the deﬁnite article has only one form: the. In Italian, the deﬁnite article,
has different forms according to the gender, number, and the ﬁrst letter of the noun
or adjective it precedes. The following are examples in the singular.

before all consonants

• ContraCt anD DoCument revieW
• proteCtion againS iDentitY tHeFt

before vowels

The deﬁnite article is used to talk about speciﬁc persons, places, or things. In a series, it is used before each noun even though this does not always happen in English.
La madre e il padre di Alberto hanno il
giornale, la rivista, la penna e l’automobile di Antonio.

Alberto’s mother and father have Antonio’s newspaper, magazine, pen, and
car.

The deﬁnite article is used with courtesy titles signora, signore, signorina, and
with professional titles such as dottore and professore/professoressa when talking
about a person. It is not used when speaking directly to the person.
La signora Bertini è l’amica di mia
Mrs. Bertini, is my mother’s friend.
madre.
But: Buona sera, signora Bertini.
Good evening, Mrs. Bertini.
Es. A. Give the singular form of the deﬁnite article for each noun as in the example.
appartamento / villa
l’appartamento / la villa
1. città (fem.) / università (fem.)
5. studente / studentessa
2. amico di papà / amica di mamma
6. musica / dottore (masc.)
3. signorina / matematica,
7. famiglia / uomo (man)
4. bambino / bambina
8. zaino (knapsack) / stadio (stadium)
Es. B. Replace the noun in the example with each noun in parentheses, and change
the article accordingly.
1. Ecco la stazione! (stadio / ristorante (masc.) / automobile / albergo (hotel) /
cameriere (waiter) / cameriera (waitress).
2. Dovè il vino? (panino (sandwich) / banana birra / (beer) / gelato (ice cream) /
ospedale (hospital) / chiesa (church) / banca (bank) / aranciata (orange ade)
Es. C. Place the correct deﬁnite article before each of the college courses below:
Io studio (I study): francese (masc.) (French), (russo) Russian, spagnolo (Spanish),
cinese (masc.) (Chinese), arabo (Arabic), italiano, informatica (computer science),
storia (history), arte (art) (fem.), economia (economics).
Es. D. Repeat all the words above with their deﬁnite articles aloud for practice.
Answers uuu

#

CLIP AND SAVE

• WeB Site

Call JoHn turner
oFFiCe: 631-698-2565
Cell: 631-949-6362

Brother member of the Constantino Brumidi lodge #2211

The first city to reach a population of 1 million people was Rome,
Italy, in 133 B.C. There is at least one city called Rome on every
continent.
Naples, Italy, is one of the oldest continuously inhabited cities in the
world. Bronze Age Greek settlements were established in the area
now known as Naples, in the second millennium B.C.

Answers to Exercises in Italian:

la studentessa
la zia
la nonna
I'amica

• Help WitH DeBt ColleCtion

before other consonants
before vowels

Esercizio A
1. la città, l’università 2. l’amico, l’amica 3. la signorina, la matematica
4. il bambino, la bambina 5. lo studente, la studentessa 6. la musica, il dottore
7. la famiglia, l’uomo 8. lo zaino, lo stadio

before s + consonant or z

Esercizio B
lo stadio, il ristorante, l’automobile, l’albergo, il cameriere, la cameriera
il panino, la banana, la birra, il gelato, l’ospedale, la chiesa, la banca, l’aranciata

Feminine

lo studente
lo zio
il bambino
1'amico

Esercizio C
il francese, il russo, lo spagnolo, il cinese, l’arabo, l'italiano, l’informatica, la storia,
l’arte, 1’economia

Masculine

A Legal Plan For
Small Business
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Owned and Operated by the Marinello Family

JOSEPH SERRA
CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANT
Business Tax Services
Email joes@jserracpa.com
Personal Income Tax Services
Tel. 516-326-2993
Accounting and Bookkeeping Services
Fax 516-352-6401
990 Forms Prepared for Your Lodge
or Foundation
Cell 516-633-2799
Quality Services at Reasonable Rates
Visit our website at www.jserracpa.com

Advertise In the Golden Lion
It’s Cheaper Than You Think
For Rates Call Us at 800-322-OSIA (6742)

2515 N. Jerusalem Road
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