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Ordine Figli d’Italia in America

OSDIA National President Robert Bianchi (above 
left) presents Charter to Palermo Lodge President 
Tiberio while in Rome, Italy.  Tiberio, President of Palermo Lodge with SIF President Comm. 
Joseph Sciame at Fontana di Trevi (above right). The official name is the Dr. Vincenzo Sellaro 
Lodge #3009 of Palermo, Sicily, Italy. 

 NEW LODGES ON THE ISLANDS! 
LONG ISLAND AND ACROSS THE ATLANTIC TO THE 

ISLAND OF SICILY 

Remembering 
PETER R. ZUZOLO  

see p.5

Dr. Calabro Lodge #3011 
On Saturday January 7, 2023 New 
York State Instituted a new lodge, 
Initiated its Members and Installed its 
Officers in Mastic Beach, New York. 
Photo far left has the swearing in of 
Officers headed by President, Richard 
Abbenante. 
 
Photo left is celebratory cake with 
lodge’s name and number. 
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NEW YORK OSDIA GRAND COUNCIL

NEW YORK OSIA BENE EMERITUS Anthony Capriola 
Vito Catania  

Mark Dozoretz 
Vincent Giannantonio 

Marlene Gioia  

Diana Grauer  
Joseph Ilardi 

Alberta Ippolito  
Eleanor Jobbagy 

Silvia Sansiveri Thierman 

Lisa Serafini    
Marie Suriano 
Joan Tasoglu
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ARE YOU CHANGING YOUR ADDRESS? 
PLEASE NOTIFY THE GOLDEN LION 

 
This will assure that you will receive your copy of the Golden 
Lion on time at your new address, and the NY Grand Lodge 
will save the 75 cents charged by the United States Postal 
Service for each returned newspaper.  Please notify us of a 
change of address as soon as possible. 
 
Email or send letter or postcard to the Grand Lodge office 
(see below). Include the following: name, lodge #, complete 
old address and new address otherwise changes cannot be 
processed. 

EMAIL TO: nysosia@aol.com 
MAIL TO:  New York State OSIA Grand Lodge 

Attention:  The Golden Lion 
2101 Bellmore Avenue, Bellmore, NY  

11710-5605
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NEW YORK OSIA HALL OF FAME

DEADLINE FOR THE NEXT ISSUE  
MAY 7, 2023 

 
All articles for publication must be typed, double spaced and saved and sent as 
a document file.  All photograph captions must be typed identifying lodge with 
full name and number; all persons should be identified.  Digital photos should be 
taken in the highest quality setting possible of the camera or phone; poor quality 
photos may NOT be published.  DO NOT copy and paste photos in email, rather 
attach as a file (named if possible).   All articles and captions must be received 
before the deadline date. Unpublished articles are not returned.  The Editor 
reserves the right to edit articles, letters, advertisements, and other material 
submitted for publication, for its length, clarity, accuracy, and for conformity to 
the ideals of the Order.  For further information please contact the Editor by 
email: mavleonedoro@gmail.com.
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FROM THE PRESIDENT’S DESK   

Brothers and Sisters, 
The holidays are over, and 2023 
is off to a great start.  Many of 
us spent the last few months 
celebrating and sharing our 
Italian traditions and customs 
with our families and friends.  
Keeping our Italian heritage rel-
evant for future generations is 
an integral part of the work we 
do in the OSDIA. Since we love 
a good celebration, we have 

much to talk about.  Every 
occasion has a story steeped 
in tradition and history, and 
Valentine’s Day is no different. 
On February 14, we celebrat-

ed La Festa di San Valentino, or Valentine’s Day, in honor 
of the patron saint of love.  San Valentino was born in the 
third century in the small town of Terni in Umbria, Italy.  It is 
said that Bishop Valentine was martyred on February 14, 
269, when he defied the orders of Emperor Claudius II by 
secretly marrying Christian couples, even though it was 
banned so that young men could be free to serve as sol-
diers.  Valentine’s Day was not celebrated until the fifth cen-
tury; however, when Pope Gelasius I created the feast day 
to replace Lupercalia, the disorderly Roman fertility festival.   
To this day, San Valentino remains the symbol of love, with 
romantic celebrations observed worldwide. 
Italy was the setting for many of literature’s great love sto-
ries.  Shakespeare’s Romeo and Juliet takes place in 
Verona, where romance is celebrated all month long.  The 
city’s festival centers around a heart-shaped market in 
Piazza del Signori.  Live music, romantic movie screenings, 
tours, and theatrical performances, including a scene 
where Romeo proposes to Juliet on the balcony, are just a 
few of the activities that attract tourists from around the 
world. Each year thousands of letters are sent to Juliet.  
Volunteers respond to the letters, keeping the romantic leg-
end alive.   
The community of Vico del Gargano in Umbria celebrates 
La Festa Degli Innamorati by blessing oranges to protect 
the local orange groves from the cold.  Residents start the 
celebration with a mass, followed by a procession through 
the village streets, where they carry a statue of San 
Valentino decorated with citrus. The city is also known for 
the narrow alley Vicolo del bacio, where lovers meet to 
declare their love and kiss, which, the legend says, ensures 
their loyalty for life.   
The alleys and canals of Venice are also a place of celebra-
tion where the stories of Casanova are still legendary.  
While the celebrations of love and romance in Italy are not 
like ours, with boxes of candy hearts or school children 
exchanging cards and gifts, the Italian origins of the holiday 
continue to bring joy to so many, bringing light to the wintery 
month of February.  
  

 
Michele Cangiano Ment 
President, New York State Grand Lodge  
Order Sons and Daughters of Italy In America  

MICHELE MENT 
 State President 

Grand Lodge of New York

Sempre Avanti

Winter Plenary Photos

President Ment, on Saturday, January 28, 2023 held the Winter Plenary 
at the Constantino Brumidi Lodge #2211 hall, hosted by the District I 
lodges (see below).  The meeting commenced near 9:48 am with the 
ceremonial lighting of the candles.  Some of the highlights were: 
- the plenary was dedicated to the late Peter R. Zuzolo 
- the Golden Lion Dinner will be on April 21 at the Garden City Hotel  
- a full Convention will be held June 8-11 at the Desmond Hotel  
- the Sons of Italy Foundation (SIF) NELA gala will be on May 25  
- CSJ - statue in Philadelphia to stay; New Canaan CT reversed change 
of Columbus Day being off of their calendar; waiting for a new date for 
the CSJ Luncheon  
- GMM - renewal of membership will no longer be on anniversary date 
of joining, but on a January 1 calendar date 
- National Plenary will be in South Carolina from February 23-25 
- State scholarship forms must be in by March 31; National forms by 
February 28 
- the next plenary will be in District III on Saturday, April 22 
 
Hosts with lodge presidents: 
Constantino Brumidi Lodge #2211, Sabrina Savino, District I Chair 
Sgt. John Basilone Lodge #2442, Geoffrey Gerbore 
Giuseppe A. Nigro Lodge #2234, Salvatore J. Bisulca 
Guglielmo Marconi Lodge #2232, William Trinceri 
Dr. Vincenzo Sellaro Lodge #2319, James Cerullo 
Perry Como Lodge #2846, Frank Bonosoro 
Vigiano Brothers Lodge #3436, Anthony Rotoli 
Arturo Toscanini Lodge #2107, Gloria Colatosti 
Fr. John Papallo Lodge #2684, Enrico Annichiarico 
 
The meeting ended at approximately 2:54 pm. 

                         - Editor

New York State  
Winter Plenary



District Lodge Name of Deceased   DOD 
2 Cellini Lodge #2206 Joseph Zicari            11/9/2022 
2 Giuseppe Verdi Lodge #2163 Miriam D'Ambrosia   11/30/2022 
1 Guglielmo Marconi Lodge #2232 Joseph Franzone   12/22/2022 
2 John Michael Marino Lodge #1389 John Baptisto Fiore   12/30/2022 
1 Arturo Toscanini Lodge #2107 Peter R. Zuzolo    1/20/2023 
1 Guglielmo Marconi Lodge #2232 Lee Vetere   11/29/2022 
1 Guglielmo Marconi Lodge #2232 Vito Catalanotto    1/16/2023 
7 Progresso Lodge #1047 Charles Scrimale     2/9/2023 

REV. ANDREW P. CARROZZA 
NEW YORK OSIA STATE CHAPLAIN

4 • The Golden Lion • January - February - March 2023

In Memoriam
FROM YOUR STATE 

CHAPLAIN 
Check out my blog at www.fathercarrozza.com. 

 
Eucharistic Revival 

 
I know that some of our members are not Catholic, 
and I apologize if you feel left out in this column, but 
allow me to spend a moment or two discussing 
something very exciting that is happening in the 
Catholic Church. We are in the middle of a 
Eucharistic revival here in the United States. The 
bishops and many priests have realized that one of 
the biggest problems we have affecting the church 
today is the fact that many Catholics have forgotten 
about the real presence of Jesus in the Eucharist. I 
am convinced that if people truly understood what 
the real presence of Jesus in the Eucharist is all 
about they would be breaking down the doors of the 
church to get in.  Check and see what will be hap-
pening in your parishes in the future to help the 
Eucharistic revival run smoothly. It is our prayer that 
this revival will help reinvigorate the faith of many 
people and realize the beautiful gift that Jesus has 
given us in the Eucharist.  
 
To summarize: in order for all of us to pay back the 
price for our sins to God, each and every one of us 
would have been forced to sacrifice ourselves, 
break open our bodies and spill our blood to prop-
erly pay them back the price for sin, which Saint 
Paul reminds us is death. God did not want a blood-
bath among all of us going on, so, since ancient 
times, he introduced animal sacrifice, where an ani-
mal’s bloodshed would represent the individual’s 
blood who was offering it. But eventually there had 
to be our own participation, and our own offering of 
our own body and blood to the Lord. God decided 
not to make us pay the price back to him. Instead, 
he himself took on flesh and dwelt in the world, and 
offered his body on the cross for the forgiveness of 
our sins. I believe every Christian denomination 
accepts that. But our belief in the real presence of 
Jesus, in the Eucharist means that Jesus turned 
bread and wine into his body and blood, and gave it 
to us as our food so that our bodies could now be 
made of his body and as he hung on the cross, we 

are there with Jesus as he offers the sacrifice that you 
and I should have offered for our sins and united us 
with his body by giving us his body and blood as food 
so that he could draw us into himself and we could 
become one with him. He even worried about the eat-
ing of his flesh and blood as being too gross by turn-
ing bread and wine into his body and blood, so that it 
would be in the form of something that you and I 
could easily consume.  
 
I encourage everyone to truly think about the real 
presence of Jesus in the Eucharist. Without it, mass 
is just a prayer service and communion is merely 
remembering that Jesus had a meal with his apostles 
the night before he died. But with the real presence 
we are participating with Jesus over and over again in 
his once for all sacrifice of himself to the father, when 
we eat his flesh and drink his blood. That is why it is 
so important for us to be at mass every Sunday and 
worthily receive holy communion. I hear a lot of peo-
ple saying they don’t need to go to church because 
they can pray at home. True, but they cannot receive 
the Eucharist at home, and that is the heart of the 
mass.  So whether it’s people who don’t see the rea-
son to go to mass or simply think they can just watch 
it being live streamed at home, remember that the 
most important part of the mass is receiving the 
Eucharist: that’s where the sin our sins are forgiven, 
and where the sacrifice that Jesus offered on the 
cross is made real for you and me. Let’s truly spend 
this time in the Eucharistic revival, understanding the 
awesome gift that Jesus has given us by giving us his 
flesh and blood as our food. May we hurry our way 
back to church to worthily receive him every Sunday 
and have our sins forgiven! God bless you all! 

From the Editor’s Desk! 

First and foremost I will miss Peter Zuzolo.  Even though I didn’t know him as 
long as many of you, I knew he was a great peron and I enjoyed seeing him 
at events or working with him on some of the photography he did for my 
lodge.  For those that are new to the Order, you should ask people in your 
lodge about him as he was a gentleman.  Joseph Sciame does a wonderful 
job of describing Peter in a eulogy; see page five. 

 
By the time you receive this issue of the Golden Lion newspaper, March Madness of the Order 
will have already commenced.  The Events Calendar, put together by Carol DiTrapani includes 
those lodges that submitted time and date for their Installations (see page 19).  Congratulations 
to the new Officers are in order as is a hearty thank you to those leaving their respective posi-
tions.  This is also the year we elect a new State President and this will happen at our Convention 
in June.  If you are a first time Delegate, make sure you mingle with other filial lodges and ask 
questions on procedures. 
 
The centerfold has some nice Christmas photos of lodges’ adult and childrens Christmas events.  
And I ask that you send a photo of all your Officers during your March Madness Installations (only 
one clear picture please) so I can place it in the next issue. 
 
While we have had a very mild winter down in Long Island, remember March can come in like a 
lion and leave as a lamb or vice-versa.  Other areas of the state did have some rough weather.  
Don’t forget to put your clocks ahead on March 12, especially if you have a morning event you 
don’t want to be late to.  However, Spring is in the air and will start on Monday, March 20, 2023 
at 5:24 pm EDT.  
 
March will have St. Joseph’s Day while Easter will be on April 9th this year.  What is your Italian 
traditions for these special Holidays.  Short articles are always welcome, as long as there is a 
positive mood throughout.  
 
Since the current issue has some of the past events, I describe on page 12 the Wonderful holiday 
season that leads to Christmas for most Italian Americans.  America Lodge #2245 came up with 
a creative way to have people enjoy the Frank Capra classic It’s A Wonderful Life while building 
recognition of OSDIA and using it as a technique to enhance membership.  I supplement it with 
a trip where the town of Seneca Falls, NY claims to be the Bedford Falls of the movie.  As you 
may know by seeing the movie, kindness wins out over the materialism and meanness.  For after 
all, as stated in another Capra Classic movie - You Can’t Take It With You!  
 

Buona Pasqua 
 
 

Mark A. Ventimiglia.  

Corrections: November - December issue: 
p. 17- Betty Fiala should have been under lodge #1389 (John Michael Marino) not #2344 (Per Sempre). 
Placed correctly in this issue. 
 
note: please let the Editor know if you see a substantive error in a current issue.

2023 NYS OSDIA/CSJ "La Bella Lingua Awards" 
 
In January "La Bella Lingua Award" selection process began with Applications mailed to 
each of the NYS OSDIA/CSJ District's High School that offers Italian Language courses. 
The mailing’s cover letter requests the HS Italian Language Teachers select one of their 
most qualified graduating seniors (completing at least three years of Italian Language 
courses) to participate.  The school must then submit two copies of their applicant’s offi-
cial transcript, letter of recommendation, completed application and student’s essay. All 
graduating High School students, completing at least three years of Italian Language 
Courses, may ask their Italian Language teacher if they may be considered as their High 
Schools’ “La Bella Lingua Award” candidate.  The student selected by their District’s NYS 
OSDIA/CSJ “La Bella Lingua Award” Committee will be presented with a $500 check 
drawn from the New York State Grand Lodge Foundation, Inc., and the "La Bella Lingua 
Award" certificate.  All questions may be addressed to Mary Ann Rispoli, NYS 
OSDIA/CSJ “La Bella Lingua Award” Program Chairperson at marispoli@verizon.net.

Did You Know?   
Since the word Wonderful was used a lot in this issue, that Frank Capra got the 
inspiration for directing It’s A Wonderful Life from a pamphlet. 
See page 12 for the actual name of this pamphlet that led to the creation of one of 
the favorite holiday films.  Futhermore, Frank Capra was born in Sicily, came to the 
U.S. at five years of age and found the American dream.  And according to his grand-
daughter, I learned firsthand, Capra did not have a middle name (of Russel or 

Rosario) as claimed on some sites.

NEW YORK OSDIA’S  
ANNUAL STATE CONVENTION 

Back to a Full Four Days! 
JUNE 8 - JUNE 11, 2023 

AT THE CROWNE PLAZA ALBANY  
THE DESMOND HOTEL



NEW YORK OSDIA LODGE NEWS 
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In honor of Veteran’s day, the Giovanni Caboto 
Lodge #2372 invited a representative from America's 
VetDogs. He spoke of the many benefits of the organi-
zation. Items, as well as a monetary donation, were 
donated. Pictured are Bill Schneider, Sophie, President 
Rosemarie DiChiara, Chairperson Janet Galvin.

Stella D'Argento Lodge #1916 - photo 
right: collected 82 hats, 105 gloves, 6 
scarves, 8 socks, and 8 hat & glove sets 
for the children at Calvin Coolidge 
Elementary School in Binghamton. Picture 
State Trustee Marlene Gioia and Lodge 
President Rozann Greco.  Photo left: 
Willow Point - on behalf of Stella D'Argento 
Lodge, President Rozann Greco and 
Rachel Foley donate 30 blankets to the 
residents at our county nursing home for 
Christmas.

 
Constantino Brumidi Lodge #2211 
along with Job Lot participated in a 
Veteran Coat Drive.  Pictured are 
Lodge President Sabrina Savino, 
Chair Virginia Usak, Job Lot Manager 
Tony, and Past Presidents Daniel 
Calise and Bob Savino displaying a 
small sample of the coats donated. 

The Dr. Vincenzo Sellaro Lodge #2319 incorporated 
Carnevale with its February general meeting. Pictured 
is the lodge's good-natured President, Jim Cerullo, with 
two members who were inducted into the lodge.  From 
left to right with President Jim are Patricia Mastrandrea 
and Roberta Ippolito.  Benvenuti. Buon Carnevale!

Cellini Lodge #2206 - Two Cellini women making 
news. (Photo above) JoAnne Irace Duffy, a Cellini 
trustee, celebrated her 35th anniversary with her firm, 
Alex. Brown, a division of Raymond James.  JoAnne is 
a Managing Director and Branch Administrative 
Manager for the New York Park Avenue office.   Senior 
officers of her firm and her family celebrated those who 
have demonstrated an active commitment to social jus-
tice. (Photo below - Ed Stone Photography), Donna 
Pagano is sworn in as President of the Chamber of 
Commerce of New Hyde Park.  Cellini Lodge #2206 is 
incorporated in New Hyde Park since 1968 and is a 
Chamber member.

A LIFE WELL SPENT ... THE STORY OF 
 PETER R. ZUZOLO  

 
Comments made by Joseph Sciame, 
National/State Past President of the OSDIA 
and currently President, Sons of Italy 
Foundation, who spoke at the Mass of 
Christian Burial at the Church of St. Anthony 
of Padua, West Harrison, New York on 
Tuesday, January 24, 2023. 
  
Good afternoon one and all, especially 
beloved Zuzolo and Magnotta families of 
Peter and Edie, daughters, sons-in-law and 
grandchildren, relatives and friends all.  
Indeed, today we find ourselves somewhat 
somber and at a loss for someone in our 
midst for so many, many years is gone and, 
yet, since Friday morning in learning of 
Peter’s passing, all many of us could think of 
was: A LIFE WELL SPENT.  Knowing Peter 
as I and we did, and have, now for 50 years 
this year itself throughout our involvement in 
the Order Sons and Daughters of Italy in 
America, it would take several years to recap 
so much in this life well spent for almost 95 
years strong. 
  
We know of his education at then great 
schools of learning such as City College, 
NYU and even a stint at Harvard.  We know 
of his military service and pride in such over 
the years with his visits and great respect for 
veterans.  We know of his pride during the 
great salute now many years ago which took 
busloads to Washington, DC for the presen-
tation of the Medal of Honor to CPL. Anthony 
Casamento, a WWII hero.  We know of his 
visits with Presidents of the United States.  
We know of his membership for well over 60 
years in the OSDIA and his leadership and 
exacting way in all he accomplished as a 
local lodge, state and national president, 
years never to be forgotten in the history 

annals of our beloved OSDIA.  He was state 
president when we had 120 lodges in NYS. 
And yes, throughout all of this involvement 
both in work and community activities, he 
persisted in providing a great home for his 
wife and children, and now grandchildren 
who are the beneficiaries of those sacrifices 
at the sites where he worked and was so very 
highly respected.  And yes, Peter was an 
engineer par excellence for he lived the prin-
ciples of engineering in every way.  He spoke 
and taught us all about “synergy” in that the 
sum of our parts will always be stronger and 
better than any one individual.  He preached 
it and lived it, and incorporated it into his phi-
losophy of life.  It was on June 17, 2022 when 
last we were together over that bloody mary 
that we each enjoyed, that he spoke of the 
changing world and how it had changed from 
his growing up here in White Plains and how 
one had to go along with some of it, but never 
to sacrifice one’s principles.  He was a 
teacher and a mentor, but not merely for me, 
someone who admired and respected him, 
he was a teacher of life itself to all with whom 
he interacted. 
  
That teaching led him to a love and thorough-
ness in all he did down to his computer 
expertise, his recollection of the past history 
of the OSDIA and any other matter.  He was 
smart in intelligence and getting “it right” all 
the time.  And he passed on that knowledge 
and expertise in every way he knew, but 
never taking advantage of someone who did 
not know the subject matter.  I recollect well, 
and tell the story of his and Edie’s visits to the 
east end of LI where we would barbecue and 
sit back to enjoy a day, and he would then 
say: “What can I do for you?” Automatically, 
he would pick up a pruner and start cutting, 
but again I would notice it was not a typical 
pruning, but a cutting up of the branches and 
leaves so that they were all arranged in the 

trash…asked about it, he would instruct me: 
“…look at the space we are saving layer after 
layer, and saving a plastic bag!”  He even 
applied engineering principles of space at 
that very experience and taught me. 
  
As I said at the start, it was a life well spent 
with the family all, as he loved the relatives of 
all sides of his family; those trips back and 
forth all these years to attend happy and 
oftentimes sad sendoffs such as today.  He 
never faltered!  And as for his immediate fam-
ily, they were first.  If ever there was a doubt 
that he did not brag about you three daugh-
ters, well, we heard it and loved it, and his 
sons-in-law and grandchildren with the pride 
he felt in you.  And of course, most of all, a 
spouse of 65 years, OMG, what a lifetime 
that is, with a person of such  charm, ele-
gance, class, personality, and love as Edie …
they were always a perfect couple and we 
knew it.  “Gentleman” is the word all have 
used these days in describing Peter in 
Facebook. 
  
And so, dear family and friends, while today 
is a sendoff we can each hold on to a memo-
ry, or an event, or a time when Peter R. 
Zuzolo crossed our path on this journey of life 
and touched us in some way.  I believe that 
Peter exuded a love that is not always 
explainable or measurable, for it was a love 
of life, a love of family, a love of his faith in his 
church and for sure a love of his Italian 
upbringing and tradition.  It was and will 
always be for us all -  a  
 

LIFE  
WELL 

 SPENT. 

Brother Peter Zuzolo honored with eulogy by friend and fellow brother of the Order, Joseph Sciame
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 Nuptial and Natal Announcements Section 
Please send me your announcements of marriages or milestone anniversaries (25th, 50th etc.) or of new births.  This should only be a marriage of a member sent by the member.  In addition, if a member has a new arrival, 
that is, their son or daughter or a grandparent having a new grandson or granddaughter; send me an announcement.  For marriages: the name of the member(s) namely, bride and groom, the date of the wedding and the 
full lodge name and number.  For births: birthdate (height and weight optional), name of parents or grandparents, one or more which is an OSDIA member and the full lodge name and number.  Email me, Golden Lion Editor 
at mavleonedoro@gmail.com with the subject line stating marriage or birth announcement.  The announcement (and photo if you like) will subsequently go in the Golden Lion Newspaper. 

100th Natal Anniversary! Galileo Galilei Lodge #2253 
held a Birthday Party for our member Frank Carone as he celebrat-
ed his 100th Birthday on August 26, 2022. The lodge presented him 
with a plaque marking his 100th Birthday. In the photo is Kathy 
Sanfilippo, President of the lodge, Anthony Naccarato, New York 
State IPP, Town of Oyster Bay Councilman, Tom Hand standing. 
Seated are Frank Carone and his wife Isabella. On the board to the 
left are some of the many birthday cards he received from our 
members and from the DI and DII lodges. We all enjoyed a meal 
and of course, a birthday cake. Frank has been an active member 
on the board until the lodge closed down due to Covid. 

 
Happy Birthday Frank  - you are a real Cent'anni

Constantino Brumidi Lodge #2211 - members collected items for East Neck Nursing Home 
residents in West Bablyon and presented the gifts on December 16, just in time for Christmas. 
Pictured are the Managers of the Center along with Brumidi Lodge Members President Sabrina 
Savino,  Brother & Town of Babylon Councilman Anthony Manetta and Chairperson Pat Russo.   

In December the Giovanni Caboto Lodge #2372, in collaboration with the Italian language club at 
Wantagh H.S., held the annual food drive. All the food items were then donated and brought over to 
the food pantry at St. Frances de Chantal in Wantagh.  Pictured, in addition to HS students are Linda 
Tursi, Vice President; Janet Galvin, Past President; Frank Tursi, Commission of Arbitration.

Roberson Museum - Stella D'Argento Lodge #1916 was invited to create a "Home For the 
Holidays" display in the International Garden representing Italy. 

As a member of the CSJ Executive Board, it is an honor to share with you the attached photo of Vincent 
Marmorale (center with flower) as he received the Italian American Museum’s Long Island Ambassador Award on 
Nov. 13th at the Crest Hollow Country Club. Vince is a member of the CSJ Executive Board. Attached photo l-r: 
CSJ Executive Board members Eleanor Jobbagy, Chairman John Fratta, Vincent Marmorale (Judge Frank 
Gulotta Lodge #2180), Ed Bochynski, Mary Ann Rispoli, & Marianne Prince.       - by Ed Bochynski



COMMISSION FOR SOCIAL JUSTICE

MESSAGE FROM CSJ CHAIRMAN JOHN FRATTA

Brothers and Sisters, 
 
I hope you all had a great holiday season. 
Now with the holidays behind us we must be 
even more vigilant in our fight for our her-
itage. We must put an end to these vicious 
attacks on Columbus, both the holiday and 
the statues. Those haters continue their 
assault on Columbus, and we must be ready 
to respond and fight back. This quarter I am 
happy to report that we have had some suc-
cesses but still they remain to be few and in 
between. Please stand firm and united in sup-
porting our Italian heritage. 
 
2023 CSJ Luncheon 
 
I am sorry to report that this year’s CSJ 
Luncheon has been postponed. As soon as a 
new date is selected we will get the word out 
to all our brothers and sisters. Thank you for 
your continued support for our CSJ. 
 
Bill in the New York Legislature to Remove 
Columbus Day. 
 
Once again, State Senator Jessica Ramos 
introduced a bill, S-1745 to replace Columbus 
Day with Indigenous Peoples’ Day. The bill 
was also presented to the Assembly by 
Brooklyn Assemblywoman Marcela Mitaynes. 
The senate version of the bill has at least one 
dozen members who have publicly called for 
an end to the Columbus celebration and the 
take down of Columbus statues. Although we 
were given assurances that this bill will not 
come out of committee and that Governor 
Hochul will veto it if it does, we must do all we 
can to voice our strong objections to this bill. 
We must all reach out to our legislators in 
both houses in Albany. We can no longer take 
anything for granted.  
 
Southampton 
 
I was informed by Joan Tutt that the 
Southampton School Board was at it again 
with an attempt to replace the Columbus hol-
iday with Indigenous Peoples’ Day. I immedi-
ately sent a letter to Superintendent Dyno 
voicing my strong objection. The next day I 
received a call from Rocco Carriero informing 
me that in the last two years the school board 
decided not to list any holidays on their calen-
dar and just list “schools closed”. This deci-
sion was made because they wanted to put 

an end to this fight with both the Italian 
American and the Indigenous communities.  
 
The very next day we learned there was going 
to be a school board meeting and on the 
agenda the Columbus holiday was discussed. 
Because we believed this issue was dead and 
did not galvanize our support to be heard, a 
motion was made to list the second Monday of 
October as Italian Heritage Day/Indigenous 
Peoples’ Day. The lesson learned here is to 
never again take anything for granted. A tough 
lesson learned.  
 
Syracuse  
 
Our brothers and sisters in Syracuse are fight-
ing hard to prevent the statue of Christopher 
Columbus in Columbus Circle to be removed. 
The lawsuit brought by the Columbus Monu-
ment Association was heard by Justice Gerald 
Neri. Every quarter I report on the status of this 
case. This quarter I am going to give you the 
time frame for all that has taken place by the 
Columbus Monument Association. Before I do 
that, I again want to thank the Italian American 
Community in Syracuse for their tenacity and 
vigor in this battle against a bigoted Mayor 
Walsh.  
 
January 13, 2022, The Columbus Monument 
Association filed a lawsuit against the Mayor 
and the City of Syracuse for the removal of the 
Christopher Columbus Statue. 
 
March 11, 2022, Justice Gerald Nero ruled in 
favor of the Columbus Monument Association 
preventing the removal of the statue. 
 
Again, on March 11th, Mayor Walsh and the 
City filed an appeal against the ruling of 
Justice Nero  
 
On July 22nd, Mayor Walsh decided to hire 
Hancock and Estabro, a private high powered 
law firm to represent Syracuse in this fight. 
Before this the City of Syracuse attorneys 
were representing Mayor Walsh and the City. 
To date, this lawsuit has cost the taxpayers of 
Syracuse approximately $100,000. 
 
Again, on July 22nd, the new law firm request-
ed a three month stay in the case which the 
Columbus Monument Association agreed to. 
This stay was set to expire on November 13, 
2022. What a waste of time, money and 
resources being spent on this bigoted attempt 
to remove the Statue of Columbus.  
 
Now, in January Mayor Walsh and the City of 
Syracuse had their lawyers appeal the deci-
sion of Justice Nero. The fight continues and 
we must support the Columbus Monument 
Association in this fight.  
 
Every state/city that is dealing with these 
attacks on Columbus should follow what our 
Italian American Communities in both 
Philadelphia and Syracuse are doing.   

Philadelphia wins– The Columbus Statue  
 
I am very pleased to report the Italian American 
Community in Philadelphia were victorious in 
their fight to save the Columbus statue. The City 
was ordered to remove the box covering the 
statue of Columbus and to leave the statue in 
place. This is a fantastic victory for our Italian 
American Community. I want to congratulate 
everyone involved in this fight. Congratulations! 
 
Philadelphia’s Battle to Save the Columbus 
Holiday 
 
The Italian American Community in Philadelphia 
has been fighting against the City’s removal of 
the Columbus Day Holiday and changing it to 
Indigenous Peoples’ Day. The Italian American 
Community filed a lawsuit against Bigoted 
Mayor Jim Kenney and the City of Philadelphia 
claiming this move was discriminatory. George 
Bocchetto, the lead counsel in this fight has 
argued this case in Court. Judge Charles C. 
Damell Jones dismissed the case based on 
whether the Italian Community had standing, 
whether they suffered discrimination and 
whether changing a holiday was the right of free 
speech. Bocchetto vowed to appeal this case 
saying the fight is not over. We continue to wait 
for the decision of this appeal.  
 
Massachusetts Anti Columbus Bill 
 
We were informed that the Joint Committee on 
State Administration and Regulatory Oversight 
has voted favorable on H3191 and S2027 to 
remove Columbus Day and replace it with 
Indigenous Peoples’ Day in the State. If passed 
by the legislature the Columbus Day holiday will 
be abolished and replaced. We are urging 
Speaker Ronald Mariano not to support this bill, 
which would kill it. I am very happy to report that 
the State Legislature did not bring these bills up 
for a vote and Columbus Day is still observed in 
their state. Thank you, Massachusetts! 
 
Blank Slate Media Complaint 
 
On September 23rd Blank Slate Media, a local 
newspaper in parts of Nassau County, ran an 
editorial “Why Celebrate Columbus Day”. The 
editorial lacked any kind of journalistic integrity, 
and no time was taken to examine the facts 
about Columbus. I responded with a letter stat-
ing the facts, that we know are true. And that the 
writer of the editorial did not take the time to 
investigate. We are now in the process of going 
after those that advertise in these newspapers 
asking them to remove their ads. I want to thank 
Alison Vitucci, from the Cellini Lodge for bring-
ing this to our attention.  
 
It should be noted that after their bigoted 
article regarding Columbus Day, Blank Slate 
Media apologized to the Jewish community 
for a letter to the editor that was published 
that was widely viewed as anti-Semitic. 
However, they remained quiet regarding our 
complaint to them. I guess, Italians don’t 
count and do not need to be respected.   

Brooklyn Columbus Statue 
Great News!!! On December 19, 2019, I along 
with, Felix Ortiz and Mike Arena testified at 

Brooklyn Community Board 2’s Parks 
Committee regarding their proposal to remove 
the Columbus Statue in Brooklyn’s Civic 
Center. We received a very frosty reception 
from the members at the hearing. They did 
pass a resolution to remove the statue. Great 
news, we were just informed the city decided 
not to remove the statue. Thank you, City of 
New York! 
 
In closing, I want to thank all for the get well 
cards, wishes, prayers and plants during my 
fight against colorectal cancer. I had my first 
treatment and am feeling great. The prayers 
that I received do work, please keep them 
coming.  
 
As always, I want to thank all of my executive 
board and all our liaisons for their dedication 
and hard work on behalf of our Italian 
American Community. Your work is invaluable 
to our successes! 
 
 
Fraternally, 
John A. Fratta 
http://www.columbusthetruth.org 
 
http://www.therealcolumbus.org
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MUSEUM HAPPENINGS 
GARIBALDI-MEUCCI  

MUSEUM (GMM) 
420 Tompkins Avenue 

Staten Island, New York 10305 
718-442-1608 

garibaldimeuccimuseum.com 
 
By: Carl J. Ciaccio, Chairman 

                                      
 
 
Dear GMM Fraternal Brothers and Sisters: 
 
As the song goes, “Spring is in the air…I can feel it everywhere”. The golden 
sun is shining down, and at this point, I am frankly not giving much credence, this 
year, as to whether Punxsutawney Phil or Charles G. Hogg aka Staten Island 
Chuck saw their respective shadow or not. This year I am expecting Mother 
Nature’s colorful display to bloom earlier than ever, starting with her multicolored 
crocus, and soon after followed by brilliant display of yellow forsythia. I know it is 
only the beginning of February. However, I am filled with a sense of confidence, as 
I sit to write this Museum Happenings report. I feel confident because so much has 
gone into making the Jewel of the Order shine brighter than ever and knowing 
that the best is yet to come.      
 
GMM Annual Luncheon Fundraiser: 
Although I could not be present, I could not be more gratified, knowing that the 
museum’s quintessential annual luncheon fundraiser was successful on numerous 
levels, all of which resulted with the sustainability and prominence of our quaint, 
little museum. On November 12, the GMM celebrated its 34th annual fundraiser 
giving homage to Anthony Capriola, Joanne Spera, Marianna Randazzo, Laura 
Capano and William J. Castello, a group of outstanding GMM Commissioners, 
who dutifully dedicated their service to our national treasure in an effort to enrich 
its financial status and embellish its prominence. As for me, I am gratified to have 
been in their mix and having had the privilege of having played a part in such a 
noble endeavor. The 34th annual celebration also took the opportunity to express 
admiration and gratitude to an Italian delegation, which traveled from Emilia 
Romagna, Italy to visit the GMM and proudly declare their tribute to Anita 
Garibaldi, a heroine in her own right, whose legacy they are symbolizing with a fra-
grant hybrid rose, the Anita Rose, in addition to a much needed and apropos trib-
ute to women of the world geared toward advancing their rightful equal status via 
a noble project called, Anita Fidelis. As we look forward to having the Anita Rose 
planted on the grounds of the GMM, in the spring of 2024, we are very much 
appreciative of the support already shown for such a noble project by Grand Lodge 
of New York State President, Michele Ment, Joseph Sciame, President of the Sons 
of Italy Foundation, and the Consulate General of Italy in New York, Fabrizio Di 
Michele.    
 
Second Annual Tree Lighting Ceremony: 
On December 15th the Second Annual Tree Lighting Ceremony was held on the 
grounds of the GMM. Despite a drizzly, cold evening, the ceremony was filled with 
good cheer, as a choir of young children sang Christmas Carols, and the GMM and 
Christmas tree were blessed by Fr. Adrien from Rosebank’s St. Joseph’s/St Mary 
Immaculate Church. The Presepio, beautifully displayed in the museum’s exhibi-
tion room, basically put the icing on the cake. Much appreciation is extended to Mr. 
John Miniero for his fastidiously intricate and wonderful creation of a Presepio that 
brings a sense of divine tranquility to the observer. Thank you also to Lou Barrella 
for his dedication to maintaining the Presepio to look so impeccably displayed. 
Much appreciation is extended to Frances Cicero for yet another very successful 
annual tree lighting ceremony, which rendered modest proceeds toward the finan-
cial stability of the GMM, much holiday cheer, and a closer relationship with the 
Rosebank community. 
 

Venice New York Project: 
La Torre Di Luce (The Tower of Light) is being prepared for shipment from Porto 
Marghera in Venice, Italy to finally arrive at the GMM and be erected permanently 
on its ample grounds. The majestic work of art, donated by renowned Venetian 
sculptor, Giorgio Bortoli, is expected to be loaded on a cargo ship with an esti-
mated arrival, at a New York port of call, by mid-to-late March. Its permanent 
installation, on the grounds of the GMM, is expected to be completed by May 
20th, with a May 21st target date for a jubilant ribbon cutting ceremony. Further 
details and invitations are forthcoming. 
 
Opera and Italian language Classes: 
Registration for the spring semester is underway for on-site Italian language 
classes, and a very popular opera class. Registration for virtual Level one and 
two Italian language classes are also available for the convenience of those who 
are unable to travel to the GMM. Simply visit the GMM website for details.  
 
GMM Membership: 
A mailing is underway to cordially remind GMM members to renew their member-
ships. Please also be reminded that if you have not yet become a member of the 
GMM, to please consider doing so, as a single annual membership is only 
$25.00, and $75.00 for a family of 4 residing in the same household.  
 
Brick Walkway: 
The museum’s brick walkway continues to thrive with your brick purchases and 
dedications, which are permanently inscribed and prominently displayed for all to 
see. Soon a comprehensive virtual display of the dedicated bricks will be avail-
able for viewing on the GMM website.  
 
GMM Website: 
I strongly urge you to frequently visit the GMM website. It is where you can be 
fully updated with all Museum Happenings, keep up to date with GMM pro-
grams and events, such as its Young Inventors Program, celebration of 
Antonio Meucci’s Birthday, apply for a membership, donate a brick, purchase 
a gift-shop item, and so on. 
 
Thank you for keeping the “Jewel of the Order” a top priority on your list of char-
itable donations. Your donations contribute toward the perpetuity of the Garibaldi 
Meucci-Museum. It is imperative that such a unique historical place to be sus-
tained for generations to come, because it is the integral and unique social media 
outlet of the Order Sons and Daughters of Italy in America and the Sons of Italy 
Foundation. It must perpetually educate the masses through a narration of its 
noble history, the honorable attributes of Italian heritage and culture, and the 
acknowledgment and espousing of the virtues of a multicultural society.  
 
Best wishes for a Happy and Blessed Easter! 
 
 
Fraternally, 
Carl 
Carl J. Ciaccio 
Chairman of the Board of Commissioners - Garibaldi-Meucci Museum 
cjciaccio@garibaldimeuccimuseum.org
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 LOCAL LODGES - WHAT’S HAPPENING

LOCAL LODGE INITIATIONS  INSTITUTION OF DR. CALABRO LODGE

Constantino Brumidi Lodge #2211 - initiated three new members at their November General Membership 
meeting. Pictured are new members James Guidice, Toni Glenn, Dr. Richard Zito, Lodge President Sabrina 
Savino and Chairpersons Lucille Romanello, Janet Dickert and Carol Nani. 

Constantino Brumidi Lodge #2211 - held a 
Baking Night on December 8 where members 
prepared some of their Italian favorites along 
with a demonstration, shared recipes, stories 
and the delicious results.  Pictured are 
Brumidi Lodge members Ann Arrigali, Cathy 
Lamberti, District Deputy Mary Ann 
DeCostanzo, Barbara Napoli and Karen 
Lorito.

Cellini Lodge #2206 - initiates from November, December and photo right, January 2023.  President Mary Modica front and center.

Vincent Lombardi Lodge #2270 - Annual Turkey Raffle.  Roc City 
Singers performance.

John Michael Marino Lodge No. 1389 Port Washington, New York - December 21 initiated seven new members.  
Appearing l-r are District Deputy Anthony Ventiera, new member Jennifer Maltese, Lodge Membership Chair and NY State 
Deputy Marianne Bortone Prince, new members, Carmela Zuckerman, Alan Zuckerman, Frances Rinaldi, Chris 
Waldenberger, Giovanna Panebianco, Cristina Robino, and Lodge President Pete Prudente. 

 
OSDIA  

ON 
      THE 

   MOVE



10 • The Golden Lion • January - February - March 2023

ECEE _Éwzx V{Ü|áàÅtá ctÜà|xá

Vincent Lombardi Lodge #2270 - Christmas Party. Santa and Mrs. Claus with our new 
members, Sandra Witmer and Virginia McIntyre. 

Joe DiMaggio Lodge #2248 - Lodge’s Karaoke/Ugly Sweater Event.  John Cioli and Jim Scire entertained everyone as John sang the 
Grinch song.  President Dave Totillo provided the music.  

Progresso Lodge #1047 - Annual Christmas Party with over 70  
attendees including: President Carmine Federico, IPP Josephine 
Federico, from Cortland Lodge Deputy Stephanie Passeri Densmore 
and Robert Densmore. 

Perry Como Lodge #2846 - on December 10th held its Annual Christmas Party. The 
event was held at the Smithtown Landing Country Club. It was a great time thanks to 
the hard work of Denise Ferrandina and her committee of volunteers. 

Le Amiche #2550 celebrated their Christmas Party on December 6th. Joining them was NYS Principal Trustee, Nancy Mascolo, State Corresponding 
Secretary, Remo Carriero, New York State Trustee, Vito Catania and Le Amiche President Cathy Lembo Lloyd. It was a wonderful night of fellowship, 
good food and fun!

Trim-A-Tree Night at the Constantino Brumidi Lodge #2211 where Lodge members transformed the Lodge into a Winter 
Wonderland and followed with a delicious meal and Egg Nog.

 
 

Cellini Lodge #2206 
Santa pays a visit 

with President Mary 
Modica (photo left) 
and with Christmas 
Party Committee 

(photo right) at the 
Lodges’s Annual 

Christmas Party in 
December.

HO! 
HO! 

HO! 
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Vista Gets Some Capital
Rockland Lodge #2176 - welcomed Santa at our annual Children’s Christmas Party. Bottom Row: Ugly 
Sweater #1 Anthony De Cola, Ugly Sweater #2 Jim Tolemao. Middle Row: Lou Ferrara, Tony Siciliano, Santa 
Claus, Phil Altamare, Danny Albanese.  Back Row: PP Greg De Cola, PP Kenny Lee, Rob Chiapperino, 
Gregg Malora. 

Columbus Lodge #2143 - members celebrating a combined Christmas/Veteran’s and New Year’s Eve 
party.  That hats tell the story.  In with 2023.

The Stella D’Oro Lodge #1730 of Cortland, NY celebrated their (Post Christmas) Epiphany Day Dinner. 
Shown above are members headed by President Linda Riccardi.  District Deputy Josephine Federico and 
Carmine from Syracuse also attended.

Gift of Sight (GOS) - In January, the GOS presented America’s VetDogs (https://www.vetdogs.org/) with a 
$6k check to be used towards the training of puppy naming contest winning dog, Vista.  Here the check is 
presented to Jaime McGrade, Associate Director of Development by GOS Chair, Mary Naccarato with Vice-
Chair Mark A. Ventimiglia (left) and NYS Immediate Past President Tony Naccarato (right).

Columbus Lodge #2143 - Children’s Christmas party on 12/11/2022. All the children had a great time and 
they especially loved Santa! Seeing their faces with excitement was the best part! Thank you to Chris and 
Janet Molina for all their hard work. Also thank you to all the volunteers who helped with the party. Grazie 
Mille a tutti! ❤�

Held its Annual Children’s Christmas Party. Chaired by Camille Tarone - 1st VP. Co-chairs 
were Pamela Danza, Cathy Grisanti, Caroline Baviello and Lucy Tocci.

Antonio 
Meucci 

Lodge #213

Merry Little Christmas



OUR ITALIAN CHRIST-
MAS TRADITIONS - A 

TREASURE 
 

By Prof./Cav. Philip J. DiNovo 
 

PASQUA is the celebration of the Resurrection 
and the greatest of all Christian feasts. For Ital-
ians it has always been observed with great cer-
emony. There are processions and much spec-
tacular pageantry, beginning with Holy Thursday 

and culminating with Easter Sunday. Many traditions and customs that 
have grown up around the season are still very much alive in Italian and 
Italian-American homes. 

My grandmother used to tell me that because of the long, hard fast of 
Lent, it was traditional to eat an egg in church when the bells rang at 
noon on Holy Saturday. On that day, also both fire and water are blessed 
and taken from house to house. 

EASTER DAY has many traditional foods. Often breakfast has a tradi-
tional menu, an Easter omelet (froscia), the eggs may be prepared with 
different herbs or vegetables.  

I have heard it said that the traditional Italian Easter dinner may be the 
most festive of the whole year. Each member of the family receives a 
piece of Easter bread. In my family, my grandmother would make pupu 
cu l’ovu (doll with egg). It was made of sweet dough cut into a design of 
a basket. An egg was placed on the dough, and a dough cross was put 

over the egg and baked. The cooled pupu cu l’ovu was then iced and 
multi-colored sugar crystals were sprinkled over the iced cross. How we 
looked forward to going to Grandma DiNovo’s house for the treat each 
Easter! In some families, a huge ring of festive bread was surrounded 
completely with a dozen or so of colored eggs. Often this very decora-
tive ring is placed on the Easter table as a center decoration. Sometimes 
the Easter bread is shaped into bunnies or dolls.    

The following are some of the Italian TRADITIONAL FOODS served on 
Easter: baby lamb (agnellino) or suckling kid manicotti, roasted arti-
chokes, pickled vegetable, panzerotti alla Teramona, sauteed spinach, 
and mixed salad.  

FOR DESSERT there is a great variety of sweets: spumoni, cream 
tartlets (cassatelle), Easter pie (pica rustica di pasqua), Easter dove 
(colomba pasquale, cannoli, cicerchiata, cream pasticcera, macedonia 
di frutta, and perhaps a basket of piping-hot roasted chestnuts. 

THE WINE might be Asti Spumanti; Lambrosco di Sorbara, a sparkling 
red wine from the vicinity of Modena; Trebbrano d’Abruzzo, a light and 
slightly sparkling rose; or Prosecco di Conegliano, a slightly sweet white 
wine frequently used for celebrations. The whole meal might then end 
with coffee espresso with anisette, of course. 

As usual with traditional foods, the customs that molded them represent 
mingling of sacred and profane. The whole raw egg baked in dough, 
represents the eternal regenerations of nature after the death of winter 
– one version of why eggs are used at Easter. A Christian tradition was 
that the egg represented the tomb of Christ. The lamb is another recur-
rent theme in the panoply of Easter. The tradition of eating lamb or kid, 
goes back to the Hebrew Pesach (Passover). The lamb was symbol of 
liberation for the ancient Jews, the lamb for Christians represented the 
goodness of Christ.  

In Italy Easter is prolonged on the Monday “in Albis” (also called Pas-
quetta – little Easter), with processions and manifestations of religious 
devotions and the traditional Easter Monday delicious picnic. 

CARDS depicting spring scenes, flower-laden branches, doves, etc., 
are sent to relatives and friends during the Easter season. It is traditional 
to give children a chocolate egg adorned with ribbons and wrapped in 
brilliantly colored paper. The egg must not be opened before Easter 
Sunday; it contains a surprise, a toy or a trinket. 

In our materialistic world, feelings of intense loneliness often occur dur-
ing the holidays. Many of us have wonderful memories of holidays of the 
past. What made them so precious and now so memorable? If you 
reflect on that question, you will discover that our fathers and mothers 
of past generations had profound insights into life. 

MARK TWAIN remarked on this insight soon after his arrival in Italy. He 
saw an infectious change come over his own party of tourists. “Day by 
day we lose some of our restlessness and absorb some of the spirit of 
quietude and ease that is in the tranquil atmosphere about us and in the 
demeanor of the people. We grow wise. We begin to comprehend what 
life is for.” To Henry James this mood of enjoyment of ages, “the philos-
ophy of people who have lived long and much, who have discovered no 
short cuts to happiness and no effective circumventions of effort, and so 
have come to regard the average lot as a ponderous fact that absolutely 
calls for a certain amount of sitting on the lighter tray of the scales.” 

Our ancestors have made a lasting impression on all peoples of the 
world. When we return to our Italian roots, we discover the wisdom of 
the ages.  

If you want a festive and memorable Pasqua, return to your roots and 
celebrate it in the traditional Italian manner. Buona Pasqua!       

Prof/Cav. DiNovo, a member of the Gabriele D’Annunzio Lodge #321, Schenectady, New York dedicates his time and study to the Italian American communities in the U.S. 

A WONDERFUL NIGHT, A WONDERFUL WEEKEND AND ...

... A WONDERFUL MAN
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America Lodge #2245 embarked on a brand new program and the event was an out-
standing success!  That night had 7 new members sign up to join up at the January 
2023 general meeting.  It was chaired Mary Sperrazza who wrote the synopsis below. 
 
It’s a Wonderful Movie Night!!! 
By Chairperson Mary Sperrazza  
 
Thank you to America Lodge #2245 and friends for the amazing support of the 
December 6th Christmas movie night at the Malverne Cinema. What a night it was!! 
The classic film directed by Italian immigrant Frank Capra, IT’S A WONDERFUL LIFE, 
played in 2 theaters. One in color, the other black and white, for the delight of a full 
house. Over 180 people enjoyed the film, sweet treats, the 50/50 raffle, door prizes 
and the “It’s a wonderful cookie” bake off. Upon entering the theatre, guests were ser-
enaded by local girl scouts singing holiday tunes. Overwhelming generosity was 
shown with the HUNDREDS of TOYS donated to Toys for Tots. The Marines who 
received our delivery were amazed by your generosity. Members and non members 
from local communities came together to experience the warmth of friendship shown 
by America Lodge. We are hoping this event results in some new members joining in 
the new year too. Congratulations to our own Maria Passalacqua for the winning 
peanut butter Chocolate chip cookies! We are hoping that we sponsor more events 
such as this that invite the community to experience a taste of America Lodge #2245, 
Sons and Daughters of Italy.

While America Lodge was showing it’s film on December 6, your Editor and his wife 
Mary Ellen were going up to Seneca Falls, NY for the Annual It’s A Wonderful Life 
weekend, starting December 9.  If you didn’t know about this event and the museum, 
it’s worth checking out: https://www.wonderfullifemuseum.com/.  In the photo above at 
center is ‘Zuzu’ Bailey (actress Karolyn Grimes) with a youthful glow.  In addition, we 
met ‘me too’ Tommy Bailey - ‘scuse me I burped’ (actor Jimmy Hawkins).  During the 
festivities we also watched a presentation by Donna Reed’s daughter and listened to 
the granddaughter of the beloved Frank Capra. 
Now, I had been up in Seneca Falls earlier in the year and had remembered a few 
years earlier hearing about this celebration.  The town even has a bridge that may 
have been the inspiration for the bridge used by George Bailey when he was in 
despair.  Frank Capra did have relatives and visited Seneca Falls.   
However, I was disinclined to go because I had a ‘bad’ year.  Sickness, death and sad-
ness were part of 2022, but I felt and continue the mindset that it’s moments that count.  
And the more wonderful moments you have, the better you feel.  Is it human nature or 
just a social construct that makes us measure by years (bad vs. good) instead of 
moments?  Yes, there are people who have randomly lucky lives or not so lucky; those 
that make there own good fortune by not sitting still and those that just keep a positive 
attitude.  I think positive attitude and pushing yourself is a great prescription for feeling 
better and so I journeyed near the tip of Lake Cayuga to have a Wonderful Weekend. 
Finally, once I came back, after I learned from the museum of the original writing that 
inspired the movie, I purchased as a gift for my wife and I (well deserved after all this 
searching) The Greatest Gift by Philip Van Doren Stern.  It was actually a 24 page 
pamphlet that he sent out as a Christmas card to 200 people.  Eventually Frank Capra 
read the pamphlet and the rest is ‘Wonderful’ history. Editor

Gentleman Peter R. Zuzolo at a 2019 function (above left) leading the Pledge of Allegiance with fellow New 
York State Past Presidents Salvatore Lanzilotta to his left and Thom Lupo in background.  Peter’s last love 
letter to his wonderful wife Edith ‘Edit’ Zuzolo (above right).
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March is the time when all lodges have Installation of Officers.  The prior officers are thanked and the new officers begin their term.  A ritual 
is used that all lodges follow.  This happens throughout the country and since their are so many going on, it is affectionately called March 

Madness.  The Cellini Lodge #2206 led off the madness in February (a special accommodation from the State President allowed the February date). 
The photo below has all the Cellini Officers along with New York State Grand Lodge President Michele Ment holding the gavel at the podium, 

with newly installed Cellini President, Colleen Ferrara.  Please send in your pics for the AprilJune issue of the Golden Lion.
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District I  
and  

District II 
 

Held a combined Christmas 
Party on Sunday, December 
4. Pictured are Committee 
members Will Sanfilippo, 

Anthony Vasaturo, Sabrina 
Savino, Mary Ann 

DeCostanzo and Kathy 
Sanfilippo.

Per Sempre #2344 
 

In February 2023 with 
District III Trustee and 
Lodge Sister Eleanor 

Jobbagy acting as Herald, 
assisted by 1st Vice 

President Robert Baccari, 
IPP Elaine D'Arrigo Mendez 
& Orator Antionette Divella, 
Sister Donna was initiated.  
Our President Rosemarie 
Baffo Stathes presented 

Donna with her pin.   
Congratulations and wel-

come Sister Donna! 

 
Perry Como Lodge 

#2846  
Had a very fun-filled Night 
at the Races on February 

11, 2023.  Some even made 
a killing at the track.  
Pictured are Charles 

Sorrentino, odds maker, 
Larry Curreri, at the dice 
cage, Joseph Ferrandina, 

the race caller, Mitch Young, 
jockey for horse #4 and 

Anthony Rotoli one of the 
evening's guests.

“A Carnevale ogni scherzo vale” 
Anything goes at Carnevale! 

 
 
Carnevale in Italy, (known in the US as Mardi Gras), takes place in the weeks leading up to 
Lent, culminating on Shrove Tuesday (the day before Ash Wednesday). It is basically a big 
final party before the restrictions of Lent and the more pious observances at Easter.   
In Italy, Carnevale is celebrated with a huge winter festival marked by parades, masquerade 
balls, entertainment, music, and parties.  Having its roots in pagan festivals and traditions, it 
was later adapted to fit into Catholic rituals.  Although Carnevale is actually one date, in Venice 
and elsewhere in Italy the celebrations and parties begin weeks earlier. 
On Saturday, February 4th, members of the Giuseppe Garibaldi Lodge #2253 gath-
ered at Scavello’s on City Island, together with friends and supporters, for its annual Carnevale 
/Scholarship Fundraiser.  Pictured above are guests including NY State Deputy Marianne 
Bortone Prince, Le Amiche Lodge President Cathy Lembo Lloyd, Le Amiche Lodge IPP Geri 
Esposito, and District IV Scholarship Chairperson Margaret Forte, together with members and 
friends of the Giuseppe Garibaldi Lodge.  
Founded in 1986, the Giuseppe Garibaldi Lodge is a filial lodge under the New York State 
Grand Lodge – Order Sons and Daughters of Italy in America.  It is dedicated to representing 
Americans of Italian descent, to promote our heritage and culture, and to exemplify the very 
best of what it is to be an Italian American.  Our successes are directly attributed to our mem-
bers, family, friends, and supporters who believe in our mission, and celebrate our heritage 
through such events as Carnevale.  Proceeds of the event directly benefit our scholarship 
funds, which annually provide scholarships to deserving high school graduates residing within 
the Town of Eastchester.  The Co-Chairpersons of Carnevale were Terri Tomany, President; 
Vito Catania, District IV Trustee and IPP and Joe Catania, Orator. 

v  v  v

LOCAL LODGE INITIATIONS



In the September-October 
2022 edition of The Golden 
Lion, I relayed the remark-
able career of the first major 
Italian baseball star, Tony 
Lazzeri, who played second 
base for the New York 
Yankees (1926-1937).  At 

the end of my column, Editor Mark Ventimiglia noted that 
I would give equal time to a legendary NY Met in a later 
edition of the newsletter.  I selected Mike Piazza as the 
subject of my column not only because he is an Italian-
American, but Piazza is regarded as one of the best 
offensive catchers in baseball history. 

Born on September 4, 1968 in Norristown, Pennsylvania, 
Michael (Mike) Joseph Piazza is the second-oldest son 
of an Italian father named Vincenzo (1932–2021) and a 
Slovak-Jewish mother named Veronica. The couple met 
and married in the United States and had five sons - 
Vincenzo Jr., Mike, Dan, Tony, and Tom.  Vincenzo Sr. 
was the son of Italian immigrants from Sciacca, Sicily; a 
place I hear many members of our Order name as the 
birthplace of their ancestors. Youngest son Tom's 
godfather was former Major League Baseball (MLB) 
manager Tommy Lasorda.  

Mike Piazza became a professional catcher who played 
sixteen seasons in MLB from 1992 to 2007, most notably 
with the Los Angeles Dodgers and the New York Mets.  
He had brief stints with the Florida Marlins, San Diego 
Padres, and the Oakland Athletics. Piazza currently 
serves as the manager of the Italian National Baseball 
Team. 

Piazza is a 12-time All-Star and 10-time All Star Silver 
Slugger Award winner as catcher, producing strong 
offensive numbers at his position.  During his career, he 
recorded 427 home runs; a record 396 of which were hit 
as catcher, along with a .308 batting average and 1,335 
runs batted in (RBIs). 

Drafted by the Dodgers in the 1988 MLB draft, Piazza 
was initially a first baseman.  He converted to catcher in 
the minor leagues at Lasorda's suggestion, to improve 
his chances of being promoted. He made his major 
league debut in 1992 and the following year was named 
the National League Rookie of the Year.  Piazza was an 
All-Star for the first of ten consecutive seasons. He 
immediately impressed fans with his ability to hit for 
power and average.  

His best year as a Dodger was in 1997 when he batted 
.362, hit 40 home runs, and 124 RBIs, leading to a 
runner-up finish in voting for the NL Most Valuable Player 
Award.  In 1998, he was traded to the Marlins for Preston 
Wilson, Ed Yamall, and Geoff Goetzan.  The following 
week, Piazza was traded to the NY Mets whom he spent 
most of the remainder of his career.  

Despite an excellent performance from Piazza, the Mets 
missed the 1998 postseason by one game.  Piazza 
helped the Mets to two consecutive playoff appearances 
in 1999 and 2000. In the former season, he tied his 
career highs of 40 home runs and 124 RBIs. He also set 
the record for most home runs in a season without ever 
hitting more than one in a game, passing a mark 
previously set by Rogers Hornsby.  

Piazza helped the Mets reach the 2000 “Subway” World 
Series, the only World Series appearance of his career. 
Of note, all five games were decided by two runs or 
fewer, something that had not occurred in a World Series 
in almost 70 years. Piazza  became known as “The 
Monster” after coach John Stearns was caught on tape 
during the 2000 National League Championship Series 
after a Piazza hit saying "The Monster is out of the 
Cage.” 

Piazza's game-winning 8th-
inning home run in the first 
professional baseball game 
played in New York following 
the 9/11 attacks has been 
called iconic, therapeutic, and 

symbolic. The jersey he wore in that September 21, 2001 
game was purchased in April 2016 for $365,000, the 
highest price ever paid for a modern-day jersey, and is 
displayed on a rotating basis at the 9/11 Memorial 
Museum in Citi Field and the National Baseball Hall of 
Fame.  

Although recognized as a great hitter, Piazza has had 
some notable defensive accomplishments. Among them, 
Piazza caught two no-hitters thrown by Ramon Martinez 
and Hideo Nomo while playing with the Los Angeles 
Dodgers. Nomo's was particularly impressive because it 
happened at Coors Field, notorious for being a hitter-
friendly ballpark. Additionally, Piazza's .997 fielding 
percentage was the highest among NL catchers in 2000.  
On May 5, 2004, Piazza surpassed Carlton Fisk for most 
home runs by a catcher with his 352nd. 

Piazza played his final game in a Mets uniform on 
October 2, 2005. Because it was well-reported that 
Piazza would soon depart to free agency, Mets manager 
Willie Randolph elected to replace Piazza in the top of 
the eighth inning. With the Shea Stadium crowd giving 
him a standing ovation, Piazza humbly bowed to the 
stands and blew kisses to adoring fans. 

Piazza signed a one-year contract with the San Diego 
Padres on January 29, 2006.  Serving as the Padres' 
starting catcher and clean-up hitter, he experienced 
somewhat of a rejuvenation, batting .283 with 22 homers 
and helped the Padres to a division title. On July 21, 
2006, Mike Piazza collected his 2,000th career hit in the 
major leagues. 

On August 8, 2006, Piazza played his first game at Shea 
Stadium since leaving the Mets. Throughout the three-
game series, Piazza drew frequent standing ovations 
from New York fans. Even more telling was during that 
series, on August 9, he drew a rare curtain call in the 
opposing park following a home run off Mets pitcher (and 
former Dodgers and Mets teammate) Pedro Martinez. 
Later in the game, Piazza went deep off Martinez again 
in the 6th. With the Mets ahead 4–2 in the 8th, and two 
runners aboard, Piazza hit one to the wall in center, 
nearly bashing his third homer of the day and putting the 
Padres ahead. 

Piazza signed as a free agent with the Oakland Athletics 
on December 8, 2006. After not being signed to any MLB 
team for the 2008 season, he announced his retirement 
on May 20, 2008, saying, "after discussing my options 
with my wife, family and agent, I felt it is time to start a 
new chapter in my life. It has been an amazing journey.” 

Piazza is one of the best-hitting catchers of all time. Only 
eight other players 
have ever had over 
400 home runs with 
over a .300 lifetime 
average while never 
striking out  more than 
100 times in a season. 
He is one of only three 
players in history to 
win ten Silver Slugger 
Awards   

In addition to his hit-
ting, Piazza's defense 
has undergone a more 
positive reassessment 

in light of new defensive metrics. His pitch framing, in 
particular, ranks seventh-best among all catchers going 
back to the first data in 1988. Another report published in 
2008 put him third among all catchers since 1948 in 
improving the performances of his pitchers.   

Source reference (Wikipedia.org) 

Flowerfields  

Oh April, how I long for your return, 
for the crocus to sprout, await the sweet pea; 
for the daisy, ready to celebrate innocence, purity; 
for the future to remember the past long ago, 
cleanse bone-chilled abnormalities  
and the invisible danger that lurks outside. 

Inside, nothing but a merry-go-round newscrawl  
forecasts anything more than uncertainty. 
I peek through the keyhole of hope in search  
of your sweet-scented breath, a peaceful breeze.  
I long for the arrival of fresh bloom. 
I long to listen to sounds of laughter,  

children frolicking in flowerfields,  
born to a simpler playground of synonymy.  

 

 

Campi di fiori 

O aprile, come sogno il tuo ritorno 
in attesa del crocus che germoglia e del pisello 
e della margherita, lesto a celebrar purezza e inno-
cenza, 
ed il futuro, rimembrando il passato di un tempo d’allo-
ra  
per purificare mostruose anomalie 
e l’invisibil pericolo che fuori si cela. 
 
Dentro, niente altro che gioiosa scansione 
con previsioni di meno incertezze. 
Sbircio  attraverso l’asola della speme 
cercando il tuo fragrante respiro, una brezza di pace. 
Bramo l’arrivo di una fresca fioritura. 
Bramo ascoltare risa gioiose, 
 
bimbi che giocan in campi di fiori, 
eccoli nati in un più semplice gioco di sinonimia. 

 

Italian Translation by Mario Macaluso, Ph.D. 
Austin, Texas 

Marianne is New York State Deputy, Commissioner to the Garibaldi-Meucci Museum, and Past President of the John Michael 
Marino Lodge No.1389 in Port Washington.

Poetry Poesia

Robert  Savino is the 
Past President of the, 
Constantino Brumidi 

Lodge #2211 
and Suffolk County 

Poet Laureate 2015-
2017  

“Catching’’ a Glimpse of the Life of 
New York Mets Legend Mike Piazza  
By Marianne Bortone Prince  
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Have a 
 

Buona Pasqua 
 

Happy Easter
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`tÇz|t‹ 
With Michele Sewitch 
 
Welcome back J  
 
Happy New Year!!!  
 

With the hustle and bustle of life with young 
children we try to instill the importance of fam-
ily! One of those things that we feel is sooo 
important is that we have dinner every night 
together, at the table, even if it’s at 4:45 pm 
because we have to run the kids somewhere. 
We also enjoy a great weekend brunch after a 
lazy Sunday lounging around in bed.  

Sometimes it’s something quick but 
many times it’s more over the top 
with lots of yummy options. This is 
one of our favorites for a quick 
breakfast!  
 
Pillsbury Cinnamon Roll French 
Toast!  
1/4 cup butter, melted 
2 cans of dough 
6 eggs 
1/2 cup heavy whipping cream 
2 teaspoons ground cinnamon 
2 teaspoons vanilla 
1 cup chopped pecans (optional) 
1 cup maple syrup 
—------------------------------- 
Icing from cinnamon rolls 

Powdered sugar 
1/2 cup maple syrup, if desired

 
Heat oven to 375°F. Pour melted but-
ter into ungreased 13x9-inch (3-quart) 
glass baking dish. Separate both cans 
of dough into 16 rolls; set icing aside. 
Cut each roll into 8 pieces; place 
pieces over butter in dish. In medium 
bowl, beat eggs. Beat in cream, cinna-
mon and vanilla until well blended; 
gently pour over roll pieces. Sprinkle 
with pecans (optional), drizzle with 1 
cup syrup. Bake 20 to 28 minutes or 
until golden brown. Cool 15 minutes. 
Meanwhile, remove covers from icing; 
microwave 10 to 15 seconds. Drizzle 
icing over top; sprinkle with powdered 

sugar. If desired, spoon syrup from 
dish over individual servings. Serve 
with the additional 1/2 cup maple 
syrup.  
 
This is such a “delish” crowd pleaser! 
And the leftovers reheat well too!!!  

 

  

 
Buon Appetito  

b

by Sal Moschella  - Golden Lion Editor Emeritus  
 

Almost any city in Italy has a unique attribute singular to its 
characteristic – Venice has the canals; Pisa has its leaning 
tower; Rome with the Coliseum; but Naples, bedsides its 

natural beauty and the Vesuvius, has an unwanted element that 
gives it an unpopular reputation - a scugnizzo (skoon-yeet-so). 
For those who are not from Naples or immediate vicinity, this may 
not be a common name. 
 
The word Scugnizzo has its origins in Southern Italy and more 
from Naples. He is described as a boy who has fun with other 
friends, spending a lot of time among the streets of Naples, and 

lives the life of a street urchin. His character can vary from mischievous to outright criminal, 
but more of the latter. Currently, it is also used to describe children who are clever and cun-
ning. Perhaps you remember many years ago that in many post-war Italian movies, a 
scugnizzo was featured to symbolize the poverty and seedy life that existed in Naples, 
Italy, after the devastating WWII.  
 
The negativity associated with the lifestyle of the scugnizzo was soon to be transformed, 
if only temporarily, to one of heroism. On September 3, 1943, after a successful operation 
in Sicily, the Allied forces began the invasion of mainland Italy by landing at Salerno, a 
mere 38 miles south of Naples. Due to fierce German resistance, mop-up wasn’t complet-
ed till September 12th. The road to Naples was now open to the Allies. 

In the meantime in Naples, awaiting the delayed arrival of the Allies, a spontaneous upris-
ing of Neapolitans, including the scugnizzi, began. The scugnizzi were depicted as heroic 
protagonists against German occupying forces that began on September 27, 1943, and 
lasted till September 30th, (historically known as the “Four Days of Naples”). Despite lim-
ited armament, organization, or planning, nevertheless successfully disrupted German 
plans to deport Neapolitans en masse, destroy the city, and prevent Allied forces from 
gaining a strategic foothold. When the Allies reached the city, all German military forces 
had been forced out of the city by the insurgents. Naples had been liberated by its own cit-
izens, first major Italian city to witness a successful popular uprising against Nazi occupy-
ing forces. A monument "allo scugnizzo,” a symbolic figure of the insurrection was later 
erected and stands in a major city Piazza. 
After the Allied occupation of Naples on October 1st, the scugnizzi unknowingly became 
instrumental in post-war survival activity. It is no mystery that in the post-war period, 
survival in Naples was exceedingly difficult. The city was occupied by over one hundred 
thousand U.S. soldiers, most of them from the stalled Cassino front. They just wanted to 
forget the horrors they had experienced on the battlefield and turned the city into a 
recreation area. They were a ripe group to prey on. With poverty flourishing, the Americans 
became the only source of income. 

To survive you needed creativity, bravado, and a lot of recklessness. If not, the alternative 
was hunger. The scugnizzo had plenty of these qualities, he fitted the bill to perfection in 

using the American soldiers and sailors for profiteering. They guided them around the city 
in search of places of recreation, hangouts, and prostitution, and they soon lightened from 
them a lot of occupation money known as “Am-lire.” These illegal activities fortunately 
partially assisted the overall economic status of the city. They were also involved with other 
local organized criminals of the city (Camorra), in the stealing of American Army supplies, 
mostly appropriated from within the army itself, which added to their profiteering, but at the 
same time made available through the black market, the needed necessities to the public. 
It was not an act of altruism but one of self-service and profit. Criminality or public service? 
My guess is mostly an undeserved credit. 

Their good life ended towards the end of the 1940s when the Americans ended their 
occupation of Italy. The “heroic” status of the scugnizzi ended abruptly and they returned 
to their criminal life preying upon their own people. 

In 1944-45, as a 12-year-old, while I was attending 
middle school in Naples, I realized then it was a 
futile attempt at education while waiting for my visa 
to be approved to emigrate to the United States. 
Why waste my time on learning something that I 
would no longer use, a logical question that elicited 
an answer: why not enjoy the streets of my city that 
I might never see again? A no-brainer, and so I, 
inadvertently took the first step in becoming a 
scugnizzo. Unbeknownst to me exactly what a 
scugnizzo life entailed, I skipped classes at least 
once a week, I took to the streets in abandon. Not 
having money, I would look for free transportation to 
the farthest point of the city. Hitchhiking on the back 
of trams or street cars was the choice. If not 
discovered or caught, I rode to the end of the line 
and walked back at a leisurely pace enjoying the 

sights. My favorite choice was to “ride” up to the highest point in the city (Vomero) and walk 
down the steep hills and steps to the lower part of the city. If not challenged by local 
scugnizzi, or troublemakers it was a most magnificent experience. I never knew up to that 
time that there were so many twisting streets and steps in my beautiful native city. 
Unknowingly, I adopted a scugnizzo life, with only a few of its negative attributes and 
nowhere near in being a criminal, but more as an aimless street urchin. Nevertheless, I 
fitted being labeled as being one. Ahh! The vagaries of youth.     

 
Sources: https://www.yelp.com/biz/scugnizzi-napoletani-napoli;  www.treccani.it/vocabolario/scug-
nizzo/;   
commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Category:Scugnizzi_(street_children_of_Naples); 
www.history.com/topics/world-war-ii/italian-campaign 

SCUGNIZZO 

Sal Moschella is a Golden Lion Editor Emeritus; a Past Editor of the Golden Lion (1997-2017); and a mem-
ber of Columbus Lodge #2143 of Farmingdale, since 1978 

recipeteacher.com



Mike Cutillo is a proud past president of Geneva Lodge 2397 in Upstate New York. You can order his book, 
“George Washing Machine, Portables and Submarine Races: My Italian-American Life” on Amazon. Contact 
him at mcutillo1@rochester.rr.com. 

P A S T A  P E O P L E  I I  
by Florence Gatto

Florence is a Founding member & Past President of the Giovanni Caboto Lodge #2372.  Flo is the author of  
The Scent of Jasmine - Vignettes from a Sicilian Heritage (Pub. Legas).  Flo studied in Perugia and Siena 
Italy under National Fulbright and NYS teacher grants.  

I have a little digital voice recorder that I often use for work to 
record interviews, meetings and the like. I’m sure many of you 
have either seen them or used them, though mine is so old it 
doesn’t even have a way to attach it to a computer to save the 
recordings, so I usually have to make additional recordings of 
the recordings to preserve them. If you know what I mean. 
 
Anyways, this is not a column about technology. It is about 
collecting and saving memories — precious memories. 
 
On one of my trips to Italy with my father to visit family, it 
struck me that I should bring that recorder with me, and when 

my father, my Zio Enzo and I were sitting around chatting and sipping wine, I would record 
the conversations. I didn’t have as much vacation time as my dad, who was retired, and I 
had to return after a week while dad was staying another couple of weeks. So, I gave my 
80-year-old father and my 84-year-old uncle lessons on using the recorder and told them 
whenever they were sitting around doing the same chatting and sipping, to turn it on, if 
they didn’t mind, and capture their conversations. 
 
This was in September of 2012, and actually would be one of the last few times the broth-
ers would be together. My dad’s last of 50 trips back to his homeland was in 2016, Zio 
Enzo died in 2018, and dad passed last July. I also had no grand illusions that these two 
men with 164 years’ worth of life experiences would be able to operate that little recorder. 
 
I’m happy to say I was wrong. 
 
When dad returned from that trip, the first thing he did was fish through his luggage, say-
ing, “I’ve got something for you.” I had forgotten about that recorder, so I thought maybe 
it was cheese or Italian chocolates or something. I was shocked when he pulled out the 
device and said, “We used it a few times. I don’t even know if it worked, but at least we 
tried.” 
 
Guess what? It worked just fine. They used it three times, recording almost two hours of 
priceless conversation, of course in between sips of homemade wine. Those recordings 
are among my most prized possessions — especially now that those two are sipping vino 
together in heaven. 
 
The very first of the three recordings is actually my uncle talking softly to himself, repeating 
the directions that I gave him to turn the recorder on, which button to use to record, and 
things like that. Once they had that part down, the brothers stole the show … and my 
heart. 
 
Interestingly, even though those two men were close, they didn’t really grow up together. 
My uncle loved school and because there wasn’t a great one in their little village, my 
grandmother sent him to live with her sister in another city where he would get a better 
education. So, he only returned to the village on holidays and vacations, and then after 
high school, he went on to various other academies and then bases as he became a 
career military man who would retire as a general. My dad, meanwhile, had a passion for 
playing soccer, detested school, and stayed around the village to help his parents on their 
farm. 
 
Dad and my uncle saw more of each other in their later years – when dad would travel to 
Italy for extended vacations – than they did growing up. And they used those recording 
sessions primarily to catch up on their lives, asking each other questions like probing jour-
nalists. Zio Enzo spoke about living with his aunt in the city, devouring books, getting 
hooked on military maneuvers and commanding men, while dad talked about playing ball, 
working on the farm, village life, meeting my mom and falling in love and moving all the 
way to America in 1958. 
 
The conversations are priceless. I couldn’t and wouldn’t trade them for anything. These 
days there are infinitely more ways to record memories with better recorders (that CAN be 
hooked up to computers), cameras, cellphones and who knows how many other ways. 
 
The point of this column is to say, if you have loved ones from the Old Country still around, 
take some time to sit, sip wine, and record your conversations. If you don’t, maybe you 
can record yourself, remembering for posterity tales that your parents or grandparents told 
you, details of where they were from, what they ate, what they did for fun. Write them down 
in a diary or something, if you get the chance, or at least preserve them somewhere safe. 
 
Someday, those recordings may be all you have left of incredible memories of your own 
beautiful Italian heritage. 
 

We come from a pasta culture. Everyone knows 
what the word pasta means.  I remember when 
we called our “cuisine star” macaroni! We also 

knew the names and numbers of different shapes and pre-
ferred uses.  Linguini was “little tongues” and great with 
clam sauce, Farfalle were butterfly shapes in different 
sizes and good with any vegetable, soup or sauce.  When 
I was growing up in Brooklyn there was pastificio store run 
by the Savino family that intrigued me.  When I went there 
the huge machines were mixing wheat and ingredients in 

noisy machines.  Dowels laden with freshly made pastas hanging from the ceiling  
and drying.  They could be sold by the pound the next day ready for restaurant 
Spaghetti and meatballs!  When I stayed with a friend in Urbino the first thing she 
did every morning was make fresh pasta to be ready for pranzo.  She used many 
eggs and flour, rolled the mixture, then sliced it for the best fresh pasta tagliatelli  
I ever tasted. 
We start our infants early with a pastina as a first solid nourishing food.  We had  
green spinach or even orange carrot flavor choices … no more!  I had success 
with littles stars with my granddaughter, who as an adult still likes her pastina.  We 
packed a couple of boxes of “Ronzoni sono Buoni” when she went off to college    
so she would have nourishment and comfort food as a taste of home.  Rather than 
cookies and milk after school her preferred snack was pastina with butter. My 
grandmother would drop an egg in the pastina for an egg drop soup for me. 
One of my sons rejected our comfort food immediately when he was an infant.  He 
spit it out over his high chair, onto the wall and me.  He did not like the texture.     
Later when I made pasta with peas and told my grandchildren the peas were play-
ing “peek a boo” in the tiny (conchilgletti) pasta shells.  They giggled and    
smacked their lips.  They are also convinced now that enjoying angel hair pasta 
is a path to better behavior.  OK, that would be an easy trick. 
Now, Ronzoni pastina is no longer on supermarket shelves.  They have discon-
tinued making our favorite little stelline!  How could they do that?  It has been our 
Italian penicillin forever.  I can’t substitute orzo, alphabet, acini di pepe - no way! 
Nor will the fanciful named shapes: gemelli, rotini, fusilli, mafalde, margherita or 
the regal creste di gallo (rooster’s comb) satisfy me.  We cannot use orecchiette,  
penne, rigatoni either.  THEY ARE NOT PASTINA! 
Officially our holiday specialties like lasagna, ravioli and manicotti are actually  
wonderful pastas.  The rich meat and sauce ingredients sometimes require a little 
pastina the next day as an easy digestive curative belly soother!  Will the pasta 
making companies hear our plea and supply our lovable and delicious Pastina 
Stelline tradition again?  Or, do I have to go to Rome to get  some? 
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P r e s e r v i n g  p r e c i o u s  m e m o r i e s  
by Mike Cutillo

LOCAL LODGE INITIATIONS

The Constantino Brumidi Lodge #2211 initiated four new members during their January General 
Membership Meeting. Pictured are New Members Kristine Sbarra, Debra Magliano, Lodge President Sabrina 
Savino, Maria Annunziata and Victor Alaimo.



Welcome (Benvenuti ) 
 To All New Members

LOCAL LODGE INITIATIONS
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At Large  
Doug Dragotti 
David Calone 
Patrick Malizia 

Marie Tocci 
Chris Vaccaro 

 
District I 

2211 
Victor Alaimo 

Maria Annunziata 
Neil Cecora 

Peter Ciccione 
James Guidice 

Joseph Ferrante 
Toni Glenn 

Thomas Licata 
Debra Magliano 
Robert Palazzolo 
Kristine Sbarra 

Richard Zito 
2319 

Michele Benedetto 
2234 

Chris Galluzzo 
Chris Lamendola 

2442 
Eleonora Stellato 

 
District II 

1016 
Rocco Graziosi 
Rosella Graziosi 
Domenica Mazza 
Angela Mangano 

1389 
Betty Fiala 

Linda James 
Jennifer Maltese 

Giovanna Panebianco 
Cristina Robino 
Frances Rinaldi 

Alfred Waldenberger 
Alan Zuckerman 

Carmela Zuckerman 
2163 

Phil Fortuna 
2206 

Giuseppe Avena 
Jennifer DeSena 
Ralph DeSena 

Joseph Barbagallo 
Mario Carmiciano 
Louise Carmiciano 
Vincenzo Crimeni 
Ann Marie Cortina 
Americo Cortina 
Frances Danna 
Cheryl Fajardo 

Leonardo Mastrantoni 
Anita Maraventano 

Linda Merolla 
Nico Toliano 

John Nicastro 
Paul Pesale 
Marion Pizzo 
Jean Pulizzi 
John Pulizzi 

Barbara Satchwell 
John Squillante 

Christine Squillante 
Thomas Tufano 
James Zabatta 

2245 
Doreen Bartholomew 
Marie Geneva Frank 

Cindy Lampasi 
Christine Magliaro 

 

Denise Traficanti 
Josephine Tamburello 

2253 
Silvia Herrera 

Floridalba Povaer 
Vera Paparello 
Anthony Viola 
MaryAnn Viola 

2372 
Michael Santo 

 
District III 

285 
Lenor Romano 

Michael Vecchione 
 

District IV 
213 

Roselle Cucuzza 
Federico Guglielmo 
Lisa LaRocca-Martin 

Jo-Ann Rowan 
Patricia Troiani 

2248 
Ann Acquanita 
Suzanne Baur 

AnnMarie Burgess 
Wayne Burgess 
Nancy LoCicero 
Mauro Mercado 

 
District V 

2176 
Dominick D’Alisera 
Nicholas D’Alisera 

Frank DiPalma 
Bondi Gallo 

GianPietro Giacinto 
Vincenzo Giacinto 

Francis Ficarra 
Joseph Greco 

Michael Nocera 
Richard Nelson 
Marco Prisco 
Paul Kunda 
Louis Klass 

John Iannazzo 
Louis Natelli 
Rick Scire 

Peter Sisca 
Matthew Ventura 

2198 
Joan Asch 

Cynthia Carpentieri 
Marliyn Cambria 
Nanette Fanelli 
Paula Ferrara 

Nancy Fremont 
Robin Godwin 
Karen Piscitelli 

Connie Smiriglio 
Domenica Kensicki 

 
District VI 

215 
Michael Cuozzo 

 
District VII 

1047 
Emma C. Federico 

 
District VIII 

2270 
Virginia McIntyre 
Sandra Witmer 

2397 
Bryan Gillotte 
Paul Quartaro 

 

The Constantino Brumidi Lodge #2211 -  initiated three new members at their November General 
Membership meeting. Pictured are new members James Guidice, Toni Glenn, Dr. Richard Zito, Lodge 
President Sabrina Savino and Chairpersons Lucille Romanello, Janet Dickert and Carol Nani.

Joe DiMaggio Lodge #2248 - November (above left) and December (above right). Left to right are Joan 
Carroll, Joanne White, Tina Settembrino and President Dave Totillo.  Left to right in first row are Suzanne Baur, 
Mary Ann Burgess, Anna Acquavita. Left to right in second row are Mauro Mercado, Nancy LoCicero, Wayne 
Burgess and President Dave Totillo.  

America Lodge #2245 - held its last initiation of 2022 in December, Above left to right: District Deputy 
Josephine Capriola, former District Deputy Anthony Capriola (behind Josephine), Phyllis Ann O'Connell, State 
Past President Carolyn Reres, Christine Magliano, Denise Traficanti, Josephine Tamburello, Ellen Andarsick, 
Jean Fichtl, and lodge President Andrew Monteleone. They started initiations in January 2023, below left to 
right: District Deputy Josephine Capriola, State Past President Carolyn Reres, lodge President Andrew 
Monteleone, Cindy Lampasi, Marie Geneva Frank, Ellen Andarsick, second VP Phyliss Ann Oconnell, and first 
VP Michael Kelly. 
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LOCAL LODGE INITIATIONS

The Stella D’Oro Lodge #1730 of Cortland initiated five new members at the Epiphany Dinner January 8th.  
L to R: Linda Riccardi (President), Marie Monastra, Yvonne DelVecchio, Anna Evangelista, Rosemarie Laun, 
Sheila Ossit, Josephine Federico (District Deputy & Herald).

The Sgt. Basilone Lodge #2442 initiated a new member, Eleonora Stellato at our December meeting. 
Eleonora was the past president of the Guy Lombardo Lodge. Pictured from l to r. NYS 2nd VP Arthur Spera 
(seated), Lodge President-elect Mariano Mione, Eleonora, Lodge Past President Madeline Matteucci, Lodge 
Orator Dorothy Curto, Deputy Joann Spera, Lodge President Geoff Gerbore. 

Rockland Lodge #2176 is starting the New Year off strong, welcoming 19 new Brothers in November. Seated, 
left to right: GianPietro Giacinto, Vincenzo Giacinto, 2nd Vice President Mike Cocilovo, 1st Vice President Mike 
Pizzi, President Bill Barbera, Joe Greco, Michael Nocera, Bodhi Gallo. Standing, left to right: Dominick 
D'Alisera, Rick Nelson, Nick D'Alisera, Lou Natelli, John Iannazzo, Rick Scire, Frank DiPalma, Lou Profenna, 
Paul Kunda, Marco Prisco, Peter Sisca, Frank Ficarra, Kim Governali, Matt Ventura. 

In Part One of this series (September – October 2022 issue), I 
said that the departure of our ancestors, a simple and devout 
people, from their homeland, leaving behind everything and 
everyone they loved, brought out the worst and the best in them. 
This is the story of my grandmother Maria Mazza Perotti. I feel 
compelled to tell it because I have grown to love and admire her, 
and because I believe that it’s not enough to understand the 
warmth and richness of our Italian birthright; we must understand 
as well, the suffering born by so many of our ancestors who left 
their homes, never to return, to give us the life we live today. 

Grandma died in 1937. I knew her through stories told by my 
mother, sister, and aunts. An enlarged sepia photograph of her hung in the living room of 
my grandfather’s apartment, her sad eyes following me everywhere when I visited. In 1900 
Maria’s husband Domenico, my grandfather, left Strongoli, Calabria for the US, leaving his 
wife Maria pregnant with my mother. He promised to send money and call for her to join him 
in Brooklyn when he got on his feet. More than a year had passed with my mother Catarina, 
now six months old, and not a dollar or a word from Brooklyn to raise any hope that mother 
and child might soon be on their way. There were many Strongolese in Brooklyn, with snip-
pets of gossip from letters to others reaching Maria’s ears. Domenico was healthy, working 
in construction, getting drunk with his paisans at night and cooking on weekends for the 
rooming house where he lived. He had simply forgotten or abandoned her. 

As often happens, the tragedy of one is another’s salvation. A fire at the church Maria’s fam-
ily attended, ravaged the priests home next door. Several children including the nieces of 
one of the priests were orphaned. The custom at the time was to send orphaned children 
to live with aunts and uncles. When Maria heard that the priest’s family wanted to send one 
of the children, a twelve-year-old girl, to an aunt in Brooklyn, an idea came to her, a miracle 
it seemed because it enlisted the Church in making her husband adhere to his marriage 
vows.   

Maria volunteered to chaperone the orphaned child to her aunt in Brooklyn in return for the 
priests help in securing visas for herself and Catarina. She petitioned the priest to write let-
ters to her husband to send whatever money he could and to begin setting up a home that 
would accommodate the three of them. I recall my sister remarking on how Grandpa must 
have felt when those letters were read to him, realizing that his wife had enlisted the 
Almighty and his minions to remind him that he was a husband and a father. 

After Maria’s arrival and reconciliation with Domenico, they had five more children; the old-
est Louie, then three daughters, Frances, Filomena, and Rose, then Salvatore. Over time 
they bought the rooming house and bar where Domenico worked part time and led a decent 
enough life. But Grandma was always insecure, Grandpa Domenico was a drinker and 
often neglected his duties. Maria managed the restaurant, with the entire weight of family 
responsibilities on her shoulders and having been abandoned once was always on her 
mind. Uncle Louie was her favorite and Maria placed her hopes in him as the family’s savior. 
Maria wanted Louie to become a policeman, a prestigious and influential position for a fam-
ily of Italian immigrants; one that would insure good business connections and a line of suit-
ors for her daughters. Louie left his provisional job with NYC Sanitation in lower Manhattan 
to attend Delahanty’s Institute for Civil Service. His intelligence and street-smarts and 
Grandpas payoffs to the right officials got Uncle Lou’s name on the next list of soon to be 
called rookie policeman. Meanwhile Uncle Lou went back to work at the Dept. of Sanitation 
awaiting the call.   

Uncle Louie’s fatal flaw however was gambling and assignment to the lower East Side 
allowed him to easily indulge his vices. Before long he began taking bets for a Mott Street 
bookmaker and it was then that he met Aunt Grace. Less than a year after Uncle Louie’s 
name appeared on the prospective policemen’s list, the moment of truth arrived with his let-
ter of appointment. By this time, he was deeply in love with Grace, the beautiful daughter 
of the man he was working for illegally booking horse and numbers bets, with Grace now 
the girl he wanted to marry. Everything seemed to fall into place with his provisional job with 
NYC Sanitation now permanent. He said to his mother. 

“Momma don’t you see, this is my chance for happiness and success? I can’t become a 
cop.” 

Uncle Louie’s pleas fell on deaf ears, as Marias plans and dreams dissolved. He married 
against her wishes, my mother the only family member in attendance. A year or so after the 
marriage a telegram arrived announcing the birth of a boy who would be named Domenico 
after Grandpa, it was shredded and mailed back. A few years later another child Maria was 
born, but nothing melted Grandma’s heart. I heard my aunts say on several occasions that 
their mother on her deathbed receiving last rites refused the priests request to forgive her 
son. In the mid-fifties almost 20 years after Grandma Maria’s death, Grandpa and his 
daughters finally let go of Maria’s anger and reconciled with Uncle Louie and his family.    

Many years later my Aunt Rose who never married died leaving my brother as her executer. 
After the sale of her home her nephews and nieces were to receive $5000 each. When my 
brother went to Uncle Louie’ daughter Maria, she turned down the inheritance saying.  

“I can’t take money from the source of my parent’s greatest unhappiness.” 

Next Time…Grampa’s Dogs 

Stories of Southern Italy and Southern Italians in America*  
Part Two 

 - by Pasquale Scida

Pasquale Scida is the past President of Judge Frank A. Gulotta Lodge #2180. email pat_scida@hotmail.com 

Per Sempre  
Lodge #2344 

 
In January our Lodge 
Sister Mary Bradley 

was initiated. 
President Rosemarie 

Baffo Stathes pre-
sented Sister Mary 

with her pin.   
John Michael Marino Lodge #1389 - kicked off 
2023 initiating new member Linda James, L-r are 
Lodge Membership Chair and NY State Deputy 
Marianne Bortone Prince, Linda James, and Lodge 
President Pete Prudente.
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UPCOMING STATE/NATIONAL & LOCAL LODGE EVENTS
2023 

 
STATE & NATIONAL EVENTS 

 
Apr. 21 - NYOSDIA 39th Annual Golden Lion 
Awards Dinner to be held at the Garden City Hotel, 
Garden City at 7:00pm honoring Hon. Steve 
Bellone, Suffolk County Executive, Daniel 
Losquadro, Brookhaven Town Superintendent of 
Highways, Joseph Vitta, President & Principal 
Officer, Teamsters Local 812 and Sean Acosta, 
President, Property Tax Reduction Consultants. 
Contact: Eileen Stavis or Carol DiTrapani @ 516-
785-4623. 
 
Apr. 22 - NYOSDIA Spring Plenary Session hosted 
by District III Lodges: Uguaglianza Lodge #83, Fr. 
Vincent R. Capodanno Lodge #212, Lt. Joseph 
Petrosino Lodge #285, Per Sempre Lodge #2344, 
Daughters & Sons of Italian Heritage Lodge #2428, 
A.P. Giannini Lodge #2859, Luigi Pirandello Lodge 
#2875 at St. Mary/Maris Stella K of C, 78 
Hempstead Avenue, Lynbrook. Contact: Eileen 
Stavis or Carol DiTrapani @ 516-785-4623. 
 
May 20 - NYOSDIA 23rd Annual Grand Lodge 
Foundation “Walk for a Cure” Walk-A-Thon to be 
held at Eisenhower Park, 1899 Hempstead 
Turnpike, East Meadow, Parking Field #1, 
Registration at 8:30am.  Contact: Elanor Jobbagy 
@ 516-551-3125 or Ernest Magliato @ 347-992-
0637. 
 
June 8-11 - NYOSDIA 115th Annual State 
Convention to be held at the Crowne Plaza Albany - 
The Desmond Hotel, 660 Albany Shaker Road, 
Albany. Further information to follow. Contact: 
Ernest Magliato @ 347-992-0637 or Carol 
DiTrapani @ 516-785-4623. 
 
Aug. 28 - NYOSDIA Annual State Golf Outing to be 
held at the Town of Oyster Bay Golf Course, 1 South 
Woods Road, Woodbury, Dinner at The Mansion at 
Oyster Bay. Further details to follow. Contact: 
Arthur Spera @ 631-495-4249. 
 
Sept. 9 - NYOSDIA Grand Lodge Foundation Gift 
of Sight Annual Luncheon Fundraiser to be held at 
the Jericho Terrace, 249 Jericho Turnpike, Mineola 
at 12:00pm. Further details to follow. Contact: Mary 
Naccarato @ 516-835-5126. 
 
Oct. 8 - NYOSDIA District I & II Long Island 
Columbus Day Parade to be held on Main Street 

(25A) in Huntington at 12:00pm. Further details to 
follow. Contact: Keith Wilson @ 516-633-1435. 
 

LOCAL LODGE EVENTS 
 

Mar. 1 - Loggia Glen Cove #1016 - Installation of 
Officers Ceremony at Loggia Glen Cove Hall, 69 
Glen Street, Glen Cove, 7:30pm. Contact: Joseph A. 
Gallo @ 516-676-8110. 
 
Mar. 5 - Columbus Lodge #2143 - Installation of 
Officers Ceremony at the Royal Palm, 2143 
Boundary Avenue, S. Farmingdale, 12pm. Contact: 
Fred Bellise @ 516-712-5534. 
 
Mar. 6 - Sgt. John Basilone Lodge #2442  Installation 
of Officers Ceremony at the Henrietta Acampora 
Recreational Center, 39 Montauk Highway, Blue 
Point, 7pm. Contact: Dorothy Curto @ 631-289-
7470. 
 
March 8 - Judge Frank A. Gulotta Lodge #2180 - 
Installation of Officers Ceremony at the E. Rockaway 
Library, 477 Atlantic Avenue, E. Rockaway, 7:30pm. 
Contact: Anthony Vasaturo @ 516-455-0859. 
 
Mar. 9 - Vincent Lombardi Lodge #2270  Installation 
of Officers Ceremony at the Eyer Building 
Community Center, 317 Main Street, East Rochester, 
7pm. Contact: Marjorie Focarazzo @ 585-749-5346. 
 
Mar. 10 - Daughters & Sons of Italian Heritage 
Lodge #2428 - Installation of Officers Ceremony at 
Swingin 60’s, 211 Ainslie Street, Brooklyn, 6:30pm. 
Contact: Teri Mascioli @ 347-495-9298. 
 
Mar. 11 - Constantino Brumidi Lodge #2211  80’s 
Tribute Band at Brumidi Lodge Hall, Deer Park, 
Doors open 7:15pm, Show 8pm, $15pp. Contact: 
Anita Montuori @ 631-422-6914. 
 
Mar. 11 - Rockland Lodge #2176 - Briscola 
Tournament at the Rockland Lodge Hall, Blauvelt, 
7pm Dinner, 7:45pm Start, $50 per player. Contact 
Anthony Albanese @845-527-5380. 
 
Mar. 15 - Perry Como Lodge #2846  Installation of 
Officers Ceremony at St. Philip Neri Parish Center, 
15 Prospect Avenue, Northport. 7pm. Contact: 
Michaline Cuminale @ 631-368-8304. 
 
Mar. 16 - Constantino Brumidi Lodge #2211  Saint’s 
Day Social at Brumidi Lodge Hall, Deer Park, 
6:30pm, $40pp, kids under 7 free. Contact: Karen 
Lorito @ 631-943-3622. 
 
March 17 - John Michael Marino Lodge #1389 - 
Installation of Officers Ceremony at the Pt. 
Washington Senior Citizen Adult Activities Center, 
80 Manorhaven Blvd., Pt. Washington, 7pm. Contact: 
Marc Biundo @ 516-639-8483. (New President) 
 

Mar. 18 - Columbus Lodge #2143 - St. Joseph 
Celebration at Columbus Lodge Hall, S. 
Farmingdale, $40pp. Contact: Gary Caparco @ 917-
922-6239. 
 
Mar. 19 - Progresso Lodge #1047 - St. Joseph’s Day 
Dinner Dance and Installation of New Officers at 
Bella Domani Catering & Banquets, 988 E. Taft 
Road, N. Syracuse, 5:30pm, $45pp. Contact: Carmine 
Federico @ 315-457-5010. 
 
Mar. 19 - Loggia Glen Cove #1016 - Loggia Glen 
Cove will be marching in the Glen Cove St. Patrick’s 
Day Parade. Following the parade  celebrate the Feast 
of St. Joseph at the Lodge Hall, 69 Glen Street, Glen 
Cove. Contact: Joseph A. Gallo @ 516-996-1218. 
 
Mar. 19 - Gabriele D'Annunzio Lodge #321 - 
Installation of Officers Ceremony at the Lodge Hall, 
2984 Hamburg Street, Schenectady, 1pm. Contact: 
Lodge Hall @ 518-355-7500. (New President). 
 
Mar. 19 - Fr. Vincent Capodanno Lodge #212 - Festa 
Di San Giuseppe Dinner at Osteria Santina, 502 
Jewett Avenue, Staten Island, 12-4:00pm, $65pp. 
Contact: Carol Berardi @ 917-742-9301. 
 
Mar. 21 - Constantino Brumidi Lodge #2211  
Installation of Officers Ceremony at Brumidi Lodge 
Hall, Deer Park, 6:30pm Dinner and Meeting at 7pm. 
Contact: Bob Savino at 631-422-6934 or 
dynsus@aol.com. 
 
Mar. 21 - Per Sempre Lodge #2344 - Installation of 
Officers Ceremony at St. Mary/Maris Stella Knights 
of Columbus Hall, 78 Hempstead Avenue, Lynbrook, 
7pm. Contact: Rosemarie Stathes @ 516-729-4886. 
 
Mar. 22 - Rockland Lodge #2176 - Installation of 
Officers Ceremony at Rockland Lodge Hall, 46 Van 
Wyck Road, Blauvelt, 7pm. Contact: William Barbera 
@ 845-323-1774. (New President) 
 
Mar. 23 - Guglielmo Marconi Lodge #2232  
Installation of Officers Ceremony at Marconi Manor, 
333 Moffitt Boulevard, Islip, 7pm. Contact: William 
Trinceri @ 631-581-5763. 
 
Mar. 24 - Cellini Lodge #2206 - 55th Anniversary  
Dinner Dance honoring Cellini Lodge IPP Mary 
Modica and a Special Recognition to Cellini Lodge 
Former First Ladies at Westbury Manor, 1100 Jericho 
Turnpike, Westbury, 7pm, $125pp by March 15th, 
$135pp thereafter. Contact: Vincent Illuzzi @ 917-
275-0407. 
 
Mar. 25 - Constantino Brumidi Lodge #2211  
Breakfast with the Easter Bunny at Brumidi Lodge 
Hall, Deer Park, 9:00am, kids 13+ $18, 4-12 $13, 
under 3 free. Contact: Karen Lorito @ 631-943-3622. 
 
Mar. 26 - Constantino Brumidi Lodge #2211 - 
Brumidi Memorial Park Ribbon Cutting & 9/11 

Memorial at the Constantino Brumidi Lodge, Deer 
Park, 2:30pm. Contact: Phil Maniaci @ 631-334-
5892. 
 
Mar. 27 - St. Francis of Assisi Lodge #2629  
Installation of Officers Ceremony at St. Joachim 
Church, 51 Leonard Street, Beacon,  6:30pm. 
Contact: Jason Mazzacone @ 845-590-4200. 
 
Mar. 28 - Antonio Meucci Lodge #213  Installation of 
Officers Ceremony at Meucci Lodge Hall, 279 Maple 
Avenue, White Plains, 7:30pm. Contact: Rita Cestone 
@ 914-948-3608. 
 
Mar. 28 - Columbus Lodge #2143 - The Mission of 
Brother Paul “Healing Power” at Columbus Lodge 
Hall, S. Farmingdale, 7pm. Contact: Peter Raffaele @ 
516-547-5998. 
 
Mar. 30 - Romanesque Lodge #2198  Installation of 
Officers Ceremony at the Congers Veterans Memorial 
Association (VMA), 66 Lake Road, Congers. Dinner 
served at 6pm. Contact: Luisa Fiume @ 914-262-
2131. 
 
Apr. 1 - Loggia Glen Cove #1016 - Italian Night fea-
turing entertainers Claudio Mattioli and Massimiliano 
Barbolini at Loggia Glen Cove Hall, Glen Cove, 
$55pp in advance, $65pp at the door, 7pm. Contact: 
Marisa Gambino @ 516-676-8110. 
 
Apr. 15 - Dr. Vincenzo Sellaro Lodge #2319  Night at 
the Races at the Byzantine Church Hall, 38 
Mayflower Avenue, Smithtown, Dinner 6pm, 1st 
Race 7:30pm, $25pp. Contact: Jim Cerullo @ 516-
790-5874. 
 
May 7 - Vigiano Brothers Lodge #3436 - 15th 
Anniversary Gala Celebration honoring State 
President Michele Cangiano Ment, State Past 
President Carolyn Reres and National IPP/State Past 
President Nancy DiFiore Quinn at The Meadow Club, 
Port Jefferson, $95pp, 12pm-4pm. Contact: Michele 
Sescila @ 631-676-6145. 
 
May 11 - America Lodge #2245 - America Lodge 
Presents Giacomo Puccini’s La Boheme at the 
Metropolitan Opera House, Lincoln Center, $95pp. 
Bus Transportation price will be forthcoming. 
Contact: Jo Falabella @ 516-354-2989 or jofalabel-
la@icloud.com. 
 
May 17 - Giovanni Caboto Lodge #2372  Annual 
Fashion Show at Verdi’s of Westbury, Westbury, 6:30-
10:30pm. Contact: Rosemarie DiChiara @ 516-458-
0097. 
 
May 18 - Romanesque Lodge #2198  Scholarship 
Awards Presentation at Rockland Lodge Hall, 
Blauvelt, 6pm. Contact: Maria D’Aquino @ 845-709-
4651. 

   
         as of 2/24/23 

CANDIDATES FOR EXECUTIVE BOARD OFFICERS AND NATIONAL DELEGATES 
 
PLEASE PLACE YOUR INFORMATION/QUALIFICATION ADS BY MAY 5, 2023 
 

CONVENTION RATE ADS ARE: 
1/4 PAGE - $100.00 
1/2 PAGE - $180.00 
FULL PAGE - $350.00 

 
Checks made payable to: The Golden Lion and mailed to the Grand Lodge Office,  
Attention Anita Rosato, 2101 Bellmore Avenue, Bellmore, NY 11710 or call Anita at (631) 271-1272 or  
Grand Lodge Office at (516) 785-4623. Questions on formatting, contact editor at mavleonedoro@gmail.com

 
Don’t be late. 

 
Spring ahead on  

Sunday,  
March 12



The Golden Lion 
is seeking new adver-

tisers - or former 
advertisers to return!  
We are asking busi-
nesses to promote 

themselves with our 
advertising. 

Call our office at  
1-800-322-6742 for 
further information

Filial Friendliness   
Send photos of gatherings with other lodges (for other than 
the normal events and dinner dances) displaying one of our 
main tenets...   

FRATERNITY

20 • The Golden Lion • January - February - March 2023

Loggia Glen Cove #1016 President Joe Gallo & Port Washington’s John Michael 
Marino Lodge #1389 President Pete Prudente met on a recent Sunday morning to 
donate platelets. They donate frequently. Lifesaving is a hobby for them. President 
Gallo is a National Donor & has donated blood in places ranging from Hawaii, 
Texas and Florida and he is rapidly approaching his 50 Platelet Donation mark. 
Marino Lodge President Pete is seen here celebrating his impressive New York 
Blood Center Milestone 75th Platelet Donation. The Saturday of the JMM Lodge's 
Feast 2022 in Port Washington, President Pete got a call & within hours he was 
being transported to Manhattan for a two arm/5 hour procedure. He was a direct 
match to a child with leukemia that was in desperate need of his white blood cells. 
Two months later the same call came in & he again was rushed into Manhattan to 
give his white blood cells to a another child with leukemia in desperate need. Pete 
was the only local match to be found. These two Lodge Presidents & Blood 
Brothers will continue to honor the order and donate as often as they can saving 
lives.

Filial Lodge Presidents  
& Blood Brothers

Strokes Cannot Stop Us!!! - by Andrew Reilly, 
Caboto Lodge #2372  

I had a stroke on February 19, 2020. I was telling my 
daughter to brush her teeth before going to bed. The first 
time the words were jumbled. The second time I tried the 
words were more jumbled. The third time I tried I could 
not say any words. I went to the hospital. My stroke did 
not allow me to talk at all. Over time my speech got better. 
My stroke caused aphasia. Aphasia affects my language, 
not my intellect. It is an invisible disorder. I have trouble 
with speaking, reading, and writing. Everyone who has 
aphasia is different, everyone can have different troubles. 
Aphasia is a very frustrating disability. Having aphasia is 
also very hard because not many people know what it is 
and then they do not know how to speak to me or how to 
help me. One group that has helped me and my family is 
The Aphasia Recovery Connection: www.aphasiarecov-
eryconnection.com) 
Stanley also had a stroke; however, he just turned 96 and 
is seen here with his wife Anne (Gionsiracusa) Klein. 
They are from the Arturo Toscanini Lodge #2107 - 
members since 1984. Stanley has been: President for 3 
terms, a GMM Commissioner, on Scholarship Committee 
and a District 1 Presidents’ Chairperson. Anne - President 
for 2 terms, and past Chairperson of the Huntington 
COLUMBUS DAY Parade  Committee. Both attended 
OSIA Conventions for 20 years (l994-2014.). 

The Ballo di Savoia Gala in December at NYC’s University Club was attended by many filial lodges and members that have acheived high 
honors in OSDIA in State and National positions.  President Michele Ment is seated 3rd from left.  As you can see from attendance and 
regalia many of OSDIA are members of the Order of Savoy. This event celebrated the 450th Anniversary of the historic Order of Saints 
Maurice and Lazarus.  Learn more at: https://www.savoyfoundation-usa.org/about-savoy-foundation.html

DONT FORGET THE NYS 
GRAND LODGE RAFFLE 
TICKETS ARE NOW AVAIL-
ABLE. $100 RAFFLE TICK-
ETS CAN BE BOUGHT OR 
SHARED WITH A GROUP. NO 
MORE THAN 1000 TICKETS 
TO SELL WHICH INCREASES 
ODDS. TOP PRIZE IS $20,000 
AND THERE ARE 11 OTHER 
PRIZES. CHECK WITH YOUR 
INDIVIDUAL LODGE TO PUR-

CHASE TICKETS.   
- ARTHUR SPERA - 2ND VP, 

 FUNDRAISING CHAIR; ERNEST MAGLIATO, 
ST. TREASURER, RAFFLE CHAIRMAN.


