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MICHELE CANGIANO MENT
ELECTED NEW YORK STATE PRESIDENT
ALONG WITH EXECUTIVE BOARD
At a Special Recognition Day Celebration on Sunday, June 27th Michele Ment and her Board were sworn in to oversee New York State Order Sons and Daughters of
Italy in America. This Recognition Day was in lieu of the normal Convention that was canceled for the 2nd year due to the COVID-19 pandemic. All positions were
filled uncontested in an earlier election.

Ordine Figli d’Italia in America

DEADLINE FOR THE NEXT ISSUE
SEPTEMBER 8, 2021
All articles for publication must be typed, double spaced and saved and sent as
a document file. All photograph captions must be typed identifying lodge with
full name and number; all persons should be identified. Digital photos should be
taken in the highest quality setting possible of the camera or phone; poor quality
photos may NOT be published. DO NOT copy and paste photos in email, rather
attach as a file (named if possible). All articles and captions must be received
before the deadline date. Unpublished articles are not returned. The Editor
reserves the right to edit articles, letters, advertisements, and other material
submitted for publication, for its length, clarity, accuracy, and for conformity to
the ideals of the Order. For further information please contact the Editor by
email: mavleonedoro@gmail.com.
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ARE YOU CHANGING YOUR ADDRESS?
PLEASE NOTIFY THE GOLDEN LION
This will assure that you will receive your copy of the
Golden Lion on time at your new address, and the NY
Grand Lodge will save the 75 cents charged by the United
States Postal Service for each returned newspaper. Please
notify us of a change of address as soon as possible.
Print all requested information, otherwise changes cannot
be processed.
Name ________________________________________________
Last
First
MI
Lodge # _______________________
Old Address _________________________________________
City _________________________ State _____ ZIP __________
New Address _________________________________________
City _________________________ State _____ ZIP __________
MAIL TO: New York State OSIA Grand Lodge
Attention: The Golden Lion
2101 Bellmore Avenue, Bellmore, NY
11710-5605
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FROM THE PRESIDENT’S DESK
Inaugural Speech of
Our New President:
Michele Cangiano Ment
Brothers and Sisters,
I am honored to be your new
State President and continue
great work Anthony
MICHELE MENT the
Naccarato and the Board have
State President
accomplished under the most
Grand Lodge of New York challenging circumstances.
Tony kept us together for the
last two years with conference calls, zoom meetings, and
social media. He brought in much-needed revenue, and
with the help of his Board, office staff, and partner Mary,
completed an incredible number of tasks. I thank Tony for
all he has done for the Order, and all I know he will continue
to do.
As I write this article, I reflect on all the moments in my life
that marked a new beginning. Some were unrelated to anything I had done before, a random opportunity or circumstance that presented itself and brought change. Others
were just the part of a logical set of sequential events that
happen in life, and those that were part of a plan, the next
step in something I pursued, which led me on a progressive
journey to my current destination. For me, becoming your
State President is just that. It is the culmination of forty
years in the OSDIA where I have served in numerous roles,
on many levels, where each one, like a stepping stone, led
me on a path to be your State President.
My decades of dedication to the Order is something I
shared with my husband Eric, my children Jason and
Rebecca, my grandchildren, and my extended family.
Although it is the beginning of a new chapter, for me, in
some ways, I feel I have been preparing for this my entire
life. I say that because the Order is like a family, and like a
family, we strive to keep our traditions, values, culture, and
heritage relevant and alive for our children, grandchildren,
and future generations. In many ways, our history is unique
to each of us, yet it is that same history that brings us
together.

When they passed away, I moved “upstate” to Carmel
with my husband, Eric. Even though it was just a little
over an hour away, it was a different world. Like my parents, I sought ways to serve and help my neighbors. I
needed to feel like I was part of our new community. I
joined the firehouse, civic organizations and even
coached my kid’s soccer teams. I held more positions
and served on more boards than you can count.

Breakfast Honoring
President Michele Ment

On July 10, a meet and greet breakfast was
held in honor of our new President, Michele
Ment at Westchester Manor in Yonkers, New
York. Pictures below and on page 5 show
While those experiences were rewarding, it was not until New York OSDIA members enjoying the day
I joined the Father Donald B. Licata Lodge that I found with Michele.
what I was missing. That sense of family that I had left
in Brooklyn, that familiar feeling that comes with people
that share your heritage, culture, and values. With my
fellow brothers and sisters of the Order, I once again
found a place to celebrate so much of what defined me.
But more importantly, OSDIA gave me a place not only
to celebrate, promote and preserve our values, culture,
and heritage but a means to ensure that it lives on in
future generations.
As your state president, I will continue to maintain and
promote our Italian heritage so that it does not fade with
time but remains as vibrant as it once was in those old
neighborhoods. With your help, we will seek new opportunities and partnerships to increase membership. We
will celebrate and promote our language, culture, and
values throughout our communities. With one united
voice, we will be a forceful presence that can initiate
change and bring opportunity and awareness to the principles of the Order. Together, we can achieve all we
strive to do and stand proudly for those that came before
us and with those that will follow. Together, we will continue to tell our story and create our legacy as Italian
Americans.
Fraternally,

Michele Cangiano Ment
President, NYS State Grand Lodge
Order Sons and Daughters of Italy In America

Growing up in Brooklyn, I lived in a Brownstone with my
parents, sister, and grandparents. Everything centered
around family, not only in our home but in our neighborhood. As Italian Americans, celebrating our heritage
occurred every day, not something reserved only for holidays and special occasions. Just walking into the momand-pop stores reminded everyone of where we came from
and who we were. We heard dialects from every region of
Italy. Whether they were ordering Braciola for Sunday
gravy or Italian pastries and rum cake, everyone spoke
Italian, and everyone was part of the conversation and part
of the story. Those of us that didn’t speak the language
understood enough to know what was going on.
My parents loved our neighborhood. They volunteered and
served in many organizations. My Mom was even a member of the Community School Board. They found opportunities to help our neighbors in every way they could and
taught me the importance of serving our community.
Something I hope I have passed on to my children.
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FROM YOUR STATE
CHAPLAIN

In Memoriam
District
1
1
4
2
4
2
4
2
2
1

Lodge
Dr. Vincenzo Sellaro Lodge #2319
Giuseppe A. Nigro Lodge #2234
Antonio Meucci Lodge #213
Leonardo Da Vinci Lodge #2385
Antonio Meucci Lodge #213
Cellini Lodge #2206
Fr. Donald B. Licata Lodge #2435
Loggia Glen Cove #1016
Giovanni Caboto Lodge #2372
Giuseppe A. Nigro Lodge #2234

Name of Deceased
Nicholas M. Mauro
Lenny Maddalena
Margaret Carrillo
Peter Sobel
Raffaele Riverso
Tommaso Fini
Mary Kipp
Rosemary Dilgard
Vincent Trapani
Tony Gennaro

Check out my blog at www.fathercarrozza.com.

DOD
5/31/2021
5/25/2021
6/27/2021
2/5/2021
7/4/2021
5/10/2021
6/17/2021
6/6/2021
7/19/2021
5/25/2021

From the Editor’s Desk!
Welcome Michele Cangiano Ment as the 35th New York State
Grand Lodge President. This issue starts with her inauguration on
the Special Recognition Day that took place on June 27, 2021 (see
front page and centerfold). Held in lieu of our usual Convention due to safety concerns and the continuous COVID-19 restrictions at large gathering places. The
President and entire Board went through the ritual of Installation at this event and
special awards were given to Robert M. Ferrito, Thom Lupo and Mildred Mancusi.
Places have been opening up in the last few months and more and more lodges,
while still practicing individual and common sense safety precautions, are having inperson events again. Is this the doom of Zoom? For many people, maybe, however
for a positive light on a dreadful time, most of us learned a new way of corresponding. As I said in my last issue editor’s note, you are all ‘hi-tech’ because you can now
go on Zoom, or any other video conference type, and have family talks or meetings
for avocations, etc., when circumstances dictate not meeting in person. For example, if a snowstorm stops your lodge from having a face to face General Meeting and
you don’t want to cancel it; you don’t have to.
Open for Business? As stated above many lodges have had live events and submitted pictures for this issue. For instance, I have many pages of scholarship awardees
throughout this issue, mostly unmasked. You get to see the wonderful faces of the
intelligent students that OSDIA lodges donate so generously.
At Michele’s first Plenary on July 24, a Special Election for vacated Trustee positions
were filled (Joan Tasoglu, Marie Suriano and Alberta Ippolito) and Committee members appointed - congratulations to all. I was honored to be appointed co-chair of
the Gift of Sight with Mary Naccarato; Anthony D’Angelis stepping down now as past
chair graciously offered his counsel.
I started as Editor, two years ago with, now NYS IPP Tony Naccarato and I have to
give him a special thanks (Thanks for your help and friendship Tony!) for all his guidance, working with his ideas and he listening to my ideas to enhance the Golden
Lion. I hope you enjoy paging through each issue.

God and the Psychiatrist
Picture it: the USA 2021. You’re a person who
works a regular job and for the most part gets
along fine in life; however, you suffered in the
past from bouts of perhaps depression, oversensitivity, little things of this nature that have
caused you difficulty in your normal daily functioning, so at the suggestion of friends you
have willingly placed yourself under the care of
a psychiatrist. The psychiatrist is very helpful
to you. In most situations, he’s giving you a
pep talk in helping you see through the issues
that cloud your mind so that you can understand more clearly exactly what’s taking place
and how is the proper way for you to act in any
given situation. When you needed more than
encouraging words, he prescribed a mild medication, maybe something just to relax your
nerves a little bit to aid you. But for the most
part he’s there for support and guidance and
you find him very helpful. Then one day something really sets you off edge. You have a real
crisis in your family, at your job, in a relationship, and it really throws you to pieces and
you’re shaking and trembling and don’t know
what to do. Perhaps you’re even reduced to
tears. A friend talks with you and asks you
what the psychiatrist said when you called him
and you said, “Oh I didn’t call the psychiatrist!
I stopped going to him because I’m too upset
about what’s happening in my life!” Does that
make any sense? The psychiatrist is precisely
the person who could help you through the difficulties at this moment, so now is a time when
you would need him all the more. If you told
your friend that you didn’t call the psychiatrist
because you are angry with him, that this was
all his fault, what do you think your friend
would say? Would it make any sense whatsoever to blame the doctor because you
encounter difficulties in your life? Of course
not!
But sometimes it seems to me we make the
same mistake with God. When everything is
going fine perhaps we go to church on Sunday
and we pray every day, but then a crisis comes
up, and instead of turning to God all the more
in prayer we stop going to church; we stop
praying. We get angry at God, as if the difficulty that happened to us was all his fault, and so
we stay away from him. But does that give us
any relief? Does it help us deal with the situation and improve it? Of course not! God is the

REV. ANDREW P. CARROZZA
NEW YORK OSIA STATE CHAPLAIN
one who can help us through the difficulty, and
at a time such as this the last thing we should do
is stop praying and stop going to church simply
because something difficult happened. We have
all the more reason to turn up the heat on our
prayer and energize it so that we can get
through this crisis.
God sometimes is like that psychiatrist for us.
Many times our prayer just gives us the ability to
see things clearly and God in his own way is
comforting us and showing us how to handle the
difficulties in our life. Perhaps sometimes when
we might need a few more graces he may send
them our way to help us through the difficulty.
But even just knowing that God is there comforting us and saying to us “you’re not alone!” can
bring us so much comfort, so much peace! Just
like when a friend says to us, “Hey! I’m there for
you the whole way!” even if there’s really nothing they can do. Well, if the support of a friend
who can’t really do anything to help us would be
so powerful for us, imagine what God can do for
us when we turn to him in those moments of
need!
So when problems happen in your life, do not
blame God. Do not stay away from him thinking
that somehow you have to handle this on your
own, or that praying is not what you need right
now. Actually, praying is exactly what we need.
Prayer is the medicine that helps us get through
the difficulties, that reminds us of God’s presence in our lives, and helps us deal with tremendous things that otherwise we could never handle on our own. So by all means keep a regular
prayer life when things are going well, but when
difficulties arise, rather than making the mistake
that many people do of blaming God for their
pain and turning away from him, turn to him all
the more and he will be there
for you! He will comfort you.
God is the doctor to see you
through the crisis. God is there
for you every moment of every
day, every step of the way!

In closing, please remember that we are coming up on the 20th Anniversary of the
September 11 attacks and the solemnity of this sad part of history. We must also
remember our heroes - Marianne Bortone Prince writes an excellent double-article
on this and the connection to OSDIA starting on p. 14.

OUR SITES: Grand Lodge website: http://www.nysosia.org/. - all issues of past
Golden Lion newspapers going back to 2014.
YouTube channel: “NYS OSDIA GRAND LODGE”.
Facebook page: Order Sons & Daughters of Italy in America, Grand Lodge of New York.
Smugmug photos: robertgraham.smugmug.com. New York State Photographer,
Bob Graham’s website.

Mark A. Ventimiglia.

Corrections: April - June issue:
p. 6 - s/b Allison Prudente not Paula in Gift of Life pictures.
p. 19 - incorrectly states Peter Vallone as member of lodge #2442; should be: Vigiano Brothers Lodge #3436
note: please let the Editor know if you see a substantive error in a current issue.

4 • The Golden Lion • July - August 2021

NEW YORK OSDIA IN THE NEWS
State President
Michele Cangiano Ment
around New York State

MEET & GREET THE PRESIDENT
BREAKFAST

Summer Plenary Session
President Ment, on Saturday, July 24, 2021 at
the Lake Carmel Fire Department in Carmel,
NY, held her first Plenary session as leader of
New York State. It was the 1st in-person one
since the COVID-19 closures. The meeting
commenced at 9:35 am with the ceremonial
lighting of the candles. Some of the highlights
were:
- the announcement of the 3 Special Election
winners for State Trustee. District I - Joan
Tasoglu and District II - Marie Suriano and
Alberta Ippolito
- the appointment to various committees
- the announcement Robert Bianchi Esq. of
New Jersey seeking position of National
President
- NELA dinner grossed $200,000
- $100,000 in National Scholarships presented
in 2021 to 15 awardees out of 500.
- Over $91,000 in State Scholarships was given
out in 2021
- Garibaldi Meucci Museum to reopen on
August 4 and GMM received a Small Business
Association grant of $46,413.45
- a brick at the GMM for recently deceased
Brother Nicholas Mauro, was voted on an
passed
- Over $20,000 in donations raised by Gift of
Sight and our VetDog, Occhi was given a home
in Maryland
- both Manhattan and Huntington Columbus
Day parades will take place this year
- a merger of Andrea Doria and Dr. Vincent
Sellaro lodges
Meeting ended at 2:50 pm.
- Editor
*thanks for plenary notes from Grace Ferrara, Past
President, Cellini Lodge #2206

IA

D
NYSOS

New York State
Summer Plenary
LOCAL LODGES - PUBLIC EVENTS COMMENCING

Giuseppe Garibaldi Lodge #2583 Expresses Happiness at First Public Event in
Over a Year

Giuseppe Garibaldi Lodge #2583, Tuckahoe. The picture portrays all the student recipients present
at the Scholarship award ceremony (Benjamin Araujo, Lianna R. Boiano, Joseph A. Cartolano, John
A. Ferrara, Lucas S. Iomazzo, Ava F. Liosatos, Nicolino L. Marcoccia, Isabella Rizzo (EHS), Brianna
M. Rullo, Louis I. Simmons, and Olivia T. Sprinke) with the Lodge President Sister Terry Veltri Tomany
on the right of the picture, and the Scholarship Chair Sister Laura Raffiani on the left.

On Friday, June 18, at the Fr. Fata Hall of the Assumption Church in Tuckahoe, a wonderful event occurred.
Wonderful because a group of young students were rewarded for their schoolwork or their community work, but
wonderful also because it was the first public event for the Giuseppe Garibaldi Lodge #2583 in a long time.
Covid-19 has prevented any assemblage for well over a year, and all their meetings were virtual ones, at least
until now. A ray of hope has finally broken through the clouds and the determined members of this Lodge, finally
opened their activities to the public, with some precautions, for this event. The evening went on smoothly, with
some brief but significant speeches by the President of the Lodge, Sister Terry Veltri Tomany, and the
Scholarship Chair Sister Laura Raffiani. The students were radiant and socialized with the members of the
Lodge as if they knew all of them for a long time. The atmosphere was therefore ideal for the presentation of the
2021 Scholarships to these students.
A student from Eastchester High School, John A. Ferrara, was the winner of the coveted Raffiani Family
Foundation Scholarship. Two students of the same High School, Joseph A. Cartolano and Olivia T. Sprinke,
were winners of the Giuseppe Garibaldi Lodge Community Service Scholarships. Eleven students, all
belonging to Eastchester and Tuckahoe High Schools, were the recipients of the Giuseppe Garibaldi Lodge
Italian Excellence Scholarships. They are: Benjamin Araujo (EHS), Lianna R. Boiano (EHS), Cameron Clark
(EHS), Nicole G. Disanto (EHS), Lucas S. Iomazzo (THS), Ava F. Liosatos (EHS), Nicolino L. Marcoccia (THS),
Cindy Pepaj (EHS), Isabella Rizzo (EHS), Brianna M. Rullo (EHS), and Louis I. Simmons (EHS). The students
politely thanked the Scholarship Committee members for the opportunity offered to them and promised to make
them proud of their choice. Refreshments were offered and with those came another occasion for socializing
among the students and the members of the Lodge. The evening was concluded with a farewell speech by the
Lodge President and a great hurrah by all the awarded students.
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LOCAL LODGES - WHAT’S HAPPENING
SCHOLARSHIPS

Peter Sarandrea of the Galileo Galilei Lodge #2253, presented
Hicksville High School student Sabrina Spina with the Dante
Alighieri Scholarship in memory of his mother Dorothy Sarandrea.

Marco Polo Lodge #2214 scholarship awardees - Left to right; Tara Renda,
Guiliana Prisco, John Simonetti (Lodge President), Ariyanna Mincone and
Victoria Cardillo.

The Vigiano Brothers Lodge #3436 awarded our 2021
Scholarship Certificates on June 15, 2021. The recipients, left to
right are: Jamie Eck and Avery LaMonica. Below, with Scholarship
Committee. from left to right: Maryann Schick, Laurette Morgan,
Jamie Eck, Anthony Rotoli, President, Avery LaMonica, Louis
Gallo, Barbara Pisani.

Columbus Lodge #2143 Scholarship Award Ceremony on June 13th, 2021.
Congratulations to all 15 scholarship recipients. Good luck to the class of 2021.

Pasquale & Elizabeth

Weddings: Wedding of Judge Frank A. Gulotta Lodge No. 2180 Past
President Pasquale Greco and Elizabeth Caputo Greco on June 12, 2021.
Births: Constantino Brumidi Lodge #2211 member Jessica Cicale and
Paul Rivera announce the birth of their son, Dominic Danny Rivera. Dominic
was born on June 3 weighing in at 7.5lbs and measuring 20". Dominic is the
grandson of Trustee Danny Cicale.

Columbus Lodge #2143 - Anthony Scotto Memorial Graduate Award.
Carmen Arana is continuing her graduate education at Hofstra
University. Carmen is the wife of Columbus Lodge Recording
Secretary, Wilson Arana. Carmen is flanked by State President
Anthony and 1st Lady Mary Naccarato.

Nuptial and Natal Announcements Section
Please send me your announcements of marriages or milestone anniversaries (25th, 50th etc.) or of new births. This should only be a marriage of a member sent by the member.
In addition, if a member has a new arrival, that is, their son or daughter or a grandparent having a new grandson or granddaughter; send me an announcement. For marriages:
the name of the member(s) namely, bride and groom, the date of the wedding and the full lodge name and number. For births: birthdate (height and weight optional), name of
parents or grandparents, one or more which is an OSDIA member and the full lodge name and number. Email me, Golden Lion Editor at mavleonedoro@gmail.com with the sub
ject line stating marriage or birth announcement. The announcement (and photo if you like) will subsequently go in the Golden Lion Newspaper.
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COMMISSION FOR SOCIAL JUSTICE
MESSAGE FROM CSJ CHAIRMAN JOHN FRATTA
3)
4)

When was the mayor and the chancellor informed of this decision?
We also requested all minutes of
meetings, emails, and phone logs
regarding this issue.

We are not and will never give up on this fight
until Columbus Day is placed back on the
school calendar.

tools available to the government,
to grant the enhancement, both at
the level of bilateral Italy-United
States relations and at a multilateral level, of the real historical role
of Christopher Columbus, an
explorer moved by the noble sentiments of discovery, at the basis of
the evolution of society and the
whole of humanity.”

Port Jefferson School Board

Brothers and Sisters,
I hope you all had an enjoyable and safe 4th
of the July. As we now begin to change our
lives to a more normal state from this devastating pandemic, I want to remind all not to
get into a false sense of security. Continue to
be safe, especially for those us who have
compromised family members in our homes.
This past quarter we have witnessed some
victories in our fight to keep Columbus Day
and our statues around the Country.
Following is an update on all our activities
during this period.
New York City Department of Education
As I reported last quarter, the New York City
Department of Education first changed
Columbus Day on its school year calendar to
Indigenous Peoples’ Day. They then
received the heat from our Italian American
Community and announced that October
12th would now be known as Italian Heritage
Day/Indigenous Peoples’ Day. That change
was also met with serious opposition from
our community. On May 12th, CSJ, the
Grand Lodge of New York, along with many
other Italian American Organizations held a
press conference/rally at Columbus Circle
demanding that the mayor reinstate
Columbus Day to the Department of
Education calendar. Many news outlets carried the press conference, and it was attended by some elected officials, candidates for
office and celebrities. Unfortunately, the
mayor announced he will not change the
holiday back. If you remember from our last
article, the mayor and the chancellor
claimed they had no knowledge of this
change taking place, until it was announced
to the press. So, at a meeting of the Council
of Presidents Columbus Day Committee, we
asked Attorney Michael Santo to do a
Freedom of Information (FOIL) request to
the Department of Education. The following
information we are requesting:
1)
2)

Who made the decision to change
Columbus Day to Indigenous
Peoples’ Day?
Who made the decision to then
change it to Italian Heritage
Day/Indigenous Peoples’ Day?

We were notified that the Port Jefferson
School Board decided to change Columbus
Day to Indigenous Peoples’ Day.
Immediately, it was acted upon by CSJ. Lou
Gallo called the superintendent’s office and
asked for a meeting with us to discuss this
change. The next day we were told a meeting was not necessary, that the change was
rescinded, and Columbus Day was back on
the calendar. It is issues like this that we
stress the importance of being notified as
soon as something arises. With Port
Jefferson, we were notified and immediately
acted on it and were successful.
Randolph School District
As I am sure many of you have been seeing
the fight in Randolph New Jersey School
District to keep Columbus Day. The Italian
American Community in New Jersey, along
with One Voice Coalition and our National
CSJ came together and demanded that
Columbus Day be restored, and that
Indigenous Peoples’ Day be placed on
another day. The school district, in probably
one of the dumbest moves, decided to
remove all holidays from their school calendar and place the words “school closed”. This
move infuriated all residents of Randolph,
and the protest was even louder than before
the original change. After many protests and
well attended public meetings, the school
board replaced all the holidays back on the
calendar including Columbus Day.
Congratulations to all involved in this fight!
Italy’s Parliament Supports Christopher
Columbus
On June 16th Italy’s Parliament overwhelmingly approved a motion in defense of
Christopher Columbus. The motion’s stated
purpose is as following:
“The Italian Chamber of Deputies
Commits the Government
1)

2)

To take action, on the political
and diplomatic level, so that
Italian cultural heritage in the
United States and the symbolic
figure of that heritage embodied
by Christopher Columbus may
be safeguarded;
To use all the communication

OSDIA and our CSJ would like to thank the
Government of Italy for voicing their support for
Christopher Columbus. This action by the
Government of Italy will add a new level of support to our cause in defending Columbus.
Columbus Statue in Syracuse
Our brothers and sisters in Syracuse are fighting those that want to remove the Columbus
statue in their city. This statue was paid for by
members of the community, whose relatives
still live in the community. The Columbus
Monument, in Columbus Circle was designed
by the Syracuse-born architect, Dwight James
Baum in 1934. When this issue first started
Mayor Ben Walsh sent signals he supported
our Italian American community and the
Columbus statue. Then he formed a commission to decide if the statue should be removed.
The Italian Americans on the commission were
outnumbered. Finally, right before Columbus
Day those leading the fight were told that the
mayor was announcing his decision. They
urged him to hold off on making any announcement until after Columbus Day. The mayor
ignored that request and on the day before
Columbus Day he announced the statue was
being removed. The Columbus Monument
Committee filed a notice of intent with the
Courts to prevent the mayor’s action. This case
is pending. I want to thank Carmine Federico,
Bob Gardino, Nick Piro and all who are
engaged in this battle.

Alaina Pinto
53 Hilldale Road
Albertson, NY 11507-2211
Wheatley Middle School/Old Westbury
America Lodge #2245
District 5
Giovanna Nicole Lacerra
19 Woodford Road
Scarsdale, NY 10583
School of the Holy Child Middle School
Romanesque Lodge #2198, President Luisa
Fuime
District 7
Jonathan Sexton
3101 Longfield Road
Glenwood, MD 21738
Glenwood Middle School
Stella D'Argento Lodge #1916, President
Rozann Greco
I would like to congratulate each of the winners of this contest. I would also urge all districts that did not participate in this contest to
enter it next year. Congratulations to
Geraldine Iannello Graham and all the
liaisons for doing an excellent job with this
program.
As we begin to get back from this pandemic,
I am happy to report this year’s Columbus
Day parades in both Manhattan and Long
Island will take place in person. I am urging
all our brothers and sisters to participate in
both parades and show our support for
Columbus.
Finally, I would like to thank President Tony
Naccarato for doing an outstanding job during this pandemic. He served us well with
class and did everything that needed to be
done to keep our lion on the move. Thank
you, Tony!
I would also like to congratulate our new
State President Michele Ment. You have the
full support of myself and the CSJ.

John Dabbene Essay Contest
These are the winners of the 2021 John
Dabbene Italian Heritage Essay Contest:
District 1
Isabella Armato
10 Salt Meadow Lane
Stony Brook, NY 11790
Paul J. Galinas Jr. High School
Fr. John Papallo Lodge #2684, President
Enrico Annichiarico
District 2
Gabriella Maresco
270 N. Kings Avenue
Massapequa, NY 11758
Plainedge High School
Columbus Lodge #2143, President Gary
Caparco

In closing, I want to thank the CSJ Executive
Board and our district liaisons and all my
brothers and sisters for all their support for
our CSJ. Please continue to keep your ears
to the ground and should you hear something negative to our community, please notify me immediately.

Fraternally,

John A. Fratta
http://www.columbusthetruth.org
http://www.therealcolumbus.org
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MUSEUM HAPPENINGS
GARIBALDI-MEUCCI
MUSEUM (GMM)
420 Tompkins Avenue
Staten Island, New York 10305
718-442-1608
garibaldimeuccimuseum.com
By: Carl J. Ciaccio, Chairman

Dear Fraternal Brothers and Sisters,
I sincerely hope this correspondence finds you all safe and healthy. It appears we are on
the verge of returning to normalcy after sixteen months of a most tumultuous and unpredictable period in recorded history.
It is with immense respect and admiration that the GMM acknowledges outgoing State
President, Anthony Naccarato and First Lady Mary, for maintaining the status quo and
beyond during a most challenging global health crisis. Two formidable leaders who have
significantly enriched the Order Sons and Daughters of Italy in America and the GMM, our
national treasure. A sincere welcome and congratulations is extended from everyone at
the GMM to Michele Cangiano Ment, with best wishes for unbounded success during her
tenure as our new State President. Congratulations and thank you to all our outgoing and
incoming fraternal brothers and sisters who serve our beloved Order.
Buildings & Grounds:
Incredible but true, the permits to begin the construction phase of the Venice-New York
project are about to be issued by the NYCDOB. The construction project is scheduled to
be completed by Thursday, August 12th, which will include the permanent placement of
the “Torre Di Luce” on its foundation, situated prominently on the grounds of the GMM.
The ribbon cutting ceremony will follow soon after, on Sunday, August 15th. The outdoor
ceremony is scheduled to begin at 5:30 p.m. and culminate with the majestic lighting of
the tower, approximately at 8:30 p.m.
On other fronts, the museum’s basement has been waterproofed and reorganized after a
deep cleaning. After significant research and reorganization, diligently conducted by
Professor William J. Castello and Administrative Assistant, Amanda Seaman, the
Garibaldi Room has been magnificently completed with a rich source of artifacts relating
to the history of Garibaldi and his heroic wife Ana Maria de Jesus Riberio da Silva, aka
Anita Garibaldi. The Garibaldi Room has new lighting, which were mostly provided and
installed, compliments of Mr. Paul Rogalli, proprietor of JPR Lighting located in Staten
Island. Furthermore, several benches that have been donated have been assembled and
placed on the grounds of the GMM. The dedicated plaques will soon be added to each
bench.

A special thank you is extended to Carol Berardi, GMM Event Coordinator for making it
all happen.
Expanded Membership Drive:
If you have not already become a member of the GMM, you are strongly urged to send
in your application. The tax-deductible annual membership is as low as $25.00 for a single member. As a member of the GMM, you will be contributing to the financial solvency
of the museum as well as the buildings and grounds maintenance costs. Applications
are available on the GMM website: garibaldimeuccimuseum.com
GMM Media:
Please visit the GMM website regularly to remain up to date with GMM programs and
events schedules, as well as spending “A Few Minutes at Meucci’s” to enjoy culturally
related short videos and to also visit our virtual gift shop to purchase a memento that
can easily be shipped to your doorstep.
GMM Education Program:
Education coordinator, Annmarie Cicero is busy preparing to resume the GMM
Education Program for public and non-public school students, who we are all hoping to
see at the museum starting with the 2021-22 school year.
Brick Walkway:
Thank you for your continued support to the GMM through your dedicated brick purchases. An expanded brick paving plan is in the works, in conjunction with the Venice-New
York project, which will result in having many, many more bricks to purchase and dedicate.
2021 Fundraiser Luncheon:
Plans for the quintessential annual fundraiser luncheon event, which will again be held
at LiGreci's Staaten on November 6, 2021, from 11:00 am-3:00 p.m. are nearly completed. Please check your mail and the GMM website for details.
On behalf of everyone at the GMM, I extend our sincere appreciation for your continued
support.
May you remain safe and healthy, as we move ever forward toward normalcy and
beyond.
Fraternally,
Carl J. Ciaccio
Chairman of the Board - Garibaldi-Meucci Museum
cjciaccio@garibaldimeuccimuseum.org

GMM Programs & Events:
The six-week opera class, conducted under a tent, on the grounds of the GMM, ended
with a very positive note of appreciation to Professor Lou Barrella, as expressed by his 20
students, including myself. Professor Barrella is a consummate and passionate opera
buff, with a magnetic ability to capture the attention and interest of his students.
On Friday, June 25th, thanks to arrangement made by Joseph Sciame, the GMM had the
privilege of hosting the newly assigned Consul General of Italy in New York, Fabrizio Di
Michele. It became readily apparent that Mr. Di Michele is a friendly, and a genuinely sincere individual who has taken the GMM under his wing, in terms of extending his assistance and support, as best he can.
As the GMM moves forward to restoring a pre-pandemic on-site schedule, plans continue
to develop for the scheduling of Italian language and Opera classes, which are anticipated
to begin in late September to early October. Several events have also been scheduled,
starting with a private GMM reopening ceremony on Tuesday, August 3rd; as previously
indicated, a ribbon cutting ceremony for the Torre Di Luce is scheduled on Sunday, August
15th; a picnic is scheduled on Sunday, September 18th, hosted by the GMM in collaboration with the Fr. Vincent R. Capodanno Lodge #212; a harvest moon musical festival is
scheduled on October 3rd, with the very talented Alex Leonand; and, of course, the
GMM’s annual Fundraiser Luncheon is scheduled to be held live on Saturday, November
6th.
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Left to Right:GMM Commissioner, Professor William J.
Castello, GMM Chairperson, Carl J. Ciaccio, Consul General
of Italy in New York, Fabrizio Di Michele, Joseph Sciame,
GMM Chairperson Emeritus and CEO, Ms. Amanda Seaman,
GMM Administrative Assistant.

LOCAL LODGES - MEMORIAL DAY & 4TH OF JULY
A wreath was placed at the Station of Heroes in Edmund Lion Park to honor all the fallen soldiers from
East Rochester. Vincent Lombardi Lodge #2270, East Rochester Memorial Day Parade took place
on Saturday, May 29, 2021.

Constantino Brumidi Lodge No. 2211 in Deer Park, recently participated in three Memorial Day Wreath
Ceremonies. The ceremonies were held at the Deer Park Fire Department, VFW and Lions Club locations.
Memorial Wreaths were laid at each location by President Sabrina Savino and VP Susan A. Soldano.

LOCAL LODGES - UPCOMING
COLUMBUS DAY PARADES
NOTE: THERE WILL BE A COLUMBUS DAY PARADE IN MANHATTAN ON
MONDAY, OCTOBER 11. SPEAK WITH YOUR LODGE PRESIDENT OR
COLUMBUS LIAISON FOR FURTHER UPDATES.

Vincent Lombardi Lodge #2270, East Rochester Memorial Parade, May 29, 2021. Luigi DiFilippo,
Jeremy DiFilippo, Becky DiFilippo, Rosaline DiFilippo, Tom Meleca, Nick Baross, Vince Giannantonio
and Louis DeCarolis.

OSDIA DISTRICTS 1 AND 2 & THE TOWN OF HUNTINGTON
SUPERVISOR CHAD LUPINACCI
PRESENTS
THE 2021 LONG ISLAND SONS AND
DAUGHTERS OF ITALY IN AMERICA
***116th Anniversary of our Order’s founding***

COLUMBUS DAY WEEKEND PARADE
Columbus and America - The Truth Will Persevere Forever

GRAND MARSHALS FOR 2021
GRAND LODGE OF NY STATE IMMEDIATE PAST PRESIDENT ANTHONY NACCARATO
FORMER NY YANKEE LEGEND JOE PEPITONE
NEWS 12 L.I. ANCHOR RICH BARRABI
WRHU RADIO HOST JOSEPHINE MAIETTA
BROOKLYN DIOCESE VINCENT LEVIEN

Show Pride in Your Italian Heritage!!
March in the Long Island Columbus Day Parade!

Sunday, October 10, 2021
Main Street (25A) Huntington, Long Island
Breakfast at 9:30 a.m.
Program at 10:30 a.m.
Start Time 12:00 p.m.
BREAKFAST LOCATION - TOWN HALL BOARD ROOM
OPENING CEREMONY
ASSEMBLY AREA - TOWN HALL PARKING LOT
BRING YOUR FAMILY … BRING YOUR FRIENDS
AND CELEBRATE YOUR ITALIAN HERITAGE AND CULTURE!!

Columbus Lodge #2143 marched in the Massapequa Park 4th of July Parade with President Gary Caparco
(4th from left).

In a memo on June 18, 2021, State
President Anthony Naccarato
announces that National CSJ
President Robert Ferrito was recently
interviewed by Italy USA magazine.
Copy this link to read the article:
https://www.italyusa.org/2021/06/can
cel-culture-vs-christopher-columbus.html
Over 600 lawn signs were printed and distributed throughout Syracuse lawns to protest
the Mayor’s announcement to remove the Christopher Columbus statue - Carmine
Federico, President, Progresso Lodge #1047.
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LIFETIME ACHIEVEMENT
THOM LUPO

BENE EMERITUS
ROBERT M. FERRITO

LIFETIME ACHIEVEMENT
MILDRED MANCUSI
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THE REGIONS OF OUR ROOTS
Traveling Italia Via the Regions
Part XVI

Rae Lanzilotta

Today’s article will cover the Region of VENETO. Enjoy!
I am sure you have heard it more than once “all good things must
come to an end.” This will be the last Region we are going to
explore – the Veneto Region. We here at the Golden Lion Newspaper were given a gift to be able to report on the Regions of Italy
that we love so much. Hopefully you were able to connect to your
particular region and in doing so, you may have decided to visit
your beloved homeland sometime in the future. And, what a wonderful experience you will have. In this article we will report on
the region, Veneto. We hope you enjoy the article, in fact we
hope you enjoyed all the past articles written. We will continue
with this region in our next article. And now, let’s explore Veneto.
VENETO REGION: POPULATION IS 4,480,000
Capital is: Venezia
PROVINCES: Belluno, Padova, Rovigo, Treviso, Venezia, Verona, Vicenza
The Region of Veneto is a gem of a region in the northeast corner of Italy. Bound on the west
by Lake Garda, on the north by the Dolomite Mountains and on the east by the Adriatic Sea,
the landscape of the Veneto is rich and varied.
It is located in the north-east of Italy, bordering to the north Austria and the Italian region Trentino-Alto Adige, to the east the Italian region Friuli and the Adriatic sea, to the south the Italian
region Emilia Romagna, to the west the Italian region Lombardy. The capital is Venice.
PROVINCE OF BELLUNO: Population is 36,000
From 1420 until 1797, Belluno was part of the Republic of Venice. When conquered by the
French, it became a subject of the Austrian Empire as part of the Venetian Province. Belluno
remained under Austrian control after the Napoleonic Wars, as part of the Kingdom of Lombardy-Venetia until 1866, when it was ceded to the newly formed Kingdom of Italy. In 1943,
when the Italian government signed an armistice with the Allies, the province was occupied by
Nazi Germany, which reorganized it as the Operation Zone of the Alpine Foothills and put it
under the administration of Gauleiter Franz Hofer. The region was de facto annexed to the
German Reich until the end of the war. This status ended along with the Nazi regime and Italian
rule was restored in 1945.
PROVINCE OF PADOVA: Population is 213,000
The Basilica di Sant'Antonio da Padova, locally simply known as "Il Santo," is the most famous
Paduan church. The bones of the saint rest in a chapel richly ornamented with carved marble.

Accepting
Responsibility
For Saying “I
am an Italian
American!”
By Prof./Cav. Philip
J. DiNovo

The 1870 U.S. Census
lists only 17,000 Italians in
the entire country. “Slave Children of New
York” by Davis McCormick appeared in the
2012 winter issue of OSIA Italian America and
cited a June 17, 1893 New York Times article
that reported the following: It has been learned
that at the present time there are between
7,000 and 8,000 children kidnapped from Italy
and held in the state of slavery in large cities of
the United States. The little ones who have
been kidnapped suffer horrible treatment from
their masters. The children are brought here
and sold by private auctions, prices varying
from $100 to $300 for boys and $100 to $500
for girls. When girls are exceptionally pretty,
the prices are remarkably higher. There are
two little girls who are frequently to be seen
playing in Wall Street, were sold to their present owner for the sum of $1,000.
In his article, Mr. McCormick went on to
describe Francesco who is only six years old,
dressed in rags, his dirty hair in tangles, tinkled
a melody on a brass triangle, the cap at his feet
catching coins by a passerby. He is one of the
many slave Italian street urchins begging for
pennies during the winter of 1873 for their masters.

I tried to find more information about this subject but my research did not find any information that confirms the truth of the New York
Times article. So, it does not surprise me that
the Italian slave children of New York is not better recorded.
However, there was a researcher, Giovanni
Schiavo (1898-1983), who collected articles,
index cards, notes, photographs, correspondence, clippings, books, government reports,
and other ephemera dating from the late 1800s
to his death. His research led to his authoring
15 books. Schiavo’s research and writing
greatly helped to document the contributions
made by Italian Americans to the United
States. But, I still have a difficult time convincing some members of the Albany area that in
the year 1624 a few Italian Protestants came
with the Dutch to what is now Albany, NY.
Catelyn Trico (Italian) gave birth to the first
white child – Sarah Rapalje - in the State of
New York in 1625. This information is not widely known. There is no public recognition except
in the American Italian Heritage Museum.
In closing, because so much had not been
recorded, there is so much that is not known
about the Italian experience in America. Italian
Americans had to wait a long time to realize our
contributions. Over 50 Italians were lynched in
the United States and now you know that Italian children were made slaves in the country.
So, our people have known the tragedies of
past societal mistakes. The value of recording
our history is to avoid the mistakes of the past
and to appreciate the price paid by Italians for
the American dream.

Prof/Cav. DiNovo, a member of the Gabriele D’Annunzio Lodge #321, Schenectady, New York dedicates his
time and study to the Italian American communities in the U.S.
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Donatello's magnificent equestrian statue of the Venetian general Gattamelata can be found on
the piazza in front of the Basilica. Standing on a history of nearly 3,000 years, Padua's position
in the history of art is nearly as important as its place in the history of learning. Tourism alone
could guarantee a sound economy for Padua. The city also has one of the largest industrial
zones in Europe and is an important railroad and highway junction.
PROVINCE OF ROVIGO: Population is 248,000
The Province of Rovigo borders on the north with the Province of Verona, Padua and Venice,
on the south. The province is characterized by a thriving agriculture, particularly the cultivation
of wheat, maize, rice and sugar beets as well as grapevines, apples, pears and peaches. There
are small to medium size factories set in the city of Rovigo and few other centers of the
province that are mainly about food processing. Many are sugar refineries, metalworking, carpentry, textile and construction factories.
The Region of Veneto is well populated which makes this article well populated. I will continue
on with the other four provinces in the next article of The Golden Lion. They are Treviso,
Venezia, Veronand and Vicenza. So, we have a reason to meet again. Stay well and prayers
to our brethren in Italy and in the good old USA.
If you decide to travel to Italy: See the U.S. Embassy's web page regarding COVID-19. Visit
the CDC’s webpage on Travel and COVID-19. Be aware of your surroundings when traveling
to tourist locations and crowded public venues. Follow the instructions of local authorities.
Viva Italia!
If you go, let us know.
By Past First Lady Rae Lanzilotta & Past President of the Donatello Lodge #2559.

The Board of Commissioners of the

Garibaldi-Meucci Museum
cordially invites you to attend

The 33rd Annual Fundraiser Luncheon
Saturday, November 6, 2021
11:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.
Including a special remembrance of Anita Garibaldi
in celebration of the 200th anniversary of her birth.

Li Greci’s Staaten
697 Forest Avenue
Staten Island, NY 10310

Frank Scagluso, Jr., who graduated from Smithtown High School East is the District 1 winner
of the "La Bella Lingua" essay contest. His essay provides a student's perspective of the importance of Columbus Day and honoring the contributions of Americans of Italian descent.

Scholarships!
Progresso Lodge #1047 of
Syracuse held a barbecue dinner at which the Progresso
Lodge scholarship was presented to Matthew Klamm.
Also pictured are State
Scholarship recipient Amelia
Lamendola, Bene-Emeritus
Carmine Federico and
Scholarship Chairperson
Josephine Federico.

Antonio Meucci Lodge #213 Scholarship
recipients - On May 25, 2021 four scholarships were presented of $1,000 each. Left to
Right First row: Scholarship recipients,
Alyssa Bange, Alessia Cappello, Olivia
Lembo and Jason Amato. Back row:
President Mario Cermele, Co-chairs - Cathy
Grisanti, AnnaMaria Forte, Jean Ilardi, Lucy
Tocci, Joseph Tanzi, Chairperson - Rita
Carolini, Co-chair - Camille Tarone.

Constantino Brumidi Lodge No. 2211 in Deer Park, had a Scholarship Awards Night on Tuesday, May
18th, 2021. Five deserving students were awarded a total of $9,000 and received Proclamations from
the Town of Babylon. Three are granddaughters of members and two are from Deer Park High School.
In attendance were Suffolk County Executive Steve Bellone and members from the Town of Babylon (see
below). Standing left to right: TOB Deputy Supervisor, Councilman Antonio Martinez, TOB Supervisor
Rich Schaffer, 1st Vice-President, Susan A. Soldano and NYS OSDIA President Anthony Naccarato.
Seated left to right: Amanda Vasile Cozzo, Alia Naqvi, President, Sabrina Savino, Nicolette Vigiano,
Grace Canonica and Valerie Slackman.
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9/11
In Remembrance of 9/11
New York Hometown
Heroes

by Marianne Bortone
Prince

said Marie Diglio, the New York City Regional Emergency
Medical Services Council’s Executive Director of
Operations. The defibrillator training program Captain
Mazza initiated in 1997 for six hundred airport officers is
credited for saving many lives.
At the age of forty-six, Captain Kathy Mazza was the first
female commanding officer of the Port Authority Police
Academy. On September 11, 2001, Captain Mazza was at
the academy in New Jersey when terrorist struck across
the river. She said, “let’s get moving,” recalled PA Officer
Sharon Miller. They were joined by eight colleagues led
by Chief James Romito at the scene. Only three managed
to walk out alive. When there was a bottleneck of people
at the revolving doors in the North Tower, Captain Mazza
used her 9mm side arm to shoot out the floor-to-ceiling
glass walls on the mezzanine. Her action allowed hundreds of people to escape. She was last seen by Officer
Eugene Fasano, as she and Lieutenant Robert Cirri
climbed the stairs between the 28th and 29th floors. They
were helping to carry a wheelchair bound woman down
the stairs when the building collapsed. Captain Mazza’s
remains were recovered five months later, next to four fellow officers and the wheelchair bound woman.

As we approach the 20th
Anniversary
of
the
September 11th terrorists attack upon our nation, I
think about the first responders who made the ultimate sacrifice, saving the lives of complete strangers
at the cost of their own lives. It was on that clear
Tuesday morning at 8:45AM when an American Airlines
Boeing 767, loaded with 20,000 gallons of jet fuel, was the
first of two planes that crashed into the two towers of the
World Trade Center in lower Manhattan. Still other first
responders succumbed to catastrophic illnesses in
the aftermath of that fateful day, and the numbers
continue to grow.
At a memorial service for emergency service workers,
As Order Sons & Daughters of Italy in America mem- Mayor Rudolph Giuliani said of Mazza, as reported by the
bers know, there are two New York State local Lodges New York Post: “She was a trailblazer with a career that
that now carry the name of three incredibly heroic was truly unique. She had an incredible desire to help
first responders who lost their lives on 9/11; the people. She’s an American hero.”
Captain Kathy Mazza Lodge No.2163A (formerly the
Aida Lodge) in Bethpage, and the Vigiano Brothers Captain Kathy Mazza was married to Christopher Delosh
Lodge No.3436 in Port Jefferson. My column for this for sixteen years and the couple resided in Farmingdale,
edition of The Golden Lion is in memory of Captain New York. He was a police officer of the New York Police
Kathy Mazza, Firefighter John T. Vigiano II, and Department working at the 25th Precinct in Harlem.
Detective Joseph V. Vigiano.
Firefighter First Grade John Thomas Vigiano II
Ladder Company 132, New York City Fire
My sincere thanks to the Mazza family who provided
Department
me with newspaper articles written all those years
ago, as well as a brief bio of their beloved Kathy.
Thank you to the Vigiano Brothers Lodge No.3436 for John Vigiano II was the older of two sons. He was born
providing me with the brothers’ bio that appeared in in Ozone Park, New York on December 8,1964. The famtheir October 23, 2011, Annual Scholarship Dinner ily moved to Deer Park, New York in 1966 where John
Dance. The number of the Lodge is symbolic of the was raised. As a child, John played football for the
retired and restored firefighter shield carried by John Knights of Columbus, baseball for the Deer Park Little
T. Vigiano II that once belonged to his grandfather, a League, and several years of Lacrosse for Deer Park High
School. He also played and coached roller hockey for
retired New York City firefighter.
many years while attending high school and college.
Captain Kathy Mazza
John joined the Cub Scouts at the age of eight and conPort Authority Police
tinued his Scouting career up to his 18th birthday. When
John
was prepared to make the coveted award of Eagle
Kathy Mazza was born on May 13, 1955, and grew up in
Massapequa, New York, with Scout, his brother Joseph asked him to wait for him to
three brothers, a firm hand- catch up so they could make rank together. Not only did
shake, and a no-nonsense he wait for his brother, but he also assisted him in studyflair. After graduating from ing for the necessary badges. They honored their parents
Nassau Community College, at a Double Eagle Scout Ceremony.
she was an operating room
nurse at two New York hospi- John graduated from Deer Park High School and went on
tals; Long Island Jewish to Stony Brook University, where he majored in Business.
Medical Center in New Hyde He earned his Bachelor of Science Degree in 1983.
Park, New York, and St. When John’s father John Sr. (a New York City Firefighter)
Francis Hospital in Roslyn, was stricken with cancer, John witnessed first-hand the
New York.
way firefighters took care of his family while his father was
In 1987, after ten years as a cardiothoracic nurse in the hospitalized. This prompted John to become a New York
operating room, Kathy enrolled in the Port Authority Police City Firefighter in 1991, carrying his grandfather’s badge
Academy. She patrolled JFK International Airport for one number 3436. He started his career in Engine Company
year, worked in the central police pool for one year, then 230 in the heart of Bedford-Stuyvesant. He worked there
returned to JFK for the next six years. She was promoted until his transfer to Ladder Company 132, where his father
to sergeant in 1994 and assigned to the Police Academy had served in 1977. John quickly made his mark with his
for three years. Kathy was then promoted to Lieutenant sense of humor and devotion to his job. It was his smile
in December 1998. Her next assignment was the Staten that became his trademark.
Island Bridges/New Jersey Marine Terminals command. With his love for athletic support, it is not surprising that
In April 2000, Kathy became one of only two female John became co-captain of the firehouse hockey team.
Captains in the Port Authority, which at the time had four- His tenacity as a defenseman became well known and his
teen male Captains.
team won the League Championship three years in a row.
During her career with the Port Authority, Captain Kathy John was also a volunteer firefighter for nearly five years,
Mazza supervised the agency’s first-aid programs and and during that time he assisted his father teaching other
certified first responder and EMT training. She also taught firefighters throughout the country. His role as assistant
emergency medical service programs at the Port Authority instructor was a natural fit for him.
Police Academy. In 1999, the Regional Emergency Tragically, John died on September 11, 2001, at the World
Medical Services Council of New York City named Trade Center along with his brother Joseph. He gave his
Captain Mazza its Basic Life Support Provider of the Year life doing what he loved and did best, saving fire victims.
based on her work on the use of portable heart defibrilla- John is survived by his wife Maria and daughters Nicolette
tors. “She was the person who breathed life into the Port and Ariana.
(continued on p. 16)
Authority training program and made it something real,”
Marianne is New York State Deputy and Past President of the John Michael Marino Lodge No.1389.
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Poetry

Poesia
Robert Savino is the
Past President of the,
Constantino Brumidi
Lodge #2211
and Suffolk County
Poet Laureate 20152017

Last Drop of Wine

L’ultima Goccia di Vino

It hurt me to see
the life-timer running down,
you holding on, not letting go,
me holding on to you.

Mi ha fatto male vedere
il timer della vita sta scadere,
tu resistendo, non lasciando
andare,
ed io, stringendoti.

That tangerine sky fades to
ashen,
return slower each time it rains,
raindrops we never allowed,
and they take
longer to run down the bridge
of your nose,
than mine.
I came to drink wine
like we always do,
talk about the Yankees and
how
we argue over the best player.
You’d say Joe D. and I’d say
the Mick.
We laugh hard over years
afloat in that full bottle.
When it becomes lighter,
my fingers dance erratically.
You reach over, clench my
wrist,
try to squeeze out every last
memory.

Quel cielo mandarino svanisce
in cenere,
tornando più lento ogni volta
che piove,
gocce di pioggia che non
abbiamo mai permesso, e ci
mettono
più a lungo per scorrere lungo
il ponte del tuo naso,
che il mio.
Sono venuto a bere vino
come facciamo sempre,
parlando degli Yankees e
discutiamo sul miglior giocatore.
Tu diresti Joe D. e io direi il
Mick.
Ridiamo forte negli anni
a galla in quella bottiglia piena.
Quando diventa più leggera,
le mie dita danzano in modo
irregolare.
Ti allunghi, stringi il mio polso,
prova a spremere fino all'ultimo
ricordo.
Translated by Carmelina Zitarosa
Italian Teacher and
Honor Society Advisor
Commack High School

Italian Poet

Dante Quotes
I care not where my body may take me as long as my soul is embarked on a meaningful
journey.
Everywhere is here and every when is now.
Where the way is hardest, there go thou; Follow your own path and let people talk.
If you give people light, they will find their own way.
The secret of getting things done is to act!
Mankind is at its best when it is most free. This will be clear if we grasp the principle of
liberty. We must recall that the basic principle is freedom of choice, which saying many
have on their lips but few in their minds.
Source:https://www.azquotes.com/author/246-Dante_Alighieri
Dante, in full Dante Alighieri, (born c. May 21–June 20, 1265), Florence [Italy]—died
September 13/14, 1321, Ravenna. This year, 2021, marking 700th year of his death.

FROM FERIAE AUGUSTI TO FERRAGOSTO
by Sal Moschella - Golden Lion Editor Emeritus

I

taly is an ancient country. Through the millenniums of its glorious existence
many traditions have survived the ravages of time and have been
transformed into modern celebrations. Most of our Italian traditions and
festivities, originally born either from pagan or religious themes are most likely a
combination of both. Some of today’s Italian festivities originated during the
Roman Empire.
The ancient Romans loved celebrations and half of the Roman year was spent
in holiday festivities. To honor their gods the Romans gave them festivals. There
were so many gods that it seemed like there was a festival almost every day. In
the course of time, some of these festivals’ customs have come down through
the ages and with modifications, are still celebrated today. Festivals in ancient Rome were a very important
part of Roman religious life during both the Republican and Imperial eras, and one of the primary features of
the Roman calendar. Feriae (feast or holy days) were either public or private. State holidays were celebrated
by the Roman people as festi, in the modern meaning of days off from work.
One of these feasts that originated in antiquity during the Roman times was celebrated on the first of August,
whose term derives from Feriae Augustii (Latin for "feast of Augustus"). During the reign of the first Roman
emperor Octavian Augustus (b:63 B.C-d:14 A.D.), in 18 B.C., he ordered the expansion
of the then festivals devoted to a tutelary deity of the harvest and stored grain, and to
another who, for the Romans, was the god of the earth and fertility, celebrating the end
of the agricultural period. Emperor Augustus new edict required that the day be moved
to mid-August and was to be a feast celebrating these gods, declaring it to be a day of
absolute rest from work for all Romans, including slaves and animals. The feast became
known as feriae Augusti, and was celebrated in honor of the emperor Octavian
Augustus, from whom it takes its name August. It was a time of celebration and rest from
long periods of intense agricultural labor. The Feriae Augusti, in addition to its political
propaganda function, linked most of the various August festivals to provide a longer
period of rest, called Augustali, which was felt necessary to compensate for the hard
labor of the Roman laborers. The usual extravagant Roman celebrations of their gods
became more elaborate because Feriae Augusti was eventually named for a living “god,” their emperor –
Octavian Augustus.
Due to the lengthy period of turmoil and chaos during the decline of the Roman Empire, passage of time, and
changes in the social and political realm of the empire, most if not all the feasts and celebrations were
eventually forgotten. As the world was beginning to descend into the dark ages, the recognition and the legal
acceptance of Christianity by Emperor Constantine in AD 313, gave Christians freedom to openly worship their
religion. Churches were quickly built not just in Rome but throughout the empire. As Christianity began its hold
on Rome, veneration of Christian deity began to be worshiped and celebrated. With the formal establishment
and takeover by the Catholic Church, Christian holidays were substituted for the old system of feriae.
Christians from the very beginning, showed a reverence for Christ and his mother, by paying homage to the
Madonna giving it a seasonal significance in as much as its celebration coincided with the gathering of harvest.
The feast was originally known as Our Lady of Harvest. When the Christian calendar took over in 1582, August
15th became a religious day celebrating the Feast of the Assumption of the Virgin Mary, in honor of her death
and ascension to heaven. It became a most holy day, a day of honoring the Madonna, the one beseeched or
the protection of crops and harvests. It was celebrated with the same purpose and significance as the Romans
did for their gods to protect their harvest at least fifteen centuries earlier. This reverence was not only displayed
in religious observances, but it evolved into celebrating the day by partaking in various extravagant displays
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With Michele Sewitch
Welcome back J

Sorry I missed you guys last issue! It’s been a
very long hard winter/spring. But I’m Back!!!
If you are anything like me, you may have
gained a few pounds of COVID weight. I actually did soo good and lost 20lbs when we were
stuck in quarantine from March-July but when
we started doing some outdoor things, I

gained them all back.

as in the old Roman empire. The ancient Roman pagan holiday became religious in nature and was celebrated
under the name of the Assumption of Mary on August 15 each year, a seasonal significance in as much as its
celebration coincided with the gathering of harvest.
With a firm hold on this religious holiday Christians continue to celebrate it to this day, with minor additions.
Their belief in hard work in the agricultural sector and respect for workers, began a custom for the workers to
wish their employers "buon ferragosto" and receive a monetary bonus in return. This actually became law during the Renaissance throughout the papal states as the ferragosto festivity began to take on political overtones
in other parts of Italy. As the festivity was being used for political reasons, the Catholic Church decided to
move the festivity to the middle of August.
The resurgence of Ferragosto as it is celebrated today in Italy, happened during the Fascist Era. Mussolini, a
dedicated atheist, in the mid 1920’s had aspirations for a rebirth of the glory of Imperial Rome and wanted to
make its traditions popular to the then modern-day Italy. He declared Ferragosto a secular celebration, in
contrast to the church religious holiday, by promoting outings and vacations for the populace. Mussolini used
Ferragosto as a populist holiday, making special travel offers, from the 14th of August to the 16th, to the
working classes, that allowed them to enjoy the beauty of Italy. The government created “holiday trains” for the
period with extremely low-cost tickets subsidized by the government. It was the only time that most Italian
families could afford to travel. This offer gave the lower classes the opportunity to go to the sea, the mountains,
the countryside, or other destinations from one to three days. Private companies cooperated by closing and
giving their employees longer weekends to enjoy the fruits of their labors. When one thinks of Ferragosto, in
general, one thinks of a trip out-of-doors. In my early years in the late 1930’s, I personally remember outings
to country restaurants and visiting religious shrines.
In the 1950’s, due to the liberal policy of the one-month long vacation period allowance, the celebrants had
ample time to enjoy the days of August. Today most companies close for around two weeks, allowing their
workers to take a mandated vacation. Ferragosto is a very traditional Italian feast along with Easter and
Christmas, and it is celebrated in all of Italy as a public holiday centered around August 15th. It is regarded as
the most important vacation period in Italy. It is also a religious event that falls on August 15th, with weeks
before and after, as secular vacation time.
As is the case with many Italian holidays, different regions have their own unique way of celebrating the feast.
From the very early days of Italy, through the Renaissance period, and up to the 21st century, festivals,
parades, and pageants, both religious and secular, run the gamut from modest to elaborate festivities
celebrated from Sicily to the most northern regions of Italy. While many of the Ferragosto elaborate
pageantries of the feast have almost disappeared, the escape to la spiaggia - beach, - to la campagna countryside, - or to le montagne - the mountains, - is still very much in vogue.
Ferragosto in New York, as in the rest of the United States, is not celebrated, although some Italian
communities celebrate on their own. There are OSDIA’s lodges in the NYC area that make trips to Arthur Ave
in the Bronx’s Little Italy section to celebrate the day.
Buon Ferragosto – Enjoy your vacation!
Sal Moschella is a Past Editor of the Golden Lion (1997-2017); and a member of Columbus Lodge #2143 of
Farmingdale, since 1978.
At the conclusion of researching this article, I was festered by a Ferragosto bug. I’m itching to take
some leisure time and seek a respite. After 22+ years of writing articles for the Golden Lion, the time
has come to give the readers a deserved break. I may follow in the footsteps of two other contributing
writers of the Golden Lion – Florence Gatto and Mike Cutillo - who published some of their poignantly
true-to-life articles in book form. I’m honestly thinking along those lines. In fact, I’ve already selected
a very logical title: “Articles that were published but never read by anyone.”

(Great with a Bolognese!!)

Now, I am working really hard to get I also make slices/discs out of
those (as well as some more, off). Zucchini, and add some of my favorite
pizza sauce and some mozzarella
With that said, CAN WE TALK cheese and bake until the cheese is
ABOUT ZUCCHINI!!!!!
melted for some delicious low carb
mini pizzas!
Zucchini is literally the most versatile vegetable/carb replacement. You can slice down the middle and
Here are a few ways that I use scoop out the middle and chop it up,
Zucchini.
mix it with some cheeses, ground
meats and seasonings- top it with
If you have a “vegetti” you can use some shredded cheese and bake it.
it to make noodles out of your
Zucchini and use them as a Zucchini Bread! Zucchini Fritters!
replacement for pasta – top with Parmesan Crusted Zucchini Slices!
your favorite sauce and enjoy!! Zucchini Fries! Or simply just roasted!

Soo, if you are growing zucchini this
summer, I hope that I gave you a few
other ways for you to use it! & Don’t
forget to batter and fry those flowers!
Buon Appetito

Michele Sewitch is Past President of Galileo
Galilei Lodge #2253 in Hicksville.
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by Florence Gatto

L A V E S PA

Mike Cutillo is taking a one issue
respite and will be back with his personal touch articles for the SeptemberOctober issue.

There was a flying insect near my window. My Italian gardener called it “una vespa” - a wasp. Oh no! It had stingers! I
reached for repellent and instantly thought of the cute scooters
fliting all over Italy called Vespas.
Although Italy is known for its luxury cars - Ferrari, Maserati,
Ducati motorcycles and elite Bianchi racing bicycles, Italy’s
icon remains “La Vespa”! This year is the 75th anniversary of
the introduction of the Vespa into Italy’s culture. That scooter
was the perfect solution just after WWII to ease traffic through
the narrow streets, over the cobblestones and around piazzas!
Vespas were also an economic rescue then. They were easy on gas (sold by the liter
in Italy), trendy and practical. Best of all they were fun. Something about a Vespa makes
you smile.

Mike Cutillo is a proud Past President of Geneva Lodge 2397 in
Upstate NY. You can contact him at mcutillo1@rochester.rr.com. You
also can find his new book, “George Washing Machine, Portables and
Submarine Races: My Italian-American Life,” on Amazon.com.

(continued from p. 14 - “9/11”)

Movies made in Italy romanticized the scooters. I still remember an oldie, “Roman
Holiday” starring Audrey Hepburn (won Oscar) and Gregory Peck but … the real star of
that film was the vintage Vespa. The Princess and reporter enjoyed scooter cruising on
their adventurous sightseeing tour. He drove, then she drove and together they giggled
their way around historic piazzas and through ancient Roman ruins, on a Vespa.
When my daughter was studying in Italy I arranged to meet her in Rome at the Spanish
Steps. It was the perfect opportunity to relay a wedding gift from America for my Italian
cousin. My daughter was to be a surprise at the reception the next week
I assumed my daughter was taking the train back to her university. However, her
boyfriend arrived via Vespa and their plan was to speed back to school, she on the back
clinging onto the driver’s waist ... with my foil wrapped gift in the Vespa cargo pouch. I
prayed for their safety and the Lenox porcelain bowl! Yes, they all arrived intact prayers answered.
My own Vespa adventure was less exciting. My cousin insisted he give his mature
American relative a ride. Trembling and pleading for an immediate return, the short ride
down the driveway was bumpy and scary. “Never again!”
I reluctantly allowed my teenage sons to have a moped until they drove cars. They
thought they were cool as they rode; through the neighborhood, on the sidewalk, - without helmets at the time. My rule was, “No riders permitted. Go slow.” Did they listen?
Young couples kissing and smiling while enjoying Vespa escapades are seen all over
Italy. Although, I once observed bandits on scooters sweeping by elderly victims to
snatch handbags or snap gold chains from necks. The criminals made a very fast getaway.
Now, small scooters are micro transportation in many American cities. You can rent one
at a scooter station then return it elsewhere. They can also be dangerous as they
weave around crowds. I have a friend who enjoys his personal vehicle everyday in
Manhattan. Parking is easy! He can carry his scooter into his apartment or office and
recharge the battery. Sometimes he folds it and lugs it on the LIRR when he visits his
Mom.
I know there is a local restaurant called Vespa. Hmm … wonder if they will deliver
Lasagna .... by Vespa!

Detective Second Grade Joseph Vincent Vigiano
Emergency Service, Squad No. 2, New York City Police Department
Joseph Vigiano was born on April 5, 1967, and raised in Deer Park, NY. As a child, he participated
in many sports, playing football for the Knights of Columbus, baseball for the Deer Park Little
League, and several years of Lacrosse for Deer Park High School.
Joseph joined the Cub Scouts at the age of eight and continued his Scouting career up to his 18th
birthday. He was awarded the Honor Medal (the Scout’s highest honor) at the age of thirteen
because of a heroic water rescue. He attained the coveted award of Eagle Scout at the age of fifteen.
Upon graduating from high school, Joseph took the test for the police department and scored 100.
He was called to duty at the age of twenty and began his career in Field Training Unit 16. Joseph
went on to the 75th Precinct, one of the most crime active precincts in New York City. His career
took him to the Detective Bureau until he transferred to Emergency Service. Joseph was one of
the first Detective Investigators to be assigned to the elite Emergency Service Division. The New
York City Police Commissioner bestowed him with this honor because of his outstanding record.
Detective Joseph Vigiano was assigned to Truck Seven, ESU and after a few years he transferred
to Truck Two, where he served until his passing on 9/11. Like his brother John, his trademark was
his sense of humor. No matter the problem, Joseph managed to find the amusing side of a situation. His ability to make people laugh was truly a gift.
Detective Joseph Vigiano was one of the Department’s most decorated members, having been
shot five times in the line of duty. He often lectured on his own time, other law enforcement agencies about police tactics. Detective Vigiano was given the distinct honor of being the first
Emergency Officer to be promoted to Detective Second Grade. He was awarded the following
Department medals – Combat Cross, Medal of Valor, Purple Heart, Medal of Honor. A volunteer
firefighter, he held the position of Fire Commissioner for several years in his hometown. Using his
experience, he assisted his father and brother teaching at Fire Departments throughout the country.
As previously noted, Detective Joseph Vigiano died in the line of duty on September 11, 2001, at
the World Trade Center along with his brother John. Joseph is survived by his wife Kathleen and
sons Joseph, James, and John.
Marianne is New York State Deputy and Past President of the John Michael Marino Lodge No.1389.

Source: motorcyclewriter.com

Florence is a Founding member & Past President of the Giovanni Caboto Lodge #2372. Flo is the author
of The Scent of Jasmine - Vignettes from a Sicilian Heritage (Pub. Legas). Flo studied in Perugia and
Siena Italy under National Fulbright and NYS teacher grants.

16 • The Golden Lion • July - August 2021

Never Forget - 9/11/2001
Twenty Years - Venti Anni - 9/11/2021
While our next Golden Lion issue comes out at
the end of September, please feel free to send
any short quotes in remembrance of loved ones
to the editor.

LOCAL LODGE INITIATIONS

Welcome (Benvenuti )
To All
New Members
We will be listing all new members submitted to the Grand Lodge in the
September-October issue.

LOCAL LODGE INSTALLATIONS

Loggia Glen Cove #1016: New member Mary Genova with President Antonino Scalfani,
Mary, Joe Cirilo and Membership Chairman and 1st Vice President, Joseph A. Gallo.

St. Francis of Assisi #2629 Installation of Officers, March 29th.
Left to Right: Lou Mazzacone,- Pina Lita IPP Father Licata Lodge, Donna Torrisi, Lodge Deputy, Jenna
Mazzacone (VP), Joseph Baffuto (New Lodge President), Jason Mazzacone (IPP), Robert Ferrito (NY
State IPP), Nancy Mascolo (District 4 State Trustee), Vito Catania (District 4 State Trustee).

Constantino Brumidi Lodge #2211 installs two new members. Matthew Abbazia and Christopher Ruggiero
were installed at the General Membership Meeting on Tuesday, May 18.

First Zoom Installation of Officers for Columbus Lodge #2143 on March 10, 2021. President Gary
Caparco (2nd square on top line, with 1st Lady, Maria) was installed for his second term. Sixty four people
attended the zoom installation.

LOCAL LODGE INITIATIONS

On March 26th eight new members got installed at Columbus Lodge #2143: Starting 2nd from left of
President Gary Caparco, James Kennedy, Robert Zanca, Joseph Igli, Joseph Alpert, Michael D’Angelo, Daniel
Fucciho, Daniel Egher and Richard Arduini.
Constantino Brumidi Lodge No. 2211 in Deer Park, initiation of 6 new members on July 20. Lodge 1st-Vice President, Susan A.
Soldano and NYS 2nd-Vice President, Arthur Spera officiated at the initiation ceremony. Standing left to right: New Members Juliette
Passer, Angelo Chiarenza, Annette Alicante, Gregg Cannizzaro, Carolyn D’Amore, and Paul D’Arienzo.
Seated left to right: Membership Committee Member-Carol Nani, NYS District I Trustee, Domenica Diana Grauer, 1st VicePresident, Susan A. Soldano, NYS 2nd Vice-President, Arthur Spera, and Membership Committee Chairperson, Lucille Romanello.

Congratulations to All New Members and All
Installed Executive Boards
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“ The Blessed Virgin Mary’s Role in Dante’s
Divine Comedy and why as a Catholic you should
begin to study this classic work”
By Cecilia DiLoreto Sarcone, MA, Italian Language

For those of you who have never heard of Dante Alighieri, allow me to introduce him to you.
Dante Alighieri, the Italian Poet, Prose Writer, Literary Theorist, Moral Philosopher, & Political
Thinker who is best known for the monumental epic Poem “La Commedia”, later named “La
Divina Commedia” or as we know it, “The Divine Comedy”. The “author and protagonist” of this
Poem was born in Florence, Republic of Florence, in what is now Italy. The exact date of his birth
is unknown, although he is generally believed to be born in 1265 and to have died in 1321.
Dante is known as the Father of Modern Italian. Although many of his works were written in Latin,
which was used by well-educated citizens at the time, the poet chose to write his greatest work
in the Italian dialect of Florence or “vernacular”. This was an attempt for him to reach a wider
audience. Dante set a precedent by using the local dialect, which ultimately became the standard
for Italy’s national language, uniting the country’s diverse regions & dialects.
On March 25th of 2020 the Italian Government proudly declared and celebrated, along with many
all over the world, “Dantedì”. This date is in anticipation of the 700th anniversary of his death
and is the date given by scholars for the start of the journey to the afterlife in “The Divine
Comedy”. The celebration begins with the Uffizi Gallery in Florence staging a free virtual
exhibition of 88 fragile drawings of “The Divine Comedy”.
“The Divine Comedy”, made an indelible impression on both literature & theology. Dante’s epic
poem is composed of 3 tiers of the Christian afterlife or as many know them as, 3 Canticles: Hell
(Inferno), Purgatory (Purgatorio), Heaven (Paradiso). Composed in Italian it is a philosophical
Christian vision of mankind’s eternal fate which begins with the poet traveling through Hell, then
Purgatory, and finishing inevitably in Heaven. There is an Introductory Canto, plus 33 cantos in
each Canticle.
The Blessed Mother, for Catholics, needs no introduction, but why was she such an important
figure in Dante’s epic poem? His devotion to Her is apparent from the start. She is everywhere
throughout the poem. She is the reason for Dante’s journey is “willed” by Mary. The very date
Dante chose for his descent into Hell is most significant, March 25th. In the Catholic Church, this
is the Feast of the Annunciation which was the beginning of “The Incarnation of Christ in Mary”.
March 25th was also Good Friday in the year 1300. The anniversary of Christ’s birth brought
together the two central mysteries of The Incarnation and The Redemption. The date when
Dante himself enters “Hell” to make the journey of descent, once was made by Christ for the
salvation of the world.
In the poem’s Hell Our Blessed Virgin Mary is referred to only once when Virgil (Virgilio), Dante’s
mentor, tells Dante that Mary was “The One” who originally took pity on Dante and willed his
journey through the three realms. Her name is never mentioned in Hell, as that would be
inappropriate. She is, however, referred to as “The Gentle Lady” who weeps for the distress of
the author and poet. …...“There is a Gentle Lady up in Heaven, who grieves so……” (INF II, 9495).
In the poem’s Purgatory, Dante walks in the way of the Virgin by faith. Mary appears in almost
every chapter of Purgatory as the exemplar of virtue (la virtù). The example of the “virtue” is
drawn from the life of the Blessed Virgin. Mary’s name is directly stated throughout Purgatory,
often by the souls that are undergoing “Purification”. At times the souls offer prayers to Her or
they voice Her examples of what it means to be “virtuous.” The mention of her name is quite
appropriate in Purgatory, as She is the one who can aid the souls in the absolution of their sins,
which is the goal of all souls in Purgatory. After all, Dante knows that the Catholic faith teaches
that “atonement” is necessary for “salvation”.
“Mary, Human Perfection, the Divine Mother of Christ, the Bride of the Holy Spirit, and a mother
to us all.” This is how the poet, Dante, presents her to us in The Divine Comedy. In fact, she is
leading a pilgrim (Dante) to God.
The Blessed Virgin Mary is representative, for Dante, of the seven virtues: humility, charity,
meekness, zeal, poverty, temperance, and chastity. These virtues of course counter the seven
deadly sins of Pride, Envy, Wrath, Sloth, Avarice, Gluttony, and Lust. Dante relies on the New
Testament in calling attention to the appropriate virtue in the Blessed Virgin. Dante bases his
presentation of Mary on the following biblical texts: Luke 1:38 (humility), John: 2:1-11 (mercy),
Luke 2:41-46 (meekness), Luke 1:39 (zeal), Luke 2:7 (poverty), John 2: 1:`-11 (temperance), and
Luke 1:34 (chastity).
continued on p. 19

Going Home
- by Pasquale Scida

To say I had no idea what to expect is not true in the larger sense,
but in the micro, the small things, it was. In 1986 my son’s High
School Languages Department sponsored a trip to Italy over Easter
break. Six days in Padua with day trips to the surrounding area,
Venice, Verona, and Treviso. Then a train ride through the Alps to
Salzburg, Austria for two days, and on to Munich for two more days.
I accompanied my son along with twenty other students and more
than twenty parents. Naturally, I used the opportunity to visit my parent’s Pasquale and Catarina’s birthplace. We left five days before the
group, to visit Strongoli, a mountaintop town of about 6000 in
Calabria near the Ionian Sea. I was 42 years of age, and in a sense, going home.
Strongoli in my childhood (late forties early fifties) was the destination of countless packages
sewn into white cloth and addressed in my father’s spidery hand, and the place where an endless
stream of letters originated, repeatedly read aloud by my father, as my mother was illiterate.
Strongoli and our relatives there were often the subject of family conversations sometimes happy
and sometimes sad, about people that might have lived around the corner rather than across an
ocean 5000 miles away.
Such trips, ours lasted 17 days, are great adventures with many memorable and unforgettable
moments. The eight-hour flight landed at Milan’s Malpensa Airport where, machine gun toting
soldiers stood at every exit and entry point. Political unrest and outright terrorism related to the
Red Brigade and the death of Aldo Moro in the previous decade was still a concern. The economy in Italy and Europe in general wasn’t very good, with the exchange rate for the lire being
1900 to the dollar and in Germany 3.2 DM to the dollar.
With 6 hours to go before our flight to Calabria we had a meal, and then exited the airport, for
a two hour, 100,000 lire, Mercedes Benz taxi tour of Milan. The driver’s English was decent, and
we were able to pick-up easily on his Italian. Returning to the airport we boarded our Air
Mediterania Flight to Reggio, Calabria. In route to our hotel, Albergo Miramare, where we would
spend the night, we contracted our taxi driver to take us to Strongoli the next day, 150 miles northeast of Reggio.
Rising early, I went down to the dining room for coffee. Out the window, I saw a row of lofty
palm trees along a sandy shore and beyond the famed Straits of Messina. Then rising majestically above the blue water, the snow-covered Mount Etna in Sicily. The tropic nature of the Palm
trees, the waters, and the wintry mountaintop snows above, all in a single view was certainly a
surprise, not to mention breathtaking.
Our driver, emotionally and physically spent after a four hour trek into unknown parts, “parti
sconoscuite”, as he termed it, was nearly in tears after the steep 30-minute climb to the mountaintop town. My cousin, Biagio, observing the drivers state straightaway, took him aside for a
drink, a talk, and a 20000 lire tip on top of the extra 50000 I had given him.
Getting out of the car (my son later said I leaped out) a smallish, unsmiling woman came
toward me with outstretched arms. This was my father’s youngest sister Sabella, the youngest of
thirteen. As we embraced, Zia Sabella kissed me on both cheeks numerous times repeating my
name over and over again as my own emotions choked in my throat. Within twenty minutes after
many introductions and a toast, we sat down to a meal where I was placed next to my father’s
then eighty-year-old lookalike brother. I was ready for this meeting, and Zio Bruno’s near identical
resemblance to my father. My sister Antonette had fainted and fell to the ground at the sight of
him some twenty years before. What I was not prepared for, was the timbre and tone of his voice
or his mannerisms; the way he sliced bread from a loaf holding it to his chest, how he poured a
glass of wine grasping the bottle from both its neck and bottom and his reciting a proverb here
and there. Incredible really.
My father’s family in Strongoli was fairly large and somewhat prominent as my grandfather
had been an overseer on the land of the local aristocrat. My mother’s family on the other hand
one might say was from the other side of the tracks. They had a hardscrabble history and were
very sparse. On the fourth and last day of our stay, we went off to visit my mother’s sole living relative. It was a lovely visit with Catrina and her husband Francesco, quieter than the louder more
crowded experiences with my father’s family. We were there about two hours when a neighbor
came in to say that someone in the street was looking for the “Americans.” We made our goodbyes and met Aunt Sabella several houses down, enduring her rebukes as we walked back to her
home, first about my cousin Catrina.
“Sti gente sono nente,” “these people are nothing.”
Then about herself, “Io commano ca,” “I’m in command here.”
Late that evening, in her kitchen sipping expresso heavily laced with anisette, we talked quietly, Aunt Sabella said.
“Pasquale you must understand and forgive me, I mean no disrespect to you or your mother,
who was so good to us. Your father, (mio caro, caro fratello Pasquale) was the fairest of them all,
more beautiful than a woman and born with the heart of a saint and a father to us after we had
no father. Then a Perotti (my mother’s family name) came and took him away and we never saw
him again.”
Pasquale Scida is the Past President of Judge Frank A. Gulotta Lodge #2180.
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continued from p. 18

When you arrive in Paradise, the reader will feel the presence of Mary in the form of luminations,
colors, and music. In fact, the Virgin Mary is ineffable to Dante. This place is much too beautiful
for the poet and author to speak and there is so much Dante has to share with us. But in Canto
XXI, St. Bernard appears and he says,

Scholarships

“The Queen of Heaven, for whom I am all
Aflame with love, will grant us every grace:
I am her faithful Bernard.” (23, 100-103)
St. Bernard seeks Mary’s Intercession on behalf of Dante.
In my opinion, the most beautiful part of Paradise is Canto XXXIII, the last and final Canto of the
Comedy. This Canto opens with a prayer from Bernard, it begins like this “Virgin Mother, daughter
of your Son, more humble and sublime than any creature, fixed goal decreed from all eternity, you
are the one who gave to human nature so much nobility that its Creator did not disdain His being
made its creature.” (Paradiso. XXXIII, v.1-6)
The Blessed Virgin of the Comedy is the Blessed Virgin of Christian faith. People of many faiths,
other than Christianity, have questioned Mary’s role in the plan of salvation. The question has
been asked, “What need is there for a mediator, but Christ himself”? Devotion to Mary is thought
by many to intrude between the soul and God or divert the soul in its journey to God. But in this
great poem, Dante has softened this suspicion for many, enabling them to regard Mary as a
character in a poem so that disbelief could be suspended.
At the end of the Comedy, Dante, thanks to Mary’s intercession, is given a glimpse of the Trinity,
of the “love that moves the sun and the other stars” (Paradise, XXXIII, 145) and returns to recount
his journey.
This brilliant work includes themes that have been studied and paraphrased by theologians,
historians, Greek philosophers, numerology experts, as well as by experts in Greek and Latin. It
has been the inspiration for Renaissance Literature for centuries all over the World. However,
the theme and powerful praise for someone so Simple and Pure, Our Blessed Virgin Mary, is so
clear for the reader to recognize in Dante’s profound and biblical words, that the epic poem can
be enjoyed by all readers.

Giovanni Caboto Lodge #2372
awarded five scholarships and
checks to High School students on
June 15, 2021. for their achievements Top left: Joseph Braccio from
John F. Kennedy HS with President
Patricia Edick. Above: Ceremonial
Officer Gina Passaro with her son
Antonio. Left: From far left is Orator
and Scholarship Chairperson Mary
Ann Rispoli, Students, President
Patricia Edick and Trustee,
Scholarship Committee, Mona
Splendore.

Sources: https://www.theflorentine.net/2021/03/24/events-to-mark-dantedi-march-25/
https://dreamofitaly.com/2020/03/25/march-25th-named-as-dantedi/
Cecilia DiLoreto Sarcone, holds a BA with Honors, Italian Language and an MA, Italian Language from
Central Connecticut State University (CCSU) and is an Adjunct Lecturer of Italian at CCSU, Marist
College and Rockland County Community College (SUNY). © CDS 2021 She is a member of the
Christopher Columbus Lodge #692, Ossining, NY.

On June 25, Antonio Meucci Lodge #213, celebrated a Pasta Reunion
Dinner, chaired by Sister Lucy Tocci and Brother Ray Tocci and their
committee. It was the first event since Covid. It was a sell out and
catered by our own President Mario Cermele. L-R. Camille Tarone, Tina
Amato, chair- Lucy Tocci, co- chairs- Rita Carolini, Pres. Mario Cermele,
Pamela Danza, Flavia DiNota, Cathy Grisanti, Caroline Baviello.

Events Information:
On behalf of President Michele Ment - if you would like to
get your event information on the State website, please
send to Bob Graham (State Website Administrator): bobgrah@verizon.net. For event information and fliers to be
distributed to the State email listing, email Tony DiCostanzo
(Local Lodge Public Relations).

Did You Know?
There is no English equivalent for grandson/granddaughter in the Italian language.
In English, we have separate words for grandson,
granddaughter, grandchild, nephew and niece. The
Italian language has just one word that covers them
all: nipote (plural: nipoti).
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The Golden Lion
is seeking new advertisers - or former
advertisers to return!
We are asking businesses to promote
themselves with our
advertising.
Call our office at
1-800-322-6742 for
further information

New York State Grand Lodge Founda琀on, Inc.
Order Sons & Daughters of Italy in America
2021 Charitable and State Programs
1st Prize

2nd Prize

3rd Prize

$20,000

$5000

2 @ $2000

4th Prize
3 Prizes of $1000 each

Drawing will take place at the Grand Lodge of New York
Bellmore, NY on Sunday October 3, 2021
Dona琀on $100.00 per 琀cket * Winners need not be present
Town of Hempstead Lic. #951

Filial Friendliness

** Note: Full 昀rst prize paid to winner upon the sale of 80% or more of the ra e 琀ckets.

Send photos of gatherings with other lodges (for other than the normal events and dinner dances) displaying one of our main tenets...

FRATERNITY

5th Prize
5 Prizes of $500 each

If less than 80% of the 琀ckets are sold, 昀rst prize is $15,000

ITALIAN

NIGHT
SAVE THE DATE
Monday, August 16 - 7:30 pm
Eisenhower Park - Lakeside Theater
Parking Field 6 & 6a
Starring: Christopher Macchio
Featuring: Jackie DiMaggio
Free Admission - Bring Chair/Blankets
For more information: Carolyn Reres
5163763056

Various lodges attend Guglielmo Marconi’s Lodge #2232 Independence Day Social on July 1. Seated
left to right: Will Trinceri, President Marconi Lodge, Former NYS First Lady Mary Naccarato, NYS IPP Tony
Naccarato and Mary Ann DeCostanzo, President Giuseppe A. Nigro Lodge. Standing: Joe Franzone, CoChair & Constantino Brumidi Lodge Deputy and Sabrina Savino, President Constantino Brumidi Lodge.
Receiving their TOYS for
TOTS Ambassador
Certificates from the Suffolk
County
Alliance of Chambers, Inc.
are:
President Sabrina Savino and
Past President,
Bob Savino
from the
Constantino Brumidi
Lodge #2211;
President AIAE, Josephine
Maietta and from
Loggia Glen Cove #1016,
Past Presidet, Joe Gallo.
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Filial lodges enjoying breakfast with
President Michele

